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Rapotin? s fear ton with a diſaſter ; the. ads, 
Me of the dead body ; another quarrel ; and 
ſame ſurprizing accidents worthy a Place i in this 

aut ſientic hiſt 9. 


EANDER. as I ſaid I ING was looking 


out at the window towards the place from 
rhence his man was to come,. when, turnin 


tin, juſt arriving, booted up to the waiſt, 
mounted on a little mule, and accompanied by : 
Rancour and Olive, holding his ſtirrups; one 
n each ſide, like; thoſe foot-men who walk 
7 the ſide of a city marſhal's horſe on a lord 
mayor's day. They had learned from town ta 
own which way Deſtiny went; and, by of- 
o Nn <nquiring, here found him at laſt. Deſtiny 

rent down to meet them, and carried them 


2 


f. 


pinto his chamber. They did not at firſt know. 


ung Leander; his looks; it ſeems, being 


D 


en and ſee that ſupper was got ready with 


is head on the other ſide, he ſaw little Ka | 


banged with 1 cloaths; vet, leſt they ſhould >: 
Id out who. he was, Deſtiny. ordered him to. 
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k THE COMIC 
the ſame authority with which he uſed t; 
ſpeak to him; and becauſe the ſtrollers by thy 
began to know him again, and wondered at hi 
gentleman-like appearance, Deſtiny told them, 


that an uncle of his in the Lower Mayne baba 
equipped him from head to foot, juſt as theſflor 
{aw him; and had given him money beſides la 


to make him quit the ſtage; which he, ne- 
vertheleſs, had refuſed to do, and therefore! 
came away from him without fo much as tak 
IF ing his leave. 

. Deſtiny and the reſt now aſked one anothe 
| for news, about what they all had been look 
ing after; but were not however the wiſer fa 
their queſtions. Ragotin aſſured Deſtiny he hat 
left the women in good health, though mud 
afflicted by Angelica's elopement. At fal 


3 night being come, they went to ſupper ; Meal 
FA mne comers drank hard, and the reſt like ſobe able 
men. Ragotin began to he merry, challerg ent 
ee.uyery body to drink, broke many a filly jack 


* and fung in ſpight of the company: but u 
"S body caring to ſecond. him, and the hoſtef 
_ brother-in-law having learnedly repreſented 
Þ that it did not look decent for them to mat 
| a debauch ſo near the corpſe, Ragotin mal 
2 leſs noiſe, but drank a great deal more vin 
They afterwards went to bed; Deftiny u 
Leander in the room they had already ta ken; a 
Ragotin, Rancour, and Olive in a little rod 


next the kitchen, by the chamber where ac 
the corpſe, The hoſteſs took up her quam ved 
in an upper room, near that of Deſtin) Mean 
Leander, both to avoid the ghaſtly fight oth | 
dead hnſband, and to receive the conſolati Hur 


viſits of her friends, who came to her in gi 


numbers; for ſhe was one of the moſt weiß uv 
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women of the village, and as much beloved 


by every body, as her huſband was hated. 

All things were now profoundly ſilent in the inn; 
the dogs were aſleep ; at leaſt they did not 
bark; and all the other animals ſlept likewiſe, 
or ought to have ſo done. This tranquility 
laſted till between two and three o' clock in the 
morning, when, all on a ſudden, Ragotin cried 
put as loud as he could bawl, that Rancour 
as dead. Thus at once he awakened Olive, 
rouzed Deſtiny and Leander, and got them to 
ome down into the kitchen in order to weep, 
xr at leaſt to ſee Rancour, who, he- ſaid, 
ad juſt ſuddenly expired by his ſide. Deſtiny 
nd Leander followed him; and the firſt thing 
hey ſaw as they entered the room, was Ran- 
our walking up and down like a man in good 
ealth, which, you know, is not always practi- 


ent in firſt, no ſooner ſaw him, but he flew 


r ſtepping off a precipice 
rick, turned as pale as death, and knocked 
is head fo fiercely againſt Deſtiny's and Le- 
der's, as he flew out of the room, that he 
as like to have thrown them to the ground, 
making his eſcape toa garden that belonged 
the inn. Deſtiny and Leander aſked Ran- 


ved to be a little crack brained. In the 
an time, while Olive was ſplitting his fides 


ations, and neither of them would diſco- 


- 
"4 


able immediately after death. -Ragotin, who | 


ack as if in danger of treading on 'a ſerpent . 
gave a horrid - 


ur the particulars of his death; to which 
anſwered, that he could not give ſo: good. 
account of it as Ragotin, whom he be- 


th laughing, and Rancour ſtood ſpeechleſs. N >. 
i unconcerned, as he uſed to do upon ſuch © © 


what they knew of the matter, Leander 
5 "A | made 
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made after Ragotin, whom he found lurkirg 
behind a tree, and trembling more with fear 
than cold, though he was only in his ſhirt, 
His fancy was ſo full of dead Rancour, that 
he preſently took Leander for his ghoſt ; and 
was going torun away as he advanced toward; 
him. Next arrived Deſtiny, whom he tock 
for another ghoſt ; and both aſking him ſeve. 


ral queſtions, without obtaining any manrer 


of anſwer, they, at laſt, took him under the 
arms, in order to carry him back to hi 
chamber; but as they were ſtepping out of 
the garden, and Rancour advancing to come 
into it, Ragotin diſengaged himſelf from 
thoſe that held him, and looking behind with 
wild ſtaring eyes, thruſt himſelf into a thick: 
et of roſe buſhes; where he was entangled 
from head to foot, and not able to get out 
time enough to avoid the encounter of Ran 
cour, who called him mad-man a thouſan 
times, and told him he muſt be ſhut up.. The 
all three pulled him out of the roſe buſhes 
Rancour gave him a ſound ſlap on the breech 
to let him feel he was not dead, and at [al 
our frightened little man was carried back 
his room,” and put to bed again. But | 
ſcarce was got into it, when a great noiſed 
female voices, which they heard in the net 
room, put them to a ſtand to know what wt 
the matter. Theſe were not the complain 


of one afflicted woman alone, but the hidea 


cries of ſeveral together, as when they arel 
a fright. Deſtiny went into the room, wht 
he found four or five women with the hoſ# 
who were looking under the beds, and ini 


_._ chimney, and were terribly. frighted. 
aſked them what the matter was? when 


hoſte 
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hoſteſs, half crying, half ſpeaking, told him 
ſhe did not know what was become of her 
poor huſband's corpſe. She had ſcarce utter- 
ed theſe words before ſhe began to howl; 
and all the other women, as if it had been a 
bowling concert, anſwering her in chorus, 
nade ſo great and lamentable a noiſe, that 
every body in the inn went into that room, 
and all the neighbours and goers-by came into 
16 the inn. . | : 

ln the mean time an arch pilferer of a cat, 
of ſeized upon a pigeon, which an unwary. 
nel maid had left half larded on the kitchen 
mill drefler, and retiring with her prey into Ra- 


he As. 


hi gotin's chamber, hid herſelf under the bed £4 


here he lay with Rancour. The maid fol- 
ei [owed puſs, with a faggot ſtick in her hand, 
dull and looking under the bed to know what was 
become of her pigeon, cried out as loud as 
ane could, that ſhe had. found her maſter ; 
hel hich ſhe repeated ſo often, that the hoſteſs 
and the reſt of the women came to her. The 
maid fell about her miſtreſs's neck, and told 
her ſhe had found her maſter, with ſuch a 
tranſport of joy, that the poor widow. was 
afraid her huſband was come to life again, 
lor they took notice that ſhe immediately 
turned as pale as a malefaQor upon receiving 
his ſentence. At laſt the maid bid them look 
under the bed, where they eſpied the corpſe 
they had been ſo much in pain about. Altho' 
it was very heavy, the greateſt difficulty was 
not to get it from thence, but to know who 
had put it there; however, they carried it 
nto its chamber again, where they began to 
res it for burial. The players withdrew up 
ars to Deſtiny's room, who all this while 
I | B 3 . 
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did not know what to make of theſe ſtrange 
accidents. As for Leander, his head ran up- 
on nothing but his dear Angelica, which 
made him as ſullen and penſive, as Ragotin 
was ſorry that Rancour was not dead; by 
whoſe raillery he was ſo mortified, that he 
had not a word to ſay, contrary to his cuſtom 
of taking continually, and intruding upon all 
converſations, right or wrong. Rancour and 
Olive were ſo little ſurprized, both at Rago- 
tin's panic terror, and the tranſmigration of a 
dead corpſe from one room to another with- 
but any human aſhſtance, at leaſt that any 
body knew of, that Deſtiny began to ſuſped 
they had no. ſmall ſhare in the prodigy. 

In the mean time while they were debating 
the caſe in the kitchen, in order to know the 
truth of the matter, a ploughman, who juſt 
then came ſrom the field to eat his dinner, 
hearing one of the maids relate in 4a great 
fright, that her maſter's corpſe had got up of 
itfelf and walked, told her, that as he went 
through the kitchen by break of day, he fav 
two men in their ſhirts, who carried it on 
their ſhoulders into the room where it wa 
found. The brother of the deceaſed hearing 
what the fellow had ſaid, and highly reſent: 
ing fo ludicrous an action, the widow and 
der friends were preſently made acquainted 
with it; all were very much offended at it, 
and with one voice concluded, that thoſe 
men muſt certainly be ſorcerers, and that 
they deſigned to do ſome wicked thing or othet 
with the corpfe. SITS HO: 

Whilſt they were paſſing this raſh judj: 
ment upon them Rancour happening to com 
into, the kitchen, to bid them carry up pros 

8 th 


- 
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thing for breakfaſt into the ſtroller's cham- 
ber, the brother of the deceaſed aſked him, 
why he had carried his brother's body into 
his room? But Rancour was ſo far from re- 
turning an anfwer, that he did not ſo much 
as exchange a look with him; on which the 
WH widow repeated her brother's queſtion; and 
| WE feceiving only the like filent contempt for an 
| WH anſwer, flew in Rancour's face as furiouſly as 
a lioneſs bereft of her whelps ; her brother- 
: WH in-law gave him a cuff; the hoſteſs's friend 
„dad not ſpare him; and the maids put in for 
J WE their ſhare, as did alſo the men. But a ſin- 
| Wl gle man could not afford room for ſo many 
ſtrikers, who rather hindered one another; 
Rancour alone againſt ſo many, and by con- 


& Wl ſequence ſo many againſt him, was not 
ſt daunted at the number of his enemies; and, 
„ therefore making a virtue of neceſſity, he 
it WF began to uſe all that ſtrength and activity 


which" God Almighty had put into his hands, 


nt and left the reſt to fortune. Never was an 
vw Wh unequal fight ſo obſtinately maintained; for 


Rancour preſerving his judgment amidſt the 


a\ il greateſt dangers, made uſe of his policy as 
ns Wl well as ſtrength, dealt his blows with pru- 
t. dence, and improved them to the beſt ad- 
nd Wi vantage. He gave many a box which, not 
ed falling full upon the firſt cheek it met, glan- 
F ced upon a ſecond, and ſometimes a third, 
pſe 


becauſe he generally whirled about when' he 
vas going to ſtrike; ſo that with one fingle 
blow, he often extracted three different 
founds, out of three different pair of chops. 
At the noiſe of the combatants, Olive eame 


weg den into the kitchen, and had ſcarce time 

„de diſcern his comrade amidſt all thoſe that 

in N | | 
B 4 belaboured 
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belahoured him, but he felt himſelf mor 
fiercely attacked even than Rancour, who Ml © 
valour and vigarous reſiſtance now began toll © 
ſtrike his foes with terror; therefore two « Ml ? 
three of thoſe whom Rancour had beat moſt, l 
fell foul upon Olive to obtain their revenge, ! 
The noiſe increaſed, and at the ſame time h 
the hoſteſs received ſuch a blow on her littk i 
pigs-nyes, that ſhe faw a hundred thouſan 1 
- tights at the ſame time, (this is a certain 
number for an uncertain one) and was intirely 
diſabled. She howled and roared more hor- 
ribly, and perhaps more heartily than ſh: 
had done at her huſband's death. Her how! 
ing brought all the neighbours to her houſe, 
and Deſtiny and Leander into the kitchen, 
Though theſe laſt came with a ſpirit of peace, 
yet they preſently had war made upon them, 
without ſaying why or wherefore; and 2 
they did not want cuffs and blows, neither 
were they ſo uncivil as to ſuffer thoſe to 

__ . want, who had been ſo bountiſul as to gie 
them with ſuch freedom. The hoſteſs, her 
friends, and her maids cried out thieves, and 
were now only bare ſpeQators of the fight; 
- fome with eyes black and blue, others witi 
bloody | noſes, ſome with broken chops ; and 
«all of them with head-dreſſes, gowns, ſhifts 
mirts, coats, hats and wigs - torn to piece ; 
The neighbours eſpouſed the. quarrel of the 
- hoſteſs - againft thoſe ſhe called thieves ; ani 


it would require a better pen than mine 0 o 
- deſctibe the noble blows that were afterwarbl- 
given and received on both ſides. At lak 8 
animoſity and fury had ſo poſſeſſed the 1 
// + breaſts, that they began to ſeize on the fei 
and all other moveables that one might fi 


4 
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at another's head; when the curate ing 


WH accidentally into the kitchen, endeavoured to 
"WW procure peace. To ſpeak the truth, altho 
"WE they all had a mighty reſpeCt for his charac- 


"i ter, yet would he, in all probability, have 


"WH had much ado to have parted the combatants, 
' if wearineſs had not inclined them to hear-- 
N | 


ken to advice, | 
k Thus, though all aQs of hoſtility ceaſed 
on both ſides, yet the noiſe continued as be- 
U fore; for every one endeavoured to be heard 
firſt; the women eſpecially before the men; 
ne whereupon the poor good man was fain to 
ſtop his ears, and run to the door for relief. 
This having filenced the moſt vociferous, he 
faced about, entered the field of battle, and 
commanded the inn-keeper's brother to ſpeak. 
He firſt of all complained of the dead corpſe 
being carried from one room to another, and 
xaggerated the enormity of the fact. Ran- 
our and Olive pleaded guilty to the indict- 
ment, but proteſted withal, tht they had 
ot done this with any ill intent, but only to 
m; ischt one of their comrades, as they really 
id. The curate blamed them very much 
aller uit, and ſhewed them the ill conſequence: 
ſuch an action, which was carrying a jeſt 
do far. However, being a man of parts, 
nd of great intereſt among his pariſhioners, 
e found no difficulty in adjuſting the quar- 
; and ſo all parted upon even terms. But 


ar, had not yet compleated the miſchief 

e deſigned to do in that houſe; for thers) 
s heard in the upper room ſuch roaring, 
tle differs from that of a hog when he 
going to be ſtuck; and yet he who roated 
. B . W 0h 
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10 THE COMIC. 
at Ms rate was no other than Ragotin. The 
curate, the ſtrollers, and ſeveral others run. 
ning up to him, found him ſunk' up to the 
ears in a great wooden cheſt, where the hol. 
teſs kept het linen; and, what was yet more 
ome to the poor entrapped Ragotin, the 
id of the trunk, which was thick and heayy, 
had fallen upon his legs, and ſqueezed them 
ſo, that it grieved one's heart to ſee it. A 


luſty chamber-maid, who ſtood by when they 


entered the room, and looked very much 
concerned, was ſuſpected of having put the 
little man into fo ill a' place. This was the 
truth of the buſineſs; and ſhe was ſo proud 
of what ſhe had done, that whilſt ſhe was 
making one of the beds, ſhe did not vouchſafe 
to mind how they could get Ragotin out of the 
trunk, nor ſo much as anſwer thofe who a{k- 
ed her the occaſion of the noiſe they heard, 
In the mean time the little man got out of the 


__ trip, and had no ſooner the uſe of his feet but 
| he fan to his ſword. They hindered him from 


laying hold on cold iron, but could not keep him 
from cloſing with the tall maid, whom he could 
nt pre vent giving him ſuch a fierce blow on 


the pate, that all the vaſt ſeat of his: narrow 


reafon was ſhaken by it. This made him ſtart 
three ſteps backwards; but it had been but 
a fpring towards a leap, had not Olive held 
him by the breeches as he was going to 1noot 
like a . ſerpent againſt his dreadful adverſary. 
The effort he made (though to no purpoſe] 
was ſo violent, that the waiſtband of his bree- 
cies was broken by it; and thereby the peace 
of our company re- eſtabliſned in unanimous 
laughter. The curate forgot his gravity, and 
the inn-keeper's brother his affliction. Rago- 


tin 


ROMANCE. = 
tin alone was not diſpoſed to merriment, and 
therefore turned his anger againſt Olive; who 
being offended at it, truſſed him up, and car- 
ried him (brandiſhing his legs) to the bed 
which the maid was making; where, with 
the ſtrength of a Hercules, he pulled down 
his breeches (the waiſtband already being bro- 
ken) and then liftmg up his hands, and let- 
ting them fall quick and amain on his thighs 
and places adjacent, in the twinkling of an 
eye, made them look as red as ſcariet. Bold 
Ragotin flung himſelf with great courage from 
the bed on the ground: but this venturous 
action was not attended with the ſacceſs it de- 
ſerved; his foot got into a chamber-pot, which 
to his great misfortune had been left by the 
bed-ſide, and went in ſo deep, that not be- 
ing able to get it out by the help of the other 
foot, he durſt not ſtep from the bed-fide where 
he was, for fear of making. more ſport for the 
company, and bringing their raillery upon 
him, which he bore more impatiently than 
any other man could. Every body wondered to 
ſee him ſo quiet, after ſo great an emotion. 
Rancour ſuſpe&ed there was ſomething more 
than ordinary in the matter, and therefore 
having cauſed him to come out from the bed- 
fide, half willing, half not, all the c ny 
then perceived his confinement, and nobody 
could forbear laughing at the pewter- foot he 
had made for himſeif. However, we ſhall leave 
him treading the metal with pride and con- 
tempt, that we may go and welcome a new com- 
any which came at the ſame time to the inn. 
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CS © 
Jie Hiſtory . of Ragetin's Foot. 


TTAD Ragotin by his own ſtrength, and 
without the help of his friends, been 
able to take his foot from the chamber-pot, his 
anger would have laſted at leaſt all the re- 
mainder of the day: but he was obliged to 
abate ſomewhat. of his natural pride, and be 
ſubmiſſive ; humbly beſeeching Deſtiny and 
Rancour to procure the liberty of his foot, 
right or left, I know not which, for. it never 


came to my knowledge. He did not addref* 


himſelf-to Olive, from what had paſſed: betwixt 
them: nevertheleſs, Olive came to his aid, 
without entreaty, and both his companions 
and he uſed his endeavours to releaſe him. The 


repeated efforts Ragotin had made to get his 


foot free, had cauſed it to ſwell, and thoſe 
which Deſtiny and Olive uſed, ſwelled it yet 
a great deal more. Rancour put his hand to 
it firſt of all, but Jo aukwardly, or rather 
maliciouſly, that Ragotin thought he had a 
mind to make him lame for ever. He de- 
ſired him very earneſtly to let it alone, as alſo 
his comrades, and ſo laid himſelf down upon a 
bed, till the ſmith they had ſent for, could 


come to file the pot off his foot. The remain- 


ing part of the day paſſed pretty quietly in 
the inn, though ſomewhat: melancholy 'betwixt 
Deſtiny and Leander, the one being very 
much in pain about his man, who did not come 


te bring him news of his miſtreſs according to pro- 


miſe; 


ROMANCE. 13 
miſe; the other not finding in his heart to be 
merry without his Stella; beſides, he was 
concerned at the rape of Angelica, and pitied 
poor Leander, in whoſe face he ſaw all the 
marks of deep affliction. Rancour and Olive 
ſoon made a match with ſome of the inhabi- 


Ragotin, the operation on his foot being over, 
compoſed himſelf to reſt. But Whether he was 
really ſleepy, or aſhamed to appear in public af- 
ter this unlucky adventure, I will not pretend 


& ww — 


carried to his long home; and the hoſteſs, not- 
withſtanding the pious thoughts her huſband's 
death ought to have ſuggeſted, exacted ſoon 
after upon two Fngliſhmen, who were going 
to Paris, with as much barbarity as if ſhe had 
been the keeper of a Dutch tavern. 

The ſun was juſt ſet, when Deſtiny. and 
Leander, who could not ſtir from the window, 
e began to ſpy a coach with four horſes, attend- 
is Wed by three men on horſeback, and four 
ſe Wiootmen. Soon after, the maid came to de- 


t Wire them to reſign their chamber to the new 


to company; whereupon, Ragotin was obliged 
er Ito ſhew himſelf, although he had a mind to 


a reep his apartment, yet he was forced to fol- 


low Deſtiny and Leander into that, where 
the day before he fancied he had ſeen Ran- 
our die. Deſtiny was known in the kitchen 
by one of the gentlemen in the coach, -who 
as the ſame counſellor of the parliament of 
Rennes, with whom he got acquainted at 


ry Wenator, enquired of Deſtiny after Angelica, 
ne nd expreſſed a concern that ſhe was not 
o- Wound. His name was la Garoufhere, a mas 


of 


* 


tants of the village, who were at bowls; and 


to declare. The corpſe of the inn-keeper was 


be wedding, ſo fatal to poor Cave. This 
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of wit, and one who did not think himfelf MW Mc 
country wit neither; for in fact, he generi, De 


ly came to Paris to ſpend a ſum of money in the (vr 
public houſes, and put on black when the cou cor 


went into mourning. This being duly verified wb 
and recorded, ought to be as good as a patent i La 


if not of nobility, at leaſt of gentility ; beſide of 


he was a wit for the ſame reaſon that mot ane 


people pretend to have their ſhare in amuſe-Wi 


ments, as well as thoſe that have ſkill in then, din 
as proud, brutiſh, and ignorant coxcombs, wo t2* 
paſs their raſh cenſures both upon verſe and * 
proſe, though at the ſame time they think it ail © 


diſhonour to write well, and would, upon o che 


caſion, reproach a man as much for makin sT 


books as for coining. However, ſtrollers at 
the 'better for theſe pretenders, and are the 


act; for being the parrots of the poet, and 
fome among them who have wit, writing 
ſometimes plays, either out of their om 
Rock, or borrowingfrom others, people are in! 
manner ambitious of knowing them, and 
being in their company. In our days the worll 


hus done - juſtice to their profeſſion, al b. 
ſhewed a greater eſteem for them than for "© 
merly; and, to ſpeak the truth, plays m p 


theraſelves are a moſt innocent diverſion, ant 
may be as inſtructive as entertaining. The) 
are, how a-days at leaſt at Paris, purgel 


from their former lieentiouſneſs; and it were " 
td be wiſhed, the play-houſes were as vel 
vleared of pick pockets, pages, foot-met 1 


whores, orange-wenches, and ſuch the 
vermin, who haunt thoſe places rather to er 
erciſe their profeſſions, than to hear the vil 
of the poet. But let us end this digreſſion 


Mondſieul 


ROMANCE. 15 
Monſieur la Garouffiere was overjoyed to find 
Deſtiny in the inn, and made him promife to 
Jop with the company of the coach, which 
Wl conſiſted of the bridegroom of Mans, his bride, 
hom he was carrying to her own country 
Laval, the bridegroom's mother, a gentleman 
of that province, an advocate of the council, 
ad monſieur la Garouffiere, all related to one 
WW another, and whom Deſtiny ſaw at the wed- 
„ing where Angelica was ſtolen away. Add 
1 to all theſe I have named, a chamber- maid, or 
vaiting-woman, and you may find that the 
coach was pretty wellcrammed z not tomention 
„chat madam Bouvillon (for ſo was the bride- 
with groom's mother called) was one of the largeſt _ 
ceo women in France, though perhaps the ſhorteſt; 
tl for | am credibly informed, that one year 
0 with another, ſne carried thirty ſtone of fleſh, 
na beſides ſome other heavy and ſolid matters 
e vhich enter the compoſition of a human body. 
By this deſcription you will caſily believe ſhe 
was very Juicy, as all ſhort women generally 
ate. Supper was ſer ved up, Deſtiny appeared at 
table with that good mein which was inſepara- 
ble from him, and which at that time was 
not in the leaſt leſſened by dirty linen, Lean- 
der having furniſhed him with a clean ſhift and 
a cravat. He ſpoke but little, according to his 
cuſtom ; yet had he talked as much as the reſt, 
who all did it very much, he weuld not, per- 
haps, have ſaid ſo many impertinent things as 
they. La Garouffiere helped him to a bit ofeve- 
ry thing that was good on the table. Madam 
Bouvillon did the ſame in emulation of la Ga- 
rouffiere, and with ſo little conſideratien, that 
in one moment all the diſhes were empty, 
and Deſtiny's plate ſo full of wings and logs 
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of fowls, that I have often wondered ſince, 
how they could raiſe by chance ſuch a py; 
mid of meat, on ſo narrow a baſis as the bot. 
tom of a plate. La Garouffiere did not mind 
what he did, ſo very buſy was he about talk. 
ing poetry to Deſtiny, to beſpeak his good opi. 
nion of his own wit; madam Bouvillon, who 
had alſo a project in her head, continued her 
good offices to the player, and finding no more 
pullets to carve, was reduced to help him 19 
ſome ſwingeing ſlices of a leg of mutton. He 


was at a loſs whatto dowith them, and waslook- 


ing for a place where to put two ſlices he had in 
both his hands, when the country gentleman, 
Who was unwilling to hold bis tongue to the 
prejudice of his ſtomach, aſked Deſtiny with 
a ſmile, whether he could cat all the meat he 
had upon his plate? Deſtiny caſt his eyes upon 
it, and was not a little ſurprized to ſee, al 
moſt level with his chin, an heap of carved 
pullets with which la Garouffiere and Bouvillon 
had erected a trophy to his merit. He bluſh- 
ed, and could not forbear laughing; Bouvll- 
lon was put out of countenance, la Garouffiere 
laughed heartily, and put all the company into 
ſo good a humour, that they broke out into a 
laughter for four or five ſeveral, times ſuccel- 
fively. The ſervants began where their mal- 
ters left off, and laughed in their turns; which 
the bride found ſo comical, that breaking into 
immoderate laughter as ſhe was going to drink, 
ſhe ſpouted the greateſt part of the wine which 
was in her glaſs in her mother-in-law's face, 
and diſtributed the reſt either on the table, or 
the cloaths of thoſe that ſat next her. They 
all began to laugh again, except Bouvillon, 
who coloured at it, and caſt an angry look upon 


her poor daughter-in-law, which palled their 
| of 


oo r 
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joy a little. At laſt they made an end of laugh- 
ing, becauſe it is not poſſible to laugh always: 
madame Bouvillon and her ſon wiped off the 
wine which trickled down their eyes and 
cheeks, and the young bride aſked their par- 
dons, having ſtill much ado to forbear laugh- 
ing. Deſtiny laid his plate on the middle of 
the table, and every one took his own ſhare 
out of it. They talked of nothing elſe during 
the ſupper, and raillery good or bad was carried 
on to a high pitch, though the ſerious air 
which madame Bouvillon put on prepoſterouſ- 
ly, did, in ſome meaſure, diſturb the mirth of 
the "company. As ſoon as ſupper was over, 
and the cloth taken away, the ladies retired to 
their chamber, the advocate and the country 
ſquite called for cards, and went to piquete 
la Garouffiere and Deſtiny, who were none of 


thoſe that Know not What to do when they do 
not play, had a very ingenious converſation to- 


gether, and perhaps the beſt that ever was held 
at an inn of Lower Mayne. La Garouffiere 
diſcourſed with deſign, on all he thought moſt 
remote from the knowledge of a player, whoſe 
vit and judgment have generally narrower li- 
mits than his memory; but Deſtiny talked of 
every thing like a man of great ſkill, and who 
underſtood the world. Among the reſt, with 
all the nicety of diſcernment imaginable, he 
diſtinguiſhed thoſe women who have a great 
deal of wit, and never uſe it but upon occaſi- 


on, from thoſe who uſe it only to be thought 


witty ; likewiſe thoſe women who endeavour 


to imitate filly buffoons, that can laugh at, 


and even make themſelves licentious alluſions 
and paltry equivocations; in a word, that ſet 
up for being the jeſters of their pariſh, from 


thoſe who make up the moſt lovely and agreea - 


ble 
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18 THE COMIC 


ble part of the beau- monde, and ate the choc. 
eſt company. He ſpoke alſo of thoſe women 
who write as well as thoſe men that make it 
their profeſſion, and who do not publiſh the; 
productions of their brain, merely out of : 
principle of modeſty. La Garouffiere, why 
was an accompliſhed gentleman, and knew hoy 
to diſcern a man of nice breeding, wondered 
how a ſtroller could be fo well acquainted with 
true politenefs and civil converſation. Whill 
he admires him within himſelf, and the adye- 
- cate and gentleman, who by this time had gu. 
en over playing, upon a diſpute about a faced 
card, yawned and gaped frequently, whic 
probably might proceed from an inchnation ti 
fleep ; three beds were got ready for them ini" 
the chamber where they had ſupped, and Del 
tiny retired to that of his companions, where 
he lay with Leander. 


CHAI 
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Another Di ſaſter which befel Ragotin. 


N ANCOUR and Ragotin lay in the ſame 
bed; as for Olive, he ſpent part of the 
cht in ſtitching up and darning his cloaths, 
which had been torn in ſeveral places while he 
rappled with the paſſionate Ragotin. "Thoſe 
ho were particularly acquainted with Ragotin, 
ook notice, that when he ſcuffled with any 
dy, which he did frequently, he ever tore or 
tnſtitched the cloaths of his adverſary, either 
tally, or in part. This was his ſureſt ſtroke z 
ind whoever was to fight a pitched battle with 
tim, might have harred tearing of cloaths, as 
people are wont to do puſhing at the face in 
encing. Rancour aſked him as they were go- 
no to bed, if he was well, for he thought he 
voked very ill; to which Ragotin anſwered, he 
ever was better in his life. It was not long ere 
hey fell aſleep; and Ragotin may thank the 
reſpe& which Rancour had for the honourable 
dompany that were come to the inn, whoſe 
fepoſe he cared not to diſturb ; otherwiſe the 
le man had had but a ſorry night of it. In 
he mean time Olive was buſy about his 
baths, and having put them in good repair, 


ook Ragotin's wlſo; and, with the dexterity of 
| nice botchef made both the waiſtcoat and 
reeches ſtraiter, and then laid them again in 


art of the night in ſowing and unſowing, he 
nt to ded with Ragotin and Rancour. They 


heir places. Now having paſſed the greateſt 
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20 THE COMIC 
got up be times, as is uſual in all inns, wher 
the noiſe begins with the day. Rancour tod 
Ragotin again that he looked very ill; Oliye 
told him the ſame, ſo that he began to belien 
them; and finding at the ſame time his cloath; 
above four inches too ſtrait, he did not queſtion 
but that he was ſwoln ſo much during the time 
he had been aſleep, and was not a little fright. 
ened at ſo ſudden a change. Rancour and Olite 
ſtill continued to remind him how ill he looked, 
and Deſtiny and Leander, whom they had ac- 
quainted with the plot, told him likewiſe hi 
was ſtrangely altered. Poor Ragotin was very 
much concerned and wept at it: Deſtiny could 
not forbear ſmiling, which made the little man 
very angry. He went into the kitchen, where 
every body told him of his ill looks ; the like 
did the company that belonged to the coach, 
who having a great way to go, were in like 
manner up betimes. They invited the {trol 
ers to breakfaſt, and all drank the ſick man's 
health; who, in ſtead of thanking them, went 
out grumbling, and in a melancholy mood re 
paired to the ſurgeon of the town, to whom 
he gave an account of his ſwelling. The fur 
geon made a long deſcant upon the cauſe and 
effect of his diſeaſe, of which he underſtood, 
however, as much as of Algebra; and fo 
above a quarter of an hour entertained him 
- with the obſcure terms of his art, to as little 
purpoſe as if he had diſcourſed about Preſte 
Johri. Ragotin at length grew impatient, and 
aſked him, ſwearing to admiration for a litti 
man, whether he had nothing elſe to {a 
The ſurgeon would have gone on with his rea 
ſoning, but Ragotin threatened to beat him, and 
had certainly done it, had not the operato 
humbled himſelf before his angry patient, ” 5 

| Whom 
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hom he drew twelve ounces of blood, and 
upped him on the ſhoulders at a venture. The 


eration was juſt over when Leander came to 
ll Ragotin, that if he would promiſe him not 
obe angry, he would acquaint him with a 


vainſt him. He promiſed more than Leander 
could deſire; and ſwore, as he hoped to be ſa- 
red, that he would be as good as his word. 
Leander told him he deſired to have witneſs 
of his oath, and therefore carrying him back 
to the inn, he there in the preſence of all, 


both maſters and ſervants, made him ſwear 
ig new, and after told him ſomebody had made 


anWhis cloaths ſtraiter than they were. At firſt 
rofWRagotin reddened for ſhame, and then turning 
ke pale with anger and indignation, was about to 


break his dreadful and ſolemn oath, when ſeven 
Wor eight perſons at once began to preach to him 
with ſuch vehemence, that though he ſwore 
like a madman, yet he could not be heard. At 
length he ceaſed to bluſter ; but the company 
lid not ceaſe to adviſe him. At laſt, however, 
he came off better than could have been ex- 
WW jected ; for falling a ſinging as loud as ever he 
nol could, what ſongs came firſt into his head, he 
changed the noiſe of confuſed voices into re- 
on peated peals of laughter, which from the maſ- 
ml ters were echoed by the ſervants, and ſo paſ- 
i I from the place of action, to all other pla- 
cl ces in the inn, whither different buſineſſes had 
"08 called different perſons. Whilſt the noiſe of 
lo many people's laughirg diminiſhes by de- 


ſound of diſtant echoes, the faithful chrono- 


whether courteous or uncourteous, or ſuch as 


ture has made him. CHAP. 


piece of roguery that had been contrived a- 


zrees, and is loſt in the air, ſomewhat like the 


ger ſhall make an end of this preſent chap- 
ter under the gracious favour of the reader, 
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THE COMIC 


e . W. 


How madame Bouvillon could not reſiſt temftatim; 
and how ſbe got a bump on her ſoreſtead. 


H E coach that was to go a great jour-lſpen 
ney the next morning, was ready earl; pon 
for that purpoſe ; the ſeven that were to go infſail. 
it, crowded together as cloſe as poſſible. An: 
the time appointed it went off, but had nat no- 
gone above ten yards before the axle-trec broke, law 
This made the coachman curſe his misfortune, gon 
and the paſſengers curſe him, as if he could 
have warranted the ſtrength of his axle: tree. ſom 
Now were his people to be drawn forth one ing 
by one, and obliged to return to the inn from bac 
whence they came; but this did not vex them ls 
2ſo much as when they heard that there was no obe 
coach-maker to be met with nearer than 2B 
large town three leagues off. 'Thus they im-{Weet 
mediately called a council, but came to no re- ltt 
ſolutions, plainly perceiving their caravan vie 
not likely to be fitted for action till the next ſm 
day. Madame Bouvillon, who had preſerved Hen 
to "herſelf a great authority over her ſon, He 
the whole eſtate of the family came by her, . 
commanded him in the mean time to take one In. 
of the ſervants horſes, and mount his wife on io! 
another, and fo go viſit an old uncle of her's, Ne 
who was then curate of the ſame town from W'' 
whence this coach-mender was to come. The MI 
lord of that town was likewiſe a relation to th 
counſellor, and moreover an acquaintance 8 1 
6 A = 
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he advocate, and therefore they alſo reſolved 
o take a ſtrole to the ſame place, and on the 
ame account. For this end their landlady was 
to furniſh them with horſes, which ſhe did, 
mough at a very great rate. Madame Bou- 
villon being thus left alone, either becauſe ſhe 
cas tired, or feigned to be ſo, or that no horſe 
was able to carry her weight, ſent her ſervant 
to Deſtiny to deſire him to come and dine with 
her; and, whilft dinner was getting ready, 
{Went her time in drefling. Firſt ſhe curled and 
y powdered, then put on a laced apron and night- 
rail, and afterwards took to pieces a point de Ve- 
We cravat of her ſon's to make her a com- 
node. After this ſhe opened her daughter-in- 
e Mlaw's trunk, and took thence her wedding- 
e eown and put it on. In a word, thus tricked 
{Mp and adorned, ſhe looked like a Venus, tho? 
e MWlomewhat of the fatteſt. Now, notwithſtand- 
ne Ming all theſe preparations of her's, Deſtiny 
m bad, no doubt, much rather have dined with 
mMhis companions ; but then how could he have 
no Wobeyed the commands of his admirer madame 
Pavillon? He therefore not knowing how to 
get free, was forced to. comply; but was not a 
kttle ſurprized, when he faw his paramour fo 
youthfully dreſſed. She received him with a 
imiling countenance, took him by the hands, 
and ſqueezed him after a manner that convinc- 
ed him ſhe meant ſomething more than ordina- 
ry. He, for his part was leſs ſolicitous of his 
nvitation, than the occaſion of it, and there- 
tore often negleQed eating, which gave her an 
opportunity to preſs him. He knew not what 


mW fay to her, being naturally no great talker ; 
he but this defect ſhe plentifully fupplied by never 
he Weealing herſelf. She was but too ingenious to 


fer any chaſm in converſation for want of 
DF ſomething 


4 HY SY RE 
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ſomething to ſay. When a woman who talk; 
much, meets with a man that ſays little ang 
does not anſwer her, ſhe always talks the more : 
for judging of her friend by herſelf, and perceiy. 
ing that he has not reparteed to what ſhe hz, 
advanced, ſhe preſently believes he has not 
been pleaſed with what was ſaid laſt; ang 
therefore, to mend the matter, proceeds to (x 
ſomething new. The only way that can pro- 
Poſe to deal with ſuch women as theſe, is to 
talk as much, if not more than they; for thus, 
if they be ſilenced, their voices may at leaſt be 
drowned. As for the matchleſs Bouvillon, ſhe 
was the moſt immoderate talker of nothing that 
ever was known; forſhe not only talked to herſelf 
while ſhe was in private, but would anſwer 
herſelf likewiſe. The ſilent diſpoſition of Deſ- 
tiny giving her an opportunity, ſhe determined 
to divert him with ſome long ſtory or other, 
The ſubjeQ ſhe choſe to ſpeak of, was the in- 
trigues of Laval, the town where ſhe lived; but 
ſhe never happened to blame any perſon or aQi- 
on, but ſhe always took thence an occaſion to 
commend herſelf; proteſting at every ſtroke of 
ſatyr on her neighbour, that though ſhe was 
guilty of many faults, yet in that particular ſhe 
was innocent. Though Deſtiny was extremely 
mortified at the beginning of her diſcourſe, and 
made her no anſwer, yet he afterwards found 
himſelf obliged, for quietneſs ſake, to ſmik 
now and then and ſometimes to cry ont, Ob! 
that's pleaſant, oh ! that's ſtrange l both which 
he often ſpoke, though moſtly ma! a Props: 
As ſoon. as Deſtiny had done eating, the table 
Was cleared. Then madame Bouvillon clap: 

ping herſelf down at the feet of the bed, pulled 
him down by her, and her ſervant (letting the 
_ waiters of the inn go out firſt): leaving 1 

: | Wille, 


4 
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wiſe, drew the door after her, and ſhut it: 
this madame Bouvillon perceiving, and thinking 
that Deſtiny had alſo obſerved it, ſaid to him. 
dee this fooltſh jade has ſhut the door after her. 
To which he replied, If you pleaſe, madam, Pl! 
open it. No, faid ſhe, ſtopping him, let it 
lone; but you know, continued ſhe, when 
wo perſons are locked up together, as they 
- Whive an opportunity to do what they pleaſe, 
) Whcople will judge of them as they pleaſe. It 
z not on ſuch reputations as yours, madam, 
replied Deſtiny, for people to paſs raſh judg- 
ments. However, Sir, quoth Bouvillon, one 
annot have too much caution againſt ſlander. 
Vell, madam, replied Deſtiny, but people 
ill not talk without grounds, and ſure they can 
we none when they refle& upon the inequality 
if our conditions. Will you pleaſe therefore, 
adam, continued he, that I go open the door ? 


n- Wy no means, Sir, quoth ſhe, going to bolt it, 
ut {nd adding withal, for as long as people think 
li- ſhut, it is better it was really ſo, that no 


ody may come in upon us without our conſent; 
aving ſaid thus much, and performed the 
fice of a friend for herſelf, ſhe turned toward; 


ſhe Weſtiny, giving him to underſtand by her large 
ely Ney cheeks, and little ſparkling eyes, what ſport 
and Wc had a mind to be at. Then ſhe proceeded 
und take off her handkerchief from her neck, and 


ereby diſcovered, to her lover at leaſt, ten 


)b ! Wound of exuberant breaſt ; that is to ſay, neat 
ch We third part of her boſom, the reſt bei 
10 tributed in two equal portions under her 
able 


-pits. This ill intention of her's cauſing het 
' bluſh (which ſometimes the moſt impudent 
ll do) her neck was become as red as het 
be, and both together might be well taken at 


7 


Tdftarice for a ſcarlet ridmg-hood: Al this 
> made 


Vor. II. - 
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made Deſtiny blu ſh too, but it was with ſhame, 
when I'll give you leave to gueſs what might 
be the cauſe of madame Bouvillon's bluſhins 
Then ſhe bega to complain, that ſhe had 
ſomething troubled her in her back, and there- 
fore moving herſelf about in her harneſs, as if 
ſhe had itched, begged of Deſtiny to thruſt hi 
hand down her ſtays to ſcratch her. This the 
vouth immediately obeyed her in, trembling al 
the while; but whilſt he was employed in ples. 
arg her behind, ſhe diverted herſelf with hin 
beiore, handling his ſides through his waif:- 
ccat, and aſking him often, if he was not tick- 
liſh > Whilſt theſe lovers were thus: pleaſing 
each other, Ragotin came to the .door and 
knocking and bawhing like a mad-man, called 
out aloud to Deſtiny to open the door. This Def- 
tiny going to perform drew his hand from Bouyll- 
lon's back; but offering to go between her and 
the table, as the ſhorteſt cut, he chanced to trip 
againſt a nail in the floor, which brought hi 
down with his head againſt a bench after ſuch a 
violent manner, that he lay ſome time for dead 
Madame Bouvillon in the mean time catched uf 
her handkerchief, and having thrown it over he 
ſhoulders, made all the haſte ſhe could to ope 
the door; which having done, and Ragotin pull 
ing againſt it with all his force at the ſam 
time, gave the poor lady ſo cruel a blow ont 
face, that it almoſt flatted her noſe, and ali 
raiſed a lump on her forehead. This made he 
ery out, ſne was dead; which, though the It 
tle: raſcal heard, he nevertheleſs made no ei 
cuſe for; but leaping and, bounding about 
room like a mad-man, bawled out, Angelici 
found! Angelica's found I. This he did t 
louder to provoke Deſtiny's anger, who i 


All this while calling for madame Bouvillo 
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maid to come and help her miſtreſs, which ſhe 
nevertheleſs could not poſſibly hear, by reaſon 
of the noiſe which Ragotin made. At length 
the ſervant came, and brought water and a 
clean napkin; when between her and 
Deſtiny there was quickly ſome ſmall reparation 
made for the damage done by the door. But 
however great was Deſtiny's impatience to 
know what more news Ragotin hadbrought, he, 
notwithſtanding, would not leave madame 
Bouvillon till her face was waſhed, and her 
forehead bound up with a bandage, to obtain 
2 farther account of his meſſage. 
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E YT 


Of things that will divert, it may be, the lu 
1 of the whale book, {© / 


/ 


A 


F T is true Angelica was found a ain, and 
had been brought away by Leander's ſer— 
vant. This ſervant had but too much wit to let 
any body know that Leander was his maſter; 
and Angelica endeavoured to diſguiſe that by 
policy, which Olive and Rancour had done be- 
fore bluntly. Leander enquired of Angelica and 
his ſervant, whom he made paſs for one of his 
friends, where and how he had found her; and 
which queſtions he happened to aſk juſt as R 
gotin entered, leading in Deſtiny in triumph 
or rather dragging him after him, becauſe hai rat 
could not go ſo faſt as he would have him. A hot 


firft Deſtiny and r embraced with reci\M hac 
procal teſtimonies of friendſhip, and with tha on, 
tenderneſs which friends long abſent are wont t and 
ſhow on an unexpected interview. LeandeM ver 
and ſhe careſſed only with their eyes, leaving lay 
farther demonſtrations of kindneſs to a privat that 
meeting. In the mean time Leander's ſervan con; 
began his ſtory afterthe following manner, treat him 
ing his maſter all the while like his frien mad 
After I had left you, quoth he, addreſſing him in o 
Nlftof Leander, I purſueq thy raviſhers of Ange prej 
lica, as you had deſired me, till ſun-ſet, whe ting 


and not before, I loſt ſight of them. Ne 
morni 
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morning I was not a little ſurpriſed to find the 
dy I looked after at the entrance of a wood 
alone, on foot, and all diſſolved in tears. 
Hereupon having acquainted her that I was 
rour friend, and that it was at your deſire that I 
had gone in queſt of her, ſhe ſeemed tobe ſome- 
what comforted, and begged of me to conduct 
her to Mans, or atleaſt to carry her to Lean- 
er, if I knew where to find him. Now, ma- 
dam, continued he, turning to Angelica, it 
muſt be your part to relate the reſt, for you 
know you were ſo afflicted on the road, that 
did not care to aſk you any queſtions. Thoſe 
-: that were leaſt curious of all the company, had 
et vet a mind to learn from Angelica's own mouth 
he account of ſo ſtrange an adventure; for 
by firange it might well ſeem to them, that a 
e-M joung lady ſhould be carried away with ſuctr 
na violence, and afterwards ſurrendered, or rather 
abandoned, without the leaſt force. Previous 
od to this relation, Angelica firſt deſired they would 
2 belp her to a bed; which not being able to do, 
bis the inn was at that time full, the honeſt cu- 
hey rate obliged her with a chamber in his ſiſter's 
AG houſe, which was next door. Now Angelica 
ci had not fo great occaſion for a bed to ſleep 
1200 on, as to reſt herſelf upon; therefore Deſtiny 
and Leander, with the reſt of the company, 
de vere admitted to her bed-ſide as ſoon as ſhe 
ing lay down. Although ſhe would have been glad 
ati that Leander ſhould; have an opinion of her 
au conſtancy, yet ſhe could not well look upon 
him without bluſhing. The obſerving this 


in order to divert her from doing herſelf any 
prejudice, he immediately put her upon rela- 


nant could not. This requeſt of his ſhe forth+ 
1 | C 3 with 


made him pity her confuſion extremely; and, 


ting that part of the adventure which his ſer- 
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with proceeded to gratify, as follows. Von 
may imagine, ſays ſne, my mother and I were not 
a little ſurpriſed, when, while we were walkin 
together in the garden that adjoins our houſe, 
we ſaw all of a ſudden, a little door open, 
which looks toward the country, and five 
fix men enter, who immediately ſeized me, 
without regarding my mother, and carried me 
away, half dead with fear, to their horſes. My 
mother, whom you all know to be one of the 
moſt reſolute women in the world, fell furiouſ. 
ly upon the firſt of thoſe ſhe overtook, and 
reduced him to that condition, that he could 
not poſſibly get out of her hands till he called 
one of his companions to his aſſiſtance. The 
ice that refcued him, who was fo baſe as to 
eat my mother, as I heard him afterwards boaſt 
of on the road, was, it ſeems, the author of this 
enterprize. He nevertheleſs came not near me 
all that night, during which we marched like 
perſons purſued by an enemy, and that through 
the moſtprivate roads they could find; for other 
wiſe the noiſe 1 made would certainly have 
brought ſomebody to my relief. They ſo mans- 
ged the matter, that we met with but one [ittle 
village in our way; the inhabitants whereof 
ſoon raiſed with my lamentations; but they 
were not numerous enough to reſcue me. 
The morning came, and then my raviſher 
approaching, no ſooner ſaw me, than he fled 
away in à great paſſion, and afterwards aſſem 
bled a council of his companions, which laſted 
about half an hour. My raviſher after that 
ſeemed to be enraged as much as I was grieve, 
and often ſwore he would play the devil wil 
his companions. Their tumultuous aſſemb 
being at an end, I unſucceſsfully endeavoured 
know what they had agreed on; but we wet 
Als, 8 -p0 
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| WH put on our march again; and from that time 
forward I had leſs reſpect paid me than before. 
5 WY They quarrelled with me as often as they ſaw - 
„ne ſuneaſy, and curſed me as much as if J had 
been ſome great offender. They carried me 


away, as you might perceive, ſpeaking to Le- 
„eder, with a player's habit on, which they 
e 


hid by throwing one of their cloaks over me. 
y They met a man upon the road, of whom 


i il they endeavoured to inform - themſelves of ſome 
- WE matters ; I was ſurpriſed to find that man Lean- 
"dl BY der, and believe he was no leſs aſtoniſhed to 
i me; for he knew me as ſoon as ever I dil- 
ed covered my habit, as well as by my face. He 
be BY may inform you if he pleaſes what he did. 
to For my part, ſeeing ſo many ſwords drawn up- 
al WW on him, I fainted away in the arms of him 
nie that held me upon the horſe; and when I 
me came to myſelf, found we were again upon our 
ke march, but ſaw Leander no more. Hereupon 
10 [ began to redouble my cries; but my raviſh- 
el ers, wnereof there was one wounded, little re- 
. garding me, took their way croſs the country, 


and laſt night ſtopped at a little village, where 
of they lay and. paſſed for ſoldiers. This morning, 
at the entrance of a wood they met a man with 
young gentlewoman on horſeback; her they 
immediately unmaſked, and having ſo done, it 
ſeems, knew her; when taking her from her 
guardian, and beſtowing on him a few blows of 
a cudgel, they immediately rode away with 
her, as they had with me; ſhe making as 
great, if not greater, lamentations than I had 
done. When I heard her voice, I fancied I 
knew her, but could not be poſitive. After we 
had got about fifty paces into the wood, the 
man who ſeemed to be their commander, rode 
up to the-perſon that carried me, and cried to 
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him, ſet down that ſlabbering milkſop you haze 
_ behind you, and let her ſhift for herſelf. Here. 
in he was immediately obeyed, and I was all on 
a ſudden left alone upon the ground. 'The dread 
] had to be thus alone would have certainly 
been the end of me, had not this gentleman 
here (meaning Leander's ſervant) who brought 
me hither, followed at adiſtance, and found me 
in that condition. The reſt he has acquainted 
you with already. But, continued ſhe, ad- 
drefling herſelf to Deſtiny, I believe that ſame 
lady which was preferred to me is your ſiſter, 
my companion ; and the reaſon I have for it, 
is not only the reſemblance of her voice with 
that 1 heard, but likewiſe the man that carried 
her, I dare be poſitive, was the ſervant you 
took laſt. What's that you tell me? quoth Deſ- 
tiny, ſomewhat . diſturbed. I tell you my 
thoughts, replied Angelica; but I may be de- 
ceived, one perſon may be like another! 
yet till I fear it was ſhe. I fear ſo too, 
repued Deſtiny, with his coũntcrancr mach 
changed, for I have ſome reaſon to apprehend 
a certain perſon in this province for an enemy, 
that would do me ſuch a ſervice. But how 


came ſhe at the entrance of a wood, continued 


be, when Ragotin left her yeſterday at Mans! 
I will ſend away for one of my friends thither 

reſently, purſued he, to know the truth, while 
I ſtay behind to determine on ſome ſuitablereſc- 
lution to the news he brings. As hehad done 
ſpeaking, he heard ſomebody call him in the 
ſtreet ; and ſtepping to the window perceived 
it was monſieur la Garouffiere, who was juſt 
then returned from his viſit, and who told him, 
he had ſomething of importance to communicate 
to him. He went down to wait on him, and 
thereby left Leander and Angelica together, e 
N ene 


RO NEUE. 33 
enjoy each other after ſo tedious an abſence, 
and to pour out their ſighs and vows into one 
another's boſom. I fancy it would have been 
ro ſmall pleaſure either to have feen or heard 
them; but their greateſt happineſs was to be 


alone. During this, Deſtiny demanded of la 


Garouffiere what he had to ſay to him. Do 
you know a certain gentleman called Verville, 
quoth Garouffiere, and that he is one of your 
friends? He is the only perſon that I have been 
obliged to in the world, replied Deſtiny; he 
theman I honour moſt, and who! believe has 
the like kindneſs and reſpe& for me. I believe 
the fame, anſwered Garouffiere, for I met him 
to-day at the gentleman's where I dined, and all 
his diſcourſe was of you, He aſked me a hun- 
fred queſtions concerning you, without my being 
able toſatisfy him any; and if I had not promiſed 
to ſend you to him, he would certainly; have 
come hither to wait on you before now, al: 
though he hath a great deal of buſineſs upon 
his hands where he is. Deſtiny thanked him 
heartily for his kind information, and baving 


learned farther from him, where his friend Ver- 


nile was, reſolved to go to him that very mi- 


his enemy Saldagne, whom he knew very well 
tobe the perſon that carried off Angelica; and, 
provided ſhe was not miſtaken in the voice ſne 
had heard, the deſigning raviſher of his deareſt 
ella. He deſired his companions to return 
mmediately to Mans, to congratulate Mrs. 
ave, in hisname, upon the news of herdaugh- 
er's being found; and that they would ei- 
der {end a man on purpoſe, or one of them 
ome ſpeedily back, to tell him how Stella did, 
rovided he could hear any news of her. He 
den informed himſelf farther of his way to the 


C 5 town 


ute, hoping to learn from him ſome news of 
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town where Verville was to be found; and h;. 
ing obtained the curate's promiſe that his ſifte; 
mould take care of Angelica, till ſuch time 3; 
he ſent for her from Mans, he took Leander; 
horſe, and got about night to the town where 
Verville was. He did not think proper to po 
himſelf to Verville, for fear he might meet Sal. 
dagne at his firſt coming, whom heknew to he 
thereabouts ; and therefore ſtepping into a litte 
hedge ale-houſe hard by, he ſent the boy to 
Verville, to let him know that the gentleman 
whom he had defired to ſee, was there wait. 
ing for him. Verville came, and throwing hi 
arms about Deſtiny's neck, continued for ſome 
time embracing him, being ſcarce able to ſhoy 
the love and tenderneſs he had for him. 
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ROMANCE. 


69 
1 


* 


Thie perhaps will entertain its reader as little 
as its foregoing. 


V ERVILLE and Deſtiny gave an ac- 


count to each other of all matters con- 
cerning them, which they were ſeparately ig- 
norant of. Verville told Deſtiny of the wondrous 
brutality of his brother Saint Far, and of the 
great patience of his wife in bearing with him; 
he thedce took occaſion to extolhis own happi- 
neſs, in having ſo good a woman to his wife, 
and afterwards told him news of the baron D' 
Arques, his father, and of monſieur de Saint 
Sauveur. Deſtiny, on his part, related all his 
adventures, not concealing the leaſt; and Ver- 
ville farther acquainted him, that Saldagne 
ſtill continued to ve thereabouts, as ill a life 
as ever, promiſing withal, that if Stella was to - 
be found in his cuſtody, Eo would do all that 
lay in his power to recover her out of his hands, 
at the hazard both of his own life, and thoſe 
of his friends, which he could command. He 
farther informed him, that he had no place to 
retire to, but his father's, and another gentle- 
man's in the country, who was as bad as he, 


and having little or no eſtate to,maintain him- 


ſelf, could not be able to.entertain another long. 
He muſt therefore, continued he, come to our 
houſe ſpeedily, if he will remain in our pro- 


vince. 


. 
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vince. My father bears with him, it is true, 


on account of relationſhip; but my brother 
Saint Far, now cares no more about him. | 


would adviſe you therefore, proceeded he, to 


come along with me to my father's to-morroy, 
where I will place you ſo that you ſhall obſerye 
all Saldagne does, without any one beholding 
you but thoſe you have a mind to ſee. Deſtiny 
liked this advice of his friend Verville very well, 
and reſolved to follow it; but Verville being 
to ſup that night with one of the principal gen- 
tlemen of the town, an old wan, his relation, 
who had deſigned him for his heir, it could not 
be put in execution till the next morning. 
Deſtiny, for his part, ſupped only on what he 


* could find in the ale-houſe, and went to bed be- 


times, that he might not make his friend wait for 
him the next day, for they had defigned to be 


on their journey by ſun-riſe. 


At the hour appointed they ſet forth; and as 
they rid along, for three leagues together, en- 
5 other with thoſe particulars they 

had not time to fpeak of before. As foon as 
they were got to their journey's end, Vervilk 
placed Deſtiny in the houſe of a ſervant of his, 
whom he had married not Tong before to a wo- 
man in that town, and who lived very prettily, 


not far off from the baron D' Arques his father. 


He gave particular orders that he ſhould be kept 
private, and promiſed he would return to him 
in a very ſhort time. It was not above two 


dours before he came back; and acquainted 
Deſtiny at the firſt ſtroke, that he had bad news 
dc tell him. Whereupon, he grew pale and 
began to tremble z but Verville ſoon removed 
the cauſe of Deſtiny's fear, by the following 
relation. Twas no ſooner alighted, ſaid he, but! 

' faw your friend Saldagne cartied-between four 
* men 
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men into a ground-chamber ; being hurt by a 
fall from his horſe, which had ſo bruiſed him, that 
he was not able to walk. At firſt ſight of me 
he told me he had occaſion to ſpeak with me, 
and defired me to come to his chamber after 
the ſurgeon, who was then preſent, had done 
dreſſing his leg, which had been extremely 
ſhattered by his fall. Iaccordingly went; and, 
as ſoon as we were alone, he began thus: I 
muſt, ſays he, confeſs all my faults to you, 
though you are the leaſt indulgent of any of my 
cenſurers, your prudence being a continual 
terror to my folly. Saldagne afterwards owned 
he had carried off an actreſs, for whomhe ſaid he 
had cheriſhed a deſire all his lifelong, and would 
tell me the particulars thereof, which he be- 
leved I ſhould be ſurpriſed at. He told me, in 
conſequence, that the gentleman I mentioned 
before, who had been uſed #0 entertain him, 
having been obliged to leave the province on ac- 
count of aſſiſting a brother who had been found 
to have made bad ſalt, he was forced to brin 
his booty to my father's houſe ; and to deſire 
that his ſiſter, my wife, would conceal her in 
her apartment, for fear this action of his ſhould 
come to his father's knowledge, which he faid 
he dreaded. He afterwards conjured me to lend 
him one of my ſervants, his own being very 
great blockheads, for conducting her fafe to 
an houſe of his in Britany, whither he ſaid he 
would follow as ſoon as ever he could well 
mount his horſe. He-aſked me farther, if I 
could not procure him 2 man or two more to 
accompany my ſervant, for he well knew how 
üffcult a thing it would be for three men to 
carry off a woman ſo far without her conſent. 
The better to ſerve you, I made him be- 
lere this an eaſy matter to accompliſh. ' Now, 
bo continued 


2» 
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continued Verville to Deſtiny, his ſervants ate 
altogether ſtrangers to you, and mine is a ver; 
cunning fellow, and faithful to me ; therefor: 
I will cauſe him to tell Saldagne that he will 
take along with him a ſtout fellow, an acquain- 
tance of his, to aſſiſt him; and that ſame fel- 
low I deſign ſhall be you. Therefore, purſued 
he, your miſtreſs muſt be acquainted with our 
intention; and this very night, when they 
think to get a great way by the help of the 
moon, ſhe muſt feign herſelf ſick in the firſt 
village; then will they be obliged to ſtop ; and 
my ſervant ſhall make Saldagne's men drunk 
She ſhall afterwards ſeem to recover ; and then 
proceeding on their journey, it will be an eaſy 
matter for my man to impoſe on-the drunkards, 
and to make them believe that you come behind 
with their charge; while you ſhall go a quite 
contrary way, and fo get off with your dear 
Stella. Deſtiny found a great deal of maſter] 
contrivance in this propoſal of Verville's, whole 
man, whom they had ſent for, now enteredthe 
chamber. 'They conſulted, together what they 
had to do; and having agreed on all points, 
Verville retired with Deſtiny, the reſt of the day, 
being unwilling to part with him ſo quickly af 
ter ſo long an abſence, though he nevetheleſ P 
hoped to ſee him again at Bourbon, whither be 


was to go. | | th 
At length night came, and, Deſtiny wen - 
with Verville's ſervant to the place appointed. 4 


Saldagne's two men failed not to be there like 
wiſe z and Verville, by Saldagne's order; con f 
ſigned into their bands the charge of - Stella © 
Vou cannot imagine what joy enflamed thei 8 
two lovers hearts at this interview but {pea 1 
they muſt not, and to look janguifhinghy the 
dare not, ſo that their paſſion might de wel 
bauntiuco d N terme 
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termed inexpreſſible. They had not gone above 

half a league before Stella began to complain, 

and her attendants exhorted her to take courage 

till ſhe came to a town about two leagues off, 

where they gave her hopes ſhe ſhould reſt. 

Her malady increaſed at every ſtep, and Ver- 
WH ville's man and Deſtiny did all that in them lay 
to prevent Saldagne's ſervants from miſtruſting 
the reality of her ſickneſs, ſo near to the place 
they ſet out from. At laſt they arrived at 
dle town, and immediately went to the inn 
(whereof there was but one in all the 
place) which they happily found full of gueſts 
and drunkards. Stella continued to groan, 
and feigned ſickneſs better by candle, than 
ſhe had done by the day-light. She cal- 
led for a bed, and lay down in her cloaths, re- 
quiring her guards but to leave her only for an 
hour, and ſhe did not queſtion, but by that time 
ſhe ſhould be fit to get on horſeback again. They 
accordingly left her, and Saldagne's ſervants de- 
pended for the reſt on the management of Ver- 
ville's man, who had received their maſter's 
orders. For their parts, they thought they had 


ſelves, and therefore ſtruck in with a jolly. com- 
pany of roaring boys, who were placed round 
2 table,  pelting one another with healths as 
thick as hail-ſhot from the mouth of a demi- 
culverin. Verville's man would ſometimes ſtep 
n and take his glaſs to renew the fight, when 
there was like to be any ceſſation of arms; and 
the reaſon he gave for his often flinching, was, 
his having the care of the lady; but the truth 
vas, he had a mind to take that opportunity for 
equipping her and Deſtiny, to ſend them away, 
which he ſoon after did; though therein he va- 
ed from the ſtratagem his maſter had laid, as 
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you may have obſerved before. Aſter he had 
ſo done, he returned to his drurkards, amuſing 
them with chimerical ſtories, and telling them 
the lady was for the preſent gone to ſleep, bu 
ſuppoſed ſhe would ſoon awake, and that then 
they ſhould be jogging on again'; for that Def. 
tiny was gone to get ready the horſes, and would 
reſently return. He then put about the glaſs, 
and toaſted ſeveral healths; which Saldagne' 
men honouring with bumpers, their heads grey 
ſo heavy, at laſt, that they could not poſſibly 
lift them from the table ; they therefore were 
forced to be carried out and thrown upon ſome 
ſtraw in a barn ; for if ſuffered to he upon beds, 
they would certainly have ſpoiled the ſheets, 
Verville's man feigned himſelf drunk likewiſe, 
though he really was not: in the morning he 
waked betimes, and going ſorrowfully to his 
companions in the barn, told them that their 
charge was flown, but that he had. ſent his friend 
Deſtiny after her, who he hoped would over- 
take and bring her back. However, he thought it 
both theirs and his duty to mount immediately, 
and aſſiſt in the purſuit, and therefore bid them 
rife inſtantly and prepare to be gone. It was at 
leaſt an hour before he could make them com- 
prehend what he ſaid, and PH affure you, it 
was near eight days after before they were whol- 
ly ſober. As every body in the inn was drunk 
that night, even from the hoſteſs to the ſcullion, 
fo no- body took the leaſt notice when Deſtiny 
and Stella went off; and I believe they ſcarce 
remembered the next day whether they had 
ſeen-any ſuch people there or not. 
--Whilft matters paſſed thus, and Verville“ 
man preſſed his fluggiſh companions to be gone, 
Deſtiny had gained ground a pace with his dear 
fellow traveller, not doubting in the leaſt 9 
£5) | that 
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that his friend behind had taken care, when e- 


ver they got out, to lead his purſuers a contrary 
way. The moon ſhone very bright, and the 


led them to a town whither we will bring them 
in the following chapter. 


E Y N. 

{bad aftion committed by the Sieur la Rappini- 
ere, and a farther account of the travels of 
Deſtiny and Stella. 


ESTINY, as he rnde along, had a 


i great deſire to know how Stella came 
d Niothe wood where Saldagne had ſeized her; 
but ſtill a more predominant regard to their 
l 


ſafes, öbliged kim to fend all his time 
in purring and ſwitching his own and his miſ- 
reſs's beaſt; till at length the two lovers 
had leiſure to entertain each other; which 
they did, with all the expreſſions and demon- 
trations of love and affection imaginable z 
ind then Stella proceeded to tell Deſtiny how 
many good turns ſhe had done her mother, 
rs. Cave, and how extremely, ſhe believ- 
d, ſhe would be afflicted at her abſence. As 
or my part, continued ſhe, you may well 


he; for as ſoon as your valet had brought 
e a horſe from you, and withal, acquainted 
ne that you had found the raviſhers of Ange- 
ca, but were wounded wounded! quoth 
Veſtiny, interrupting - her, I never was yet; 
no, 


road they had to go was extremely good, which 
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magine I had as great need of conſolation as 
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no, nor in the leaſt danger of being ſo; ne- 
ther did I ever fend you any horfe. There 
muſt be fome myſtery in this, continued he, 
which I have not comprehended yet. | won— 
dered indeed what made you aſk me fo often 
how I did, and whether the going ſo faſt did 
not incommode me; but now I diſcover all. 
You rejoice and torment me at once, anſwer. 
ed Stella, with this relation. Your wounds me 
cauſed me a great deal of diſquiet 'tis true; 7 
and now what you tell me inclines me tobe- * 
lieve, that your ſervant has been gained over”? 
to our enemies, out of ſome ill deſign ther”? 
have projected againſt us. He has rather 51 
been debauched, replied Deſtiny, by ſome 2 
that are too much our friends. I have no tha 
profeſſed enemy, continued he, but Sallzy- - 
ne; and it is unlikely that he ſhould have ſe-. .“ 
duced my ſervant, becauſe I know he beat" 
him at that very time when he met you, 
How came you to know that, ſaid Stella, for 


{| don't femember i ever told it you? Yor 
ſhall know, replied Deſtiny, as foon as ever 4 
you have made me acquainted with the man- ho 
ner of your coming from Mans. I can aW.. 
quaint you with no more, quoth Stella, than re 
what I have told you already. 'The day at- 1 
ter, proceeded ſhe, that my mother, Mrs. " 
Cave, and I, came to Mans, your ſervar 4 
brought me a horſe from you, and told me. be 
with tears in his eyes, that you had been - 
wounded by the raviſhers of Angelica, and . 
that therefore you defired I would make a » 
the haſte I could to you. I preſently got og, 
horſe- back for that purpoſe, although it wa 
very late. I lay about five leagues from 
Mans, at a place the name of which I hav 


forgot, and next day, at the entrance of 
3 | woo 
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wood, we were ſtopped by perſons I did not 


know. I ſaw your ſervant beaten, and was 

extremely concerned at it, but I could not 
WW hinder it. I ſaw likewiſe a woman ſuddenly 
Fhrown off a horſe, and whom I afterwards 
knew to be my companion; but the great 
fright | was then in, joined with the extra- 
ordinary concern I had for your ſafety, made 
me take but little notice of it. 'They mount- 
ed me in the place of her they had pulled off. 
we travelled till night, and afterwards hav- 
s gone a great deal more ground, for the 
moſt part acroſs the country, we arrived at 
a fort of gentleman's houſe, where I obſerv- 
ed they would not receive us. It was there 
that I firſt knew Saldagne, the ſight= of 
whom cauſed me immediately to deſpair. 
We travelled after that a great way farther, 
and at length I was ſecretly conveyed into the 
houſe where your friend found me. 

As Stella had juſt ended the relation of her 
adventures, the day began to appear, where- 
by they perceived they were in the high road 
that leads to Mans, and forthwith whipped their 
horſes forward more vigorouſly than they had 
hitherto done, to reach a town they ſaw before 
them. Deſtiny deſired earneſtly to catch his 
ſetvant, and thereby to diſcover what other ene- 
my he had in that country beſides his profeſſed 
one, Saldagne; but there was no likelihood that 
he would ſuffer himſelf to fall into his clutches 
ater the ill trick he had played him. He learn- 
ed from his dear Stella all that ſhe knew con- 
cerning her companion Angelica; but while they 
vere thus amuſing each other with queſtions and 
anſwers, their horſes ſtarted all on a ſudden, at 
the ſight of a man who lay at his full length un- 
der a hedge. Deſtiny's horſe almoſt leaped from 
8 under 
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under him, and Stella's was ſo frighted, that i 
threw her wolently to the ground. When Def. 
tiny had recovered himſelf, he immediately en- 
deavoured to aſſiſt Stella, but his horſe ſo ſnuf. 
fled, pranced, and tripped, that he could ſcarce 
alight to aſſiſt her. At laſt he made ſhift to 
leap off its back, and found, to his great joy, 
that Stella had received no hurt. After this, the 
horſes being ſomewhat come to themſelves, he 
went up to obſerve the cauſe of their fright, and 
found it was a man, whom he took either to be 
dead or aſleep. Upon a nearer view he ſay 
he was both, for he was dead drunk ; although 


his ſnoring ſhewed him to be alive, yet Deſ. 


tiny had no ſmall trouble to awake him. At 
length, by often pulling him about, he opened 
hiseyes, and thereby diſcovered himſelfto hismaſ- 
ter to be his ſervant, whom he had longed ſo 
much to find. The rogue, as drunk as he was, 
nevertheleſs knew his maſter ; and by the fear 
he ſeemed to have of him, betrayed his being 
authorof what he had5efore doubtedof, Deſtiny 
aſked himſeveralqueſtions ſucceſſively, without 
waiting for anſwers: as firſt, Why he told Stella 
hewaswounded? Why he carried her away from 
Mans? W hither he deſignedto have carriedher! 
By whoſe order he had the horſe? and the like. 
Toall which nevertheleſs, he could not getaword 
in anſwer, either becauſe the raſcal his man wasto0 
drunk to have the uſe of his tongue, or elſe becaule 
he feigned himſelf to beſo. This occaſioned Del 
tiny to fly into ſuch a paſſion, that having ſtruck 
him two or three blows with the flat of his ſword, 
he took a halter, tied his hands faſt behind hm, 
and faſtened the other end to the crupper of hi 
horſe, intending to make him march in that 
manner to his journey's end. After which be 
again mounted Stella on her horſe, 1 1 
13522 : natc 
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matched a good cudgel out of the hedge, got 
up himſelf to proceed on his journey : his man 
walking all the way by his ſide, like a greyhound 
in a (lip. | 

The town which Deſtiny ſaw before him, 
happened to be the ſame that he had parted 
from two days before, where he had met mon- 
feur la Garouffiere, and where his company 
ſtill remained, by reaſon of a grievous colera mor- 
zu that madame Bouvillon had been afflicted 
with ever ſince. When Deſtiny arrived, he 
ſound neither Rancour, Olive nor Ragotin; 
they having all returned to Mans the day before. 
As for Leander he had never quitted his dear 
Angelica, and 1 need not tell you after what 


e manner ſhe received Stella, for it may be eaſily 
. Wl gueſſed what careſſes two ſuch friends would 
o laviſh away upon each other, after ſo many 
2s, (angers eſcaped on either fide. Deſtiny imme- 
ar Wl diately informed monſieur la Garouffiere of the 
nel ucceſs of his expedition; and a little after his 
nan being brought in, who was not yet unbound, 
out be preceeded to aſk him the ſame queſtions. as 


before; to which nevertheleſs: the raſcal ſtood 
om! mute, as he had formerly done. This obſtina- 
cy cauſed his maſter to order a hand-vice to be 
fetched from a gun-ſmith's, wherewith to 
ſqueeze his thumbs, and make him confeſs 
tool thoſe means. At the ſight of the engine, he 
began to tremble, and falling down on his knees 
begged heartily for pardon ;*confeſling atthe ſame 
ack time, that la Rappiniere had ſet him on to do 
ol what he had done, and that he had moreover 
Im. Promiſed him for recompence to take him into 
c hel bis ſervice. He farther owned, that la Rappi- 

niere was then at a houſe about two leagues off, 
mich þe bed ſeized in prejudice of a poor wi- 
ow, 


Deſtiny 
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Deſtiny continued talking in private for ſom; 
time with monſieur la Garouffiere, who {oo 
after ſent a footman to let la Rappiniere knoy 
that he would ſpeak with him about an affair 
of conſequence: for the counſellor of Renne 
had it ſeems a great influence over the provof 
of Mans. He had formerly prevented his being 
broke on the wheel in Brittany, and had like. 
wiſe always made it his buſineſs to protect him 
whenever he cameto be accuſed of any crime; 
and that not becauſe he thought him innocent, 
being ſatisfied that he had been guilty of vari- 
ous offences, but by reaſon that he had married 
one of his relations. The ſervant was fent to 
la Rappiniere, and found him juſt then getting 
on horſeback to go to Mans ; but no ſooner had 
he heard that la Garouffiere had ſent for him, 
but he put off that journey to go wait on him, 
In the mean time la Garouffiere, who had ſome | 
pretence to wit, drew out of a ſcrutore ſeveral 


Copies of verſes of divers kinds, all which he 
read to Deftiny ;; and afterwards, to paſs away 
the time, they read the following novel tranſlat- 
ed from the Spaniſh, 
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CL» vi 


The Judge in fer own cauſe : A novel. 


T was in Africa, among the rocks by the fea 
fide, and not far diſtant from the famous ci- 
ty of Fez, that prince Muley, ſon to the king 
of Morocco, after having ſtrayed from his com- 
panions while he was hunting, happened to be 
left alone. The ſky was without cloud, the 


"> i {ca was calm, and the moon and ſtars ſhone out 
w 0 bright, that they, in a manner, rivalled the 
1 fun: in a word, all theſe agreeable accidents 
"Wl met together, made one of thoſe nhts, which 
ne in hot countries, like this, are far more plea- 
8 fant than what we call the fineſt days in our nor- 
nern regions. The Mooriſh prince galloping 
x, along the ſhore, diverted himſelf with behold- 


ing the exceeding. brightneſs of the moon and 
ſtars, which communicated their ſplendor to the 
water, wherein they were alſo to be ſeen as in 
a mirror. As he was thus amuſing himſelf, he 
heard ſeveral doleful ſhrieks hard by, which his 
curioſity inclining him to know the occaſion of, 
he ſpurred his horſe forward, and rode to the 
place whence he thought the noiſe came. He 
there diſcovered a womandefending herſelf with 
all her might, againſt a man that endeavoured 
to bind her hands, whilſt another woman at the 
lame time was ſtruggling with her to ſtop her 
mouth with a piece of linen. 'The arrival of 
5 the young prince prevented all farther violence 
from being offered to her, and occaſioned an in- 
voluntary 
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voluntary truce on the aſſaulter's ſide. Muley 
at his firſt arrival demanded of the aſſault 
woman, what made her cry out; and of the 
others, what they were going to do to her? But 
inſtead of an anſwer, the man that was the ag. 
greſſor ſtept up to him with his drawn ſcymetar 
and launched at him ſuch a terrible ſtroke, 2 
would have undoubtedly wounded him very 
dangerouſly, had he not dexterouſly avoided 
it by the ſwiftneſs of his horſe. Villain, cried | 
Muley to him, turning his horſe's head, How 
durſt thou aſſauk the prince of Fez ? 1 didno 
well know you to be he, replied the Moor ; but 
ſince you happen to be ſo, it is becauſe you are 
my prince, that I will either have.your life, or 
loſe my own. With that he immediately ſe 
upon him with ſo great fury, that the prince, 
as valliant as he was, thought leſs of chaſtiſing 
his ſubjechs inſolence, than defending his own 
life. The two women at the ſame time conti- 
nued ſtruggling ; and ſhe who a moment before 
had been almoſt over-powered, was now be- 
come courageous, and kept her adverfary from 
flying, hoping that her champion would get the 
victory. Deſpair ever augments courage, and 
- oftentimes gives it to thoſe whoſe natural timi- 
dity has made them incapable of it before. Al. 
though the valour and conduct of this prince 
were incomparably greater than thoſe of his ad- 
verſary, yet did the ſelf-· conviction of the Moor, 
ther with the dread of puniſhment, ſo an 
mate his ſpirits, and direct his arm, that the 
combat remained for ſome time doubtful: but 
at laſt Heaven, that's always ready to protect 
thoſe it raĩſes above others, cauſed'the'prince's 
attendants to come that way; who being alarm- 
ed at the noiſt of the combatants and tfie cries 
of the, women; . rode poſt to 0 
2 Ua 
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what was the matter, and arrived juſt when 
their maſter by a lucky blow had brought his 
enemy to the ground. 'They preſently knew 
their lord, and therefore ran with great fury to 
tipatch his vanquiſhed adverſary; but the 
prince calling out to them, bid them to for- 
hear killing him, and ordered them only to tie 
him to a horſe's tail, it being his intention to 
have him reſerved for a more exemplary pu- 
nſhment. Two of the horſemen took up the 
wo women behind them, and with this equi- 
WH pace Muley and his company returned to Fez, 
t nuch about day- break. The young prince 
commanded in Fez as abſolute as if he had been 
already king. Soon after his arrival, he com- 
t nanded the Moor, whoſe name was Amet, and 
ſon to one of the richeſt merchants in that city 
to be brought before him ; the two women were 
ordered to be brought likewiſe ; but they were 


concealing that ſex, which is obſerved here 


mo whom the prince had relieved, ſurpriſed 
he both him and the whole court with her beauty; 
ind Wit being ſo great, that all Africa had not the like 
ni- No boaſt of; and alſo ſo majeſtic, that even a 


ave's habit, which ſhe wore, could not obſcure 
nce Wt. The other woman was cloathed like thoſe 
ad- Mf this country who are of ſome quality; ſhe 


Dor, Mikewiſe had beauty, but ſuch as could not ſtand 
ani- Wn competition with that of her antagoniſt ; and 
the ad it been poſſible, the paleneſs of her cheeks 

one, occaſioned by her fear, would have loſt 


er the victory; while the other would have 
ther received additions from a guiltleſs bluſh 
lan a diſadvantage. The Moor appeared be- 
re Muley with guilt in his countenance, keep- 
ly his eyes all the while fixed upon the ground. 
Vor. II. D The 


known to nobody, by reaſon of the cuſtom of 


trier than in any other country. She of the 


run e 


The prince commanded him to confeſs his crime, 
if he expected to eſcape the torture. I know 
thoſe that are prepared for me, anſwered the 
Moor boldly ; all which, and greater, I have 
deſerved ; but, though I had thought it for my 
advantage, yet even the greateſt that could be 
inflicted on me, would not have been able to 
have extorted the leaſt confeſſion from me. Nay, 
ſince 1 am ſatisfied nothing can avail to ſave my 
life, ſeeing I would have been the inſtrument 
of your death, know, great prince, that the 
anger I have conceived againſt myſelf, for not 
killing you, torments me yet more than the ut- 
moſt of your tortures can do. As for theſe two 
Spaniſh women here, added he, they have both 
been my flaves; whereof one, who knew bel 
how to manage her perſon, has married my 
brother Aadig ; whereas the-other, being-more 
obſtinate, would never yet change her religion, 
nor accept the frequent proffers of love which 
I have made her. Here he ſtopped, and would 

ive no farther account either of them or him- 
ſelf, notwithſtanding the great menaces made 
him. This cauſed Muley to have him imme- 
diately thrown into a dungeon, loaded with 
irons, and the renegado, wife of Zadig, va 
ordered to another priſon. But the fair ſlave 
the prince commanded to be conducted to : 
Moor's houſe, named Zulema, a man of quali 
ty, and by birth a Spaniard, who had left that 
country, becauſe he would not be forced to tur 
Chriſtian. He was of the illuſtrious family 0 
Zegreys, heretofore ſo renown'd in Granada 
and his wife Zoraide, likewiſe of the ſame! 
neage, was reputed to be the fineſt womar 
whether for beauty or 'wit, in all Fez. St 
was at firſt charm'd withthe beauty and conve! 
ſation of this fair Chriſtian ſlave, and therefor 
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if ſhe had been capable of being comforted, ſhe 
might have ſound fufficient confolation in her 
careſſes; but on the contrary, as if the had for- 
ſworn all manner of comforts, ſhe always de- 
fired to be alone, thereby to give the better 
vent to her grief; for when ſhe was in Zoraide's 
company, ſhe underwent no ſmall torture by 
retaining her ſighs and tears. All this while 
prince Muley was very deſirous of having an 
account of her adventures. He had made his 
mind already known to Zulema, who being a 
perſon, from whom he could conceal nothing, 
he had hkewiſe acquainted him that he had a 
ſort of love for this fair Chriſtian, and which he 
would before havelet her know, had not he ap- 
prehended from her great afflictions ſome un- 
known rival in Spain, who might be too lucki- 
ly prepoſſeſs'd of her favour. Avilema having 
received this hint from his lord, immediately 

ave orders to his wife to get what particulars 
ſhe could out of this fair Chriſtian, concening 
her life, but eſpecially how ſhe came to'be a 
ſlave to Amet. Zoraide was as deſirous as the 
prince of knowing theſe particulars, and there- 
fore was not long before ſhe ſet about it ; ſhe 
had little rea ſon to think ſhe ſhould be refuſed, 
becauſe ſhe had been ſo wonderfully civil. to her. 
Agreeable to her wiſhes, the fair Spaniard an- 
ſwered her, that ſhe would ſatisfy her curioſity 
whenever ſhe pleaſed; but having nothing but 
misfortunes to acquaint her with, ſhe feared ſhe 
ſhould find her relation ſomwhat tireſome. You 
will be convinced, replied Zoraide, that it can- 
not be fo, when you ſhall ſee the attention I 
give to it; and by the concern I ſhall infalſſibly 
ſhew for your bad fortune, IL dare ſay you will 
de apt to believe you could entruſt your ſecrets 
to no truer friend. This ſaid, they threw their 
e E 5 arms 
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eight days, and from his death ſprang the firſt 
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arms over each other's necks and embraced as 
heartily, as if they had never deſigned to quit 
that poſture. Afterwards the fair ſlave wiping 
her eyes, filled with tears at the acute remem- 
brance of her great misfortunes, began her ſto- 
ry in the following manner. I am,” ſaid ſhe, 


Da Spaniard by birth, and born at Valencia; 


my name is Sophia. I was educated with that 
care which might become a rich father and mo- 
ther to beſtow on the firſt fruits of their mar- 
riage. I had a brother younger than mylelf by 
a year; he was as lqvely as could be, and loved 
me as dearly as I did him; our mutual friend- 
ſhip was ſo great, that we were never eaſy when 
a ſunder, and therefore our parents took care 


we ſhould ſeldom be ſo. We learned together 


all thoſe exerciſes that are uſually taught the 
youth of either ſex ; and thence it came to paſs 
to the ſurprize of all, that I was equally ſkilled 
with him in the manege, and he with me in the 
arts of the needle. This extraordinary ſort of 
education cauſed a gentleman, our neighbour, 
to defire of my father that his children might 
be - bred with us. His requeſt was granted; 
and having only a ſon and daughter, about our 
age, it gave occaſion to the town of Valencia 
to think that there would one day be a counter 
marriage between us. Don Carlos and Lucy, 
were the names of thoſe two young companions 
of ours. The former was handſome and loved 
me dearly, which I reciprocally returned. Our 
parents obſerved it, but were ſo far from either 
diſliking or oppoſing it, that they rather 
encouraged and approved it, and I believe would 
certainly have ſoon married us together, had 
not they thought us too young. At length our 


deluſive happineſs was ſtifled by the death of 


my brother ; a violent fever carried him off in 
cauſe 


o 
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cauſe of my misfortunes. Lucy was ſo affected 
at it, that ſne obſtinately reſolved to turn nun: 
had brought myſelf even to Death's door with 
grief; and Don Carlos likewiſe had ſo great a 
ſhare in our concern, that he gave his parents 
little hopes of ſurviving it; ſo much the loſs of 
my brother, the danger I was in and the reſolu- 
tion of his ſiſter had wrought upon him. At 
laſt, thanks to our youth, we all recovered, 
and time, in ſome meaſure, moderated our af- 
flictions. The father of Don Carlos died not 
lonz after, and left him both rich and out of 
debt. His riches furniſhed him with ability to 
gratify his gallant humour, and his gallantry 
flattered my vanity, expoſed his love to public 
knowledge, and augmented mine, Don Carlos 


vas often found at my parents feet, conjuring 


them not to defer his happineſs any longer ; 
and my father was inclinable to hearken to his 
requeſt, leſt his profuſe courtſhip might in time 
diminiſh his fortune; he gave him therefore 


hopes that he ſhould ſpeedily be his ſon-in-law. 


This raiſed Don Carlos to ſo high a pitch, that 
he laviſhed out his love at an extraordinary rate; 
and this would have been alone ſufficient to 
have convinced me of his ſincerity, had not I 
had ſo many preceding proofs of his paſſion. To 
add to his other profuſeneſs, he preſented me 
with a ball, and invited all the town of Valen- 
cia to it; but, to his misfortune as well as mine 
among the reſt came a Neapolitan count, 
whom ſome affairs of importance had brought 
into Spain. This count it ſeems took ſo great 
a fancy to me that he muſt needs be in love 
with me, and, in order to gratify his paſſion, 
was not long before he demanded me in mar- 
riage, after having been informed of the qua- 
lity of my father, in the kingdom of Valencia. 
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My father was ſo dazzled with the title of this 
ſtranger, that he immediately conſented to all 
he aſked, and from that very hour forbid Don 


Carlos to pretend any farther to me. He like- 
wiſe ſtrictly enjoined me to receive no more of 
his viſits, and moreover commanded me for the 
fature to look upon the Italian count as a per- 
ſom that was to marry me at his return from 
Madrid, whither he was then going, and would 
come back in a ſhort time. I diſſembled my 
diflike for the preſent to my father's propoſals; 
but when | wasalone Don Carlos would fincere- 
ly come mto my mind, whom I thought the 
- moſt amiable man in the world, while I could 
not find with my utmoſt endeavours the leaſt 
thing agreeable, nay, ſcarce tolerable in his ri- 
val; fo that it was equally 1 | 
love the one or to forget the other. I had recourſe 
upon this occaſion to tears, but found thoſe a 
_ feeble: remedy againſt ſo a great malady as mine. 
While I was in this condition, Don Carlos 
entered the room, but without his uſual cuſtom 
of aſking leave. He found mie all in tears, 
which made him loſe the power of withholding 
his own, however great had been his reſoluti- 
ons, not to betray the ſentiments of his heart 
till he had dived into the utmoſt receſſes of 
mine. He threw himſelf at my feet, and tak- 
ing me by the hand, which he bathed with his 
tears, Sophy, ſaid he to me, and muſt I loſe 
you then? Muſt a ſtranger, who has hardly 
the honour to be known to you, be netwith- 
ſtanding preferred to me? Shall he poſſeſs you, 
Sophy, and will you conſent to it? You whom 
1 have loved ſo dearly, and who have always 
. endeavoured to make me believe that you loved 
me likewiſe? Shall your father pretend to diſ- 
7 ofe of you, when he has already given you (6 
| me 


mpoſſible for me to 
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me? Your father, the moſt unjuſt man alive! 
t you were a perſon, continued he, whoſe me- 
tit could be valued, my fidelity alone ſhould be 
able to purchaſe you. But, purſned he, ſince 
ou are ineſtimable, I beg you will believe that 
if have had the ambition to aſpire to you, I 
ſhall not want the courage to revenge myſelf on 
him whom you cauſeleſly prefer to me. But, 
however, added he, ſighing, if it be your plea- 
ſure that my rival ſhould live happy in your fa- 
your, I will forego all attempts upon him, and 
only revenge your unkindneſs upon myſelf by 
ſome cruel and ſudden death. Don Carlos, 
anſwered I, will you join with an unjuſt father 
ind a hated lover, to torment me, and impute 
that to me as a crime, which is only a mizfor- 
tune common to us both? Pity me, added I, in- 
ſtead of accuſing me, and think of means to pre- 
ſerve me yours, rather than reproach me with 
a fault I am no way guilty of. I believe I may 
have better reaſon to reflect on you for not hav- 
ing ſufficiently loved me, ſince I find you have 
not ſuffictently known me. But we have no 
time to loſe in vain words, continued I; car- 
ry me whither-yowpleaſe, for you ſhall always 
find me diſpoſed to follow you. | : 
At theſe words Don Carlos was more tranſ- 
ported with joy than he had been before depreſ- 
{ed with grief; and therefore having begged my 
pardon a thouſand times for the injuſtice he 
had done me, he propofed to fetch me away 
| the night following; for this purpoſe he ſpent 
all that day in ordering his affairs. He got to- 
gether a good ſum of money, and hired a Bar- 
celona veſſel, which would be ready to put to 
ſea at what time he deſired. For my part, young 
4 I was, I had ſenſe enough to manage the fe- 
cret ſo well, that no body ever ſo much as miſ- 
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truſted us. I got all my mother's jewels, and 
ſcraped up what money I could get. At the 
hour appointed, Carlos's page, Claudio, wait- 
ed for me at the gate. He told me his maſter 
had ſent him to condu& me on board, and that 
he could not come himſelf, for reaſons he would 
ſatisfy me of when he ſaw me. At the ſame 
time came a ſlave that belonged to Don Carlos 
and who was hkewiſe very well known to me, 
to accompany us. We got eaſily out of the 
city, by means of the good contrivances we had 
laid, and were not gone far before we ſaw x 
veſſel riding in the harbour, whoſe boat waited 
for us on the ſhore. The ſea men told me my 
dear Don Carlos would come immediately, and 
that I had no more to do, than to go into the 
boat. I was carried in by the flave, but had no 
ſooner been ſet down, than I perceived the ſea- 


men forcing in Claudio, whom I obſerved to | 


be unwilling to enter. This encreaſed my con- 
cern for the abſence of Carlos, and thereupon 
I immediately demanded of the ſlave where he 
was: he ſurlily anſwered, that wherever he 
was, it was not for me. Having ſaid thus much 
he left me, and in a little while after, I heard 
Claudio above upbraiding the flave after this 


manner. Is it thus, traitor, that you perform 


your promiſe, to rid me of a rival, and leave me 
with my love? To which the ſlave replied, Im- 
prudent Claudio! am I obliged to keep my word 
with you, when you have notſcrupled to betray 
your maſter ? and how could I expect you would 
de true to me, and not ſend the guards out al- 
ter me to take my dear Sophy from me, whom 
I love more than my life, when I have obſerv- 
ed how villainouſly you ſerved both him and 
her ? ? {$1003 3625! | | 
Theſe words ſpoken to a woman whom I took 
14479 : always 
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always for a man, and concerning matters which 
| knew nothing of, raifed ſo ſevere a diſorder 
in me, that I fell dead for the pieſent, in the 
arms of the perfidious Moor. By that time mv 
fit was over, our veſſel had got a good way to 
ſea, You cannot imagine when I came to 
myſelf, what a confuſion I was in, for then I 
plainly perceived I was in the hands of Moors, 
and enemies to our faith. I then knew the 
ſlave Amet had all authority, and that his bro- 
ther Zaide was captain of the veſſel. Amet no 
ſooner ſaw me in a condition to hear him, than 
he made me a ſhort declaration of love, profeſ- 
ling he had long a paſſon for me, and that this 
was the cauſe of his carryirg me away. That 
he deſigned to carry me to Fez, where it ſhould 
be my own fault if I was not as happy, if not 
happier than 1 could have been in Spain. And 
laſtly, he had the impudence to urge to me, 
that he did not doubt but that in a ſhort time I 
would have no reaſon to regret the loſs of Don 
Carlos. I had ſcarce patience to hear him out, 
before I flew upon him with all the vigour and 
courage that my fit had left me; and, by an 
addreſs which I told you before | learned from 
my education, ſnatching his ſcymeter out of his 
ſcabbard, was going to puniſh his perjury with: 
the loſs of his life, had not his brother Zaide 
timely ſtepped in and prevented me. I was 
preſently diſarmed; for having once miſſed my 
blow, I could not poſſibly defend myſelf againſt 
ſo great a number of enemies. Amet, who my 
unexpected attempt had frighted, commanded: 
all but me to go out of the room, and after- 
wards followed himſelf. He left me in ſuch a 
condition as you may imagine after ſo cruel a 
reverſe had happened to my fortune. I ſpent 
all that night and the day following in tears. 
| | 3 Time, 
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Time, that generally alleviates other peoples 
misfortundes, did but increaſe mine. The ſe— 


cond day was as uncomfortable to me as the 


firſt, or rather more tormenting; for when ! 
reflected upon the never ſeeing Don Carlos 
more, how could I propoſe to myſelf any fur- 
ther conſolation ? Amet always found me fo 
terrible whenever he offered to accoſt me, that 
he came no more near me. From time to time 
they brought me victuals, but I refuſed them 
with ſuch obſtinacy, as made the Moor fear that 


he had brought me away to no purpoſe. In the 


mean time the ſhip had paſſed the Streights, 
and was not far from the coaſt of Fez; when 
Claudio entering the room, I no ſooner per- 
ceived him, than | began with him after this 
manner: Villain, faid I, you have betrayed 
me, and what could induce you to fo baſe an 
action after you had been ſo well uſed both by 
me and Don Carlos? You were too well beloved, 
anfwered he; and ſince I loved Don Carlos 
likewife, what ill have I done in endeavouring 
to rid myſelf of a rival? but, if I had betrayed 
you, added he, Amet has alſo betrayed me, and 
I ſhall have as great reaſon to lament as you, if 
F do not think of ſome expedient not to remain 


alone miſerable. Explain theſe riddles, repli- 


ed I, and tell me who you are, that I may 
know what ſex I have for my enemy? Sophy, 
then continued he, I am of the ſame ſex with 
you; and, like you, have been in love with 
Don Carlos; but if our love has been equal, its 
ſueceſs has been different; he always loved you, 
arid was inclined to believe that you returned 
his paſſion; whilſt me he neither loved nor 
could think I loved him ſo dearly as I did, as he 
never knew who I waz. I am of Valencia like 
you, proceeded ſhe ; and was not born ſo = 
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but Don Carlos might have married me with- 
out diſparagement; yet his mind was ſet upon 
you, and you were the only object of his vows 
and wiſhes. It was not but I endeavoured to 
make my eyes ſave the labour of my tongue, 
and take the ſhameful confeſhon of my love up- 
on them. I always placed myfelf in his way, 
and uſed all thoſe little arts that he would have 
done to captivate me had. the paſſion been his 
own. I might have often diſpoſed of myſelf in 
marriage to advantage, had not the hopes I 
had of one day winning him over, always pre- 
vented my fortune; inſomuch, that, inſtead of 
being diſcouraged at his repulſe, I found it a 
means to love him the more. At length, being 
reſolved to negle& nothing that might ſerve to 
bring him about, I put myſelf in man's appar- 
rel; cut off my hair; and, ſo diſgaiſed, cauſ- 
ed myſelf to be preſented to him for a page by 
an old woman, who told him that my fa- 
ther was a poor gentleman, that. lived upon the 
mountains of Toledo. My face and mein pleaſ- 
ed, it ſeems, your loyer ſo well, that he pre- 
{ently reſolved to take me. He wasas well ſatisfi- 


ed with my wit as delighted with my voice and 
manner of ſinging, and likewiſe with my ſkill 


in playing on all ſorts of inſtruments that per- 
ſons of quality are wont to divert themſelves 
with, He believed he had met with qualifica- 
tions in me that were not to be commonly found 
in pages; and I gave him ſo many proofs of my 
fidelity and diſcretion, that he treated me more 
like his friend and confident than ſervant. This 
you are able to teſtify better than any perſon 
breathing; and you know beſides, how often 
you have commended me to Carlos, both be- 
hind my back and to my face, and likewiſe done 
me ſeveral other goodoffices with him; but mm | 
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mad to think that I muſt be indebted for al! 
theſe to a rival; and that, at the time they ren- 
dered me more agreeable to my lover, they 
made you more hateful to the unfortunate Clau— 
dia, (for ſuch is my true name.) 
In the mean time, your marriage advanced, 
and my hopes declined; but as ſoon as that was 
concluded, they were utterly loſt. The Italian 
count, who became about that time in love with 
you, and whoſe quality and eſtate gained a; 
much upon your father, as his bad mein and 
temper loſt him in your eſteem, gave me, ne- 
vertheleſs, the pleaſure of ſeeing you diſturbed, 
and cauſed me to flatter myſelf with thoſe fool- 
iſh hopes which change always offers to the 
unhappy. At laſt your father preferred the 
ſtranger whom you loved not, to Don Carlos, 
whom you loved; and J had then the ſatisfac- 
tion to ſee one who made me unfortunate, ur- 
fortunate himſelf; and my rival, whom ! hat- 
ed, yet more unhappy. My pleaſure was aug- 
-mented, though I conſidered I loſt nothing in 
him, becauſe he never was mine, yet in that 
you are deprived of all in loſing him, by rea- 
ſon he was all yours. 1 ee 
But this imaginary happineſs, or, to call it 
better, unfiniſhed hope, laſted not long: I learn- 
ed from Don Carlos, that you was reſolved to 
go away with him ; and I was employed for that 
purpoſe to hire a ſhip to carry you to Barcelona, 
from whence you were to go either to France 
or Italy, I cart tell which. All the force I had 
hitherto made uſe of to ſupport me in my mis- 
fortunes, forſook me at this moment; I could 
now bear up againſt the torrent of my unhap- 
y fate no longer, and therefore was forced to 
yield to it. My griefs upon this occaſion were 
jo great, that they made me downright ſick, and 
obliged me to keep my bed. 0 
- One 


ROMANCE... - 61 

One day, as I was lamenting my hard uſage 

to myſelf, and ſpeaking louder than ordinary, 

out of a confidence that I was not over-heard, 

the Moor Amet appeared before me; who, af- 

ter he had ſuffered me to recover out of the 
ſurprize he had occaſioned in me, addreſſed 
himſelf to. me in theſe words; I have known 

you, Claudia, even before the time you diſguiſ- 

ed your ſex to become page to Don Carlos ; 

and if I have all this while concealed that know- 
ledge from you, it was becauſe I had alſo a de- 

hon to accompliſh as well as you. I have over- 

| heard you enter into reſolutions of deſpair. You 
have a mind to diſcover yourſelf to vour maſter 

o de a young woman who dies for love of him, 
and afterwards to kill yourſelf in his preſence ; 
whereby you think to incline him to pity, be- 
cauſe you cannot otherwiſe engage his heart. 
Poor girl! what other advantage wilt thou get 
by killing thyſelf, but aſſuring the poſſeſſion of 
Carlos the firmer to thy rival? J have better 
advice to give thee, if thou haſt courage enough 
to take it. Deprive thy lover of Sophy ; the 
means of accompliſhing it are eaſy; and though 
it requires a great deal of reſolution, yet it hath 
oceaſion for no more than thou haſt already had 
to habit thyſelf like a man, and thereby hazard 
thy honour to content thy love. Hearken to me 
then with attention, continued the Moor, and 
will reveal to thee a ſecret which I have never 
yet diſcloſed'to any perſon ; and if the propoſal 
am about to make thee be diſapproved, thou 
art at liberty either to receive or reject it. I am 
of Fez, purſued he, and a man of quality in 
my 'own country ; my misfortunes made me a 
ſlave to Don Carlos, and the beauty of Sophia 
made me the like to her. I have told you a 


great 
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great deal in a few words. Confider your cn { 
unhappineſs without remedy, if you ſuffer your 7 
lover to carry off your miſtreſs to Barcelona, n 
It is both your and my intereſt to prevent it, Ws 
therefore let us lay hold on the occaſion that Mio 
offers. I have bargained for my ranſom, and Wi 
have paid it. A galliot from Africa waits for Wh: 
me in the road, not far from that which Don Wc 
Carlos has provided for the execution of his de- Wl 
ſign. He has put it off for a day longer, there- . 
fore let us anticipate our project to carry her Wc 
away before him. In order to accompliſh this Mer 
do you go immediately to Sophia, as from your With 
maſter, and let her know that he requires ſhe Wt 
ſhould depart this night: for this purpoſe bring Wi 
her away forthwith to my veſſel, and I will car- Wir 
Ty her to Africa; whereby you will remain be- Wi 
hind alone to poſſeſs your lover, and who, 'tis ith 
very likely, will be inclined to favour your paſ- Wn 
ſion, when he underſtands what you are, how {Wn 
well you love him, and moreover, that the re- Wh: 
covery of his Sophia is impracticable. At theſe Wh! 
laſt words of Claudia's, continued Sophia, In. 
became all of a ſudden ſo oppreſſed with grief, M10) 
that I fainted away and had ſcarce the leaſt Hv 
ſign of life left in me. The cries that Claudia Wd 
made for help, who, it may be, now repented Wl! 
of what ſhe had told me, brought Amet and Win 
his brother into the room. They made uſe of Wir 
all the means that were proper to recover me, Wc 
when, coming at length to myſelf, I heard Clau- ¶ne 
dia ſtill perſiſting in reproaching Amet with hs}W7 
treachery. Infidel, ſaid ſhe, to him, how could Wu 
you have the baſeneſs both to betray me, and c01 
to bring this lady to the deplorable condition 
you ſee her in? or, how could you have the 
heart to make me guilty of treachery to the 
man ] love ſo dearly ? how dare you report your 
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elf to be nobly born, when you are one of the 
iery worſt of men? Peace, fool, replied Amet, 
ind do not accuſe me of a crime to which 
ſou yourſelf were acceſlary. I have told you be- 
fore, that one that could betray a maſter like 
fours, well deſerves to be betrayed herſelf: 1 
have purpoſed to carry you alonf with me, 
both to ſecure my own life, and prolong that 
of my dear Sophia; for I could eaſily gueſs 
what tortures ſhe mult neceſſarily have under- 
gone, had you remained behind with her lov- 
diſcovered. The noiſe the ſeamen made at 
their entrance into the port of Sallee, and the 
thundering of the cannon as well from the veſ- 
el as the caſtle, interrupted any further re- 
xoaches between Amet and Claudia, and at 
the ſame time delivered me from the ſight of 
thoſe two odious objects. We landed, Claudia 
nd I having our faces all covered with vaik, 
ind were lodged in the houſe of a friend of the 
jerfidious Amet's. The next day we were 
eſe put into a cloſe chariot, and carried in that 
, | Mnanner to Fez ; where, if Amet was over- 
ef, MWiojed at the ſight of his relations and friends, I 
aft N vas no lefs afflicted and tormented at my fate. 
dia s for Claudia, ſhe was reſolved to make her- 
ned elf eaſy, for ſhe quickly turned Mahometan, 

nd was married in a little time after to Zadig, 
e of brother of the faithleſs Amet. This wicked 
me, voman employed all her cunning to perſuade 
lau · I ne to change my religion likewiſe, and to mar- 
his with Amet, as ſhe had done with Zadig; 
ouldſ tut, I thank Heaven, I ſtill perſevere in my 
and enſtancy, both to my firſt faith, and to my 

irt love. This cauſed Amet and his friend to 
ile me with all manner of ill treatment; but 
Wit laſt I was inclinable to believe that Claudia 
Was not quite fo bad as ſhe ſeemed. In publick 


ſhe 
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ſhe perſecuted me, indeed, as much or rather 
more than the reſt; but in private ſhe would 
every now and then do me a good turn. One 
day, when all the other women were gone t 
the public baths, which you know ' tis a cuſtom 
among the Mahometans to do ſo many time ; 
week, Claudia came to me in my chamber, 
and, with a ſorrowful countenance, accoſted 
me in the following manner. Fair Sophia, aid 
ſhe, whatever occaſion I have hitherto had to 
bear you'ill will, it is now at an end, as 1 de- 
ipairever to poſſeſs him who loved me too little, 
becauſe he loved you too much ; I condemn 
myſelf inceſſantly for having been the means 
of making you miſerable ; but more eſpecially 
for havirg abandoned my God, -out of the fear 
of man, the leaſt of which remorſes is ſufficient 
to make me. undertake ſomething unuſual to my 
ſex. I can no longer live {o remote from Spain, 
and that eſpecially among infidels, with whom 
J can neither expect health while I live, nor 
ſalvation when I come to die. You may judge 
of my ſincere repentance by the ſecret I am go- 
ing to truſt you with, which makes you miſtreſs 
of my life, by putting it in your power to re- 
venge the ill offices I have been forced to do 
you, whenever you pleaſe. The ſecret is this: 
having procured about fifty Chriſtian flaves, for 
the moſt part Spaniards, and engaged them to 
ſecreſy, I have furniſhed them with money ſuf- 
ficient to hire a bark, wherewith to tranſport us 
to Spain. Now you have nothing to do but to fol- 
low my fortune, either to ſave yourſelf, if the 
fates ſo permit; or elſe to periſh with me rather 
than live thus miſerably among infidels. Deter- 
mine therefore quickly, Sophia, continued ſhe, 
' whatyoumean to do; and, ſince we are alone, [et 
us preſently enter upon deliberating on the moſt 
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important action of our lives. Hearing this 


WT propoſal of Claudia's, I immediately threw my- 


{elf at her feet; and judging of her ſincerity by 
my own, made her my acknowledgments both 
WH inwords and actions. Purſuant to our project, 


we fixed a time and place for our intended 


fight, and which, at laſt, was to be behind 


pointed we ſet out, happily as I thought, be- 
cauſe we got ſo eaſily out of the houſe and city. 
| admired the goodneſs of Heaven in favouring 
our eſcape with ſuch facility, and more than 
once cffered up my thanks in the acknowledg- 
ment; however, the end of my misfortunes 
vas not ſo near as I thought. What Claudia 


than whom ſhe yet more perfidiouſly led me to 


who durſt not attempt any violence on me in his 
father's houſe, who, though a Mahometan, 
was morally honeſt, I innocently followed her 
that thus guided me to ruin; and thought I 
could never make her ſufficient acknowledg- 
ment, for obliging me with ſo fair a proſpect 
of my liberty. We walked a good round pace, 
for WW till we came among thoſe rocks, where ſhe till 
t0 WMperfiſted to tell me, that her ſlaves lay attend- 
ut- ing for her; when all of a ſudden, hearing a 
us noiſe, and looking behind me, I perceived the 
reacherous Amet coming towards us, with a 
the WW drawn ſcymeter in his hand. Infamous ſlaves, 
cried he aloud, is it thus ye convey yourſelves 
et- way from your maſter's ſervice? I was juſt 
he, eoing to anſwer him when Claudia ſeizing my 
ms behind, and Amet throwing away his ſcy- 
oft neter, and joining with her, to do the like to 

Wig) = me 


ſome rocks by the ſea-ſide, where ſhe told me_ 
the veſſel lay waiting for us. On the day ap- 


ated was only by order of the perfidious Amet, 


this abandoned place, for no other reaſon than 
to expoſe me to the luſt of that wicked Moor, 
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me before, they both endeavoured jointly to {io 
bind me with cords, which they had provided 
for that purpoſe. Having more art and ftrength iſſn 
than women uſually have, I reſiſted, for ſome Wb: 
time, the attempts of theſe two barbarous peo- 
ple; but at length, finding my efforts overpow. Wo 
ered, I had no other remedy to have recourſe 
to, but cries, which I hoped would induce ſome 
charitable traveller to come to my relief. I was 
juſt upon the brink of deſpair as prince Muley 
arrived. You have heard how he ſaved m 
honour, and, I might ſay, my life, ſince I ſhould Wn: 
infallibly have died of grief, had Amet ſucceed- 
ed in his brutal deſigns upon me. Wa 

Here Sophy ended the tedious relation of her 
adventures, while the friendly Zoraide exhort- 
ed her to rely upon the prince's generoſity, WW: 
who ſhe doubted not would afford her ſpeedy 
means to return to Spain. The fame day Zo- 
raide went and acquainted her huſband with 
every particular ſhe had heard from Sophy ; of 
alt which, he conſequently foon informed his 
maſter Muley. Although what had been told him 
concerning the fortune of the fair Chriſtian, did 
not at all flatter his paſſion; yet was Muley, v 
nevertheleſs, pleaſed to hear ſhe was pre-en- 
gaged in affection, that he might thereby avoid 
the bafenefs of tempting her. He highly va 
lued her virtue, and was diſpoſed by his own 
to encourage and aſſiſt her in the continuance 
of it. Hereupon he diſpatched Zoraide to let 
her know, that he would ſend her back toi 
Spain as ſoon as ever ſhe pleaſed; but not car 
ing to truſt to the frailty of his nature, he had 
at the fame time reſolved to keep as much oe 
of her fight as he could. Sophy, for her part 
was employed in thinking how to make her te 
turn as ſecure as poſſible. She doubted. if hon 
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lould meet a Chriſtian ſhip, which was ne- 
theleſs very difficult for her to do, as few or 
ne traded thither, whether ſhe ſhould not find 
bad men on board, as ſhe had done before a- 
omg the Moors. Sincerity is ſeldom obſerv- 
jon board veſſels, and good faith minded as 
e among ſeamen as among ſoldiers, W here- 
er innocence and beauty are met, impudence 
ll always take occaſion to invade them. 
(hilſt ſhe was thus debating with herſelf, Zo- 
ide adviſed her to take upon her the habit of 
man, and the rather, becauſe her ſhape was 
per for that purpoſe : She told her alſo, that 
vas Muley's pleaſure ſhe ſhould do ſo, and 
ho not being able to find a man in Fez, with 
bom he could ſafely entruſt her, had provid- 


„companion for her, of her own ſex, who 
ly Ws to be difguiſed like wiſe, whereby they both 
o- it eaſily avoid the inſolenee of the ſeamen 


th paſſengers, if they were that way inclined. 
olli Mooriſh prince had formerly purchaſed a 
bis e of a Corſair of Barbary. It was a ſhip 
im had belonged to the governor of Oran, 


ich was carrying a Spaniſh gentleman with 
whole family to: Spain, whom the governor 
Kent thither a priſoner out of ſome diſguſt. 
ley had been informed that this Chriſtian 
s a great hunter; and as that exerciſe was 
of the choiceſt of his diverſions, he was 
blved to keep him to himſelf; but, for fear 
making him uneaſy, he ordered he ſhould 
be ſeparated from his wife, his ſon and 
achter. In thoſe two years he had lived in 
z, in Muley's ſervice, he had taught the 
ice to ſhoot admirably well, and that either 
ng or fly ing. He had moreover inſtructed 
n in ſeveral other ways of hunting before un- 
n to the Moors. By theſe means he in a 
ſhort 
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ſhort time had gained ſo far upon the prince 
favour, and had been ſo ſerviceable to him! 
all his diverſions, that when a ranſom was of 
fered for him, he would by no means conſe 
to part with him; but rather made it his dai 
l endeavour to oblige him, and make him forg 
Spain. Notwithſtanding this kindneſs of thi 
prince, the regret he had to be out of his owt 
country, and the unlikelihood of ever returning 
thither again, had brought ſo deep a melan 
choly upon him, that it ſoon ended his day 
His wife likewiſe languiſhed on the ſame ac 
count, and lived not long after her huſband 
When Muley ſaw how fatal his favours to ftran 
gers had been, he began to be touched withre 
morſe, and was exceeding ſorry that he ha 
not complied with their deſires; but fince i 
was now too late, he reſolved to reward the goo 
ſervices of his ſportſman upon his children, an 
for that purpoſe immediately ſent for them 1 
to his preſence. The daughter, whoſe nam 
was Dorothea, was about the ſame age wit 
Sophia, and had both wit and beauty. He 
brother, named Sancho, was ſomewhat young 
er, being not above fifteen; both were mac 
choice of by Muley to accompany Sophia t 
Spain. The affair was for ſome time kept | 
cret; three Spaniſh habits for men were. orde 
ed in the mean time to be got ready. At lengt 
Muley diſplayed his magnificence in a gti 
quantity of precious ſtones which he preſents 
Sophia with. To Dorothea and Sancho 
gave likewiſe ſeveral noble preſents, whici 
together with what their father left them, 2 
which had been all obtained from the liberal 
of this prince, made them to be conſiderab 
rich. About the ſame time Charles V. mac 
war upon Africa, and beſieged the city of 
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ins, He had ſent an ambaſſador to Muley, 

o treat about the ranſom of certain Spaniards 

quality, who had been ſhipwrecked on the 

02ſt of Morocco. It was to this embaſſador that 
Muley recommended Sophia under the name 

{a man of quality, called Don Ferdinand; 

Jorothy and her brother were ſaid to be his at- 

endants, one Paſſing for his gentleman, and the 
ther for his page. Sophia and Zoraide could 
ot part without the greateſt reluctance. They 
hed abundance of tears, and gave each other 
queſtionable proofs of a reciprocal affection. 
Loraide, as a farther token of her love and eſ- 
em, preſented the fair Chriſtian with a neck- 
de of pearl, of ſo great value as ſhe would by 
omeans have accepted of it, had not Zulema, 
ho loved her. no leſs than his wife, acquainted 
r, that they ſhould take it very unkindly if 
erefuſed what they tendered only as pledge 
(their friendſhip. Zoraide made Sophia pro- 
ſe to let them know from time to time how 
e did, either by way of Tangier, Oran, or 
e other places which the emperor then poſ- 
ſed in Africa. The Chriſtian ambaſſador 
barked at Sallee, carrying along with him So- 
hia, whom from henceforward we muſt call 
on Ferdinand. Before he proceeded on his 
age to Spain, he was to go wait on the em- 
nor at his camp before Tunis. Our Spaniſh lady 
maſquerade was to be preſented to him as 
gentleman of Andaluſia, who had been a 
is time a flave to the prince of Morocco. 
e had no ſuch great reaſon to be in love with 
e, as to fear the hazard of it in the wars, 
id therefore, ſince ſhe had taken upon her 
e character of a cavalier, ſhe was obliged to 
upon all actions that honour called her to. 
r this purpoſe ſhe placed herſelf among the 
volunteers, 
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volunteers, reſolving to loſe no occaſion 
ſignalize herſelf, which ſhe often did, to; 
degree, that her valour came at length tot 
emperor's ear: She happened to be in one: 
tion, above the reſt, wherein the emperor \ 
unhorſed, and the Chridiens had like to h 
been beaten. Thus our valiant amazon perce 
ing, by a performance ſcarce to be beliey 
ſhe immediately remounted the emperor, : 
laid about her with ſuch conduCt and vigo 
that ſhe almoſt oppoſed the whole force of 
enemy, till ſuch time as the routed army 


rallied, and were come up to her relief, t 
wonderful action of hers, did not go with 
its reward. The Emperor made the unkndſ® 
Don Ferdinand a governor of the order of MW" 
James, and gave him a regiment of horſe WW 
longing to a Spaniſh nobleman whohad been pt 
ed in the laſt action. He likewiſe allowed M*®? 
the retinue of a man of quality, and fron” 
time there was not one in the army more Or 
teemed or reſpeQed than this heroic girl. ed 
actions and deportment of a man fat fo eaſy" 

| ther, her countenance was ſo beautiful, “e. 
made her look ſo youthful, her valour wa 
aſtoniſhing, conſidering her age, and her: ab 
captivating, that every perſon of quality or het 
ſought her accquaintance. It is therefore. 
to be wonder'd at if one of whom all He 
well, and better ſtill of her intrepid ad det 
became very ſhortly the favourite of her . 
ter. About this time, ſome freſh troops aſi" 
ed from Spain, on board the ſhips uff l 
brought money and (proviſions to the 
In 


The Emperor went to fee them under : 
accompanied by his principal officers, of » 
number was our heroine. She thought ſhelf 
Don Carlos amongſt | then; nor * 4 
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ceived in her conjectures. She ſuffered the 
greateſt anxiety for the reſt of the day; for 
though ſhe made the moſt diligent enquiry af- 
ter him, it was to no purpoſe, as he had chang- 
ed his name. That night ſhe never cloſed her 
ages, roſe next morning with the ſun, and went 
herſeli in ſearch of a lover who had coſt her ſo 
many tears. She ſoon found him, but he did 
not recollect her, as ſhe was grown much tal- 
er, and her complex ion was greatly altered by 
the heat of the climate. She pretended to take 
him for another of his acquaintance, aſked him 
the news from Seville, and ſpoke to him of the 
firſt perſon whoſe name came into her head. 
Don Carlos told her, that ſhe had miftaken 
him; that he was not from Seville, but Valen- 
cia. You reſemble exceedingly, anſwered So- 
phia, a perſon who was once very dear to me, 
and becauſe of that reſemblance I would glad- 
ly call you my friend, if you have no objecti- 
on to the title. The very ſame reaſon, repli- 
ed Don Carlos, which has cauſed you to make 
me an offer of your friendſhip, would have al- 
ready gain'd you mine had it been worth your 
zcceptance. You ftrongly reſemble one for 
whom 1 have long had a paſſion. You have 
her countenance and her voice; but then you 
Wie not of the fame ſex, and I am perſuaded, 
Widded he, giving a heavy ſigh, you are not of 
er diſpoſition. Sophia bluſhed at theſe laſt 
words of Don Carlos, However this efcaped 
his obſervation, owing perhaps to the tears 
which ſtood in his eyes and prevented his diſco» 
gering her emotion. Her diſorder encreaſed, 
nd finding herſelf no longer able to conceal it, 
ne requeſted Don Carlos to come and viſit her 
her tent, where ſhe would go and wait for 
lim; then took her leave, after having * 
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him her quarters, and that ſhe was call'd Don 
Ferdinand. At the mention of that name, 
Carlos was apprehenſive he had not behaved 
with proper reſpect. He already knew how 
much that perſon was eſteemed by the Empe. 
ror ; and that though a ſtranger and unknown, 
he ſhared his countenance with the firſt of the 
nobility. He found out the tent without diff. 
culty, and met the reception there he might 
have expected, from one of the principal off. 
cers in the camp. He ſtill traced the likeneſe cf 
Sophia 1n the features of Don Ferdinand, hut 
was more aſtoniſhed at his voice which pierced 
his very ſoul, and reſtored the image of a per- 
ſon there who was once dearer to him than 
life. Sophia, ſtill undiſcovered by her lover, 
preſſed him to eat, and after he had taken ſome 
refreſhment and the ſervants were retired, ſhe 
made him once more declare that he was from 
Valencia, and finally heard him relate, what 
ſhe knew as wellas he did of their adventures till 
the day he intended to take her off. And would 
you have ſuppoſed, continued Don Carlos, that 
a woman of her rank who had received ſo ma- 
ny teſtimonies of my affection, and had made 
me ſuch returns upon her part, could have been 
faithleſs and baſe, to have art not only to con- 
ceal this, but to prefer a ſtrippling of a page to 
me, and elope with him the very day before | 
interided to take her off. But are you certan 
of this, replied Sophia? Chance is the arbitrels 
of every thing, and frequently takes pleaſure 
to confute our reaſonings by accidents the moſt 
whimſical and unexpected. Your miſtreſs ma) 
have been forced to this ſeparation, and is per- 
haps more unfortunate than culpable. Would 
to God ! anſwered Don Carlos, that T did but 
doubt of her falſhood, I ſhould then ſubmit 
PARTS 1 without 
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whout murmuring to every calamity and miſ- 
ſortune which ſhe has heaped upon me. 
Nay 1 ſhould, ſmile in the very boſom of 
W.cetchedneſs if I could think her ſtill conſtant, 
hut that villain Claudio is the only one-ſhe 
Wes, and her feigned paſſion for unhappy Car- 
los only for his ruin—you ſeem to me, replied 
W'ophia, never to have loved ſincerely, when you 
us condemn your miſtreſs without a hearing, 
ind even deem her more criminal than incon- 
int, And can there be a doubt of her guilt, 
ned Don Carlos, when the very night ſhe 
hoped, in order to remove my ſuſpicions from 
he page, ſhe left a letter in her father's cham- 
er of the moſt cruel nature, and which has 
made me too miſerable not to live in my recol- 
ion? PH repeat it to you, and then leave 
ou to judge of what artifice ſhe was capable. 


In Ke 


aa Ir was unjuſt to forbid me to love Don Car- 
bat, after having commanded me to liſten to hi 
dreſſes. Merit great as his could not fail in-? 


wing me with reciprocal affe ion, and when 
een e heart of a young perſon is really engaged, 

e voice of intereſt 1s ſeldom attended to. I 
re therefore fled with one whoſe attachment 
u have countenanced ſince my child-hood, 
d without whom I found it as impoſſible to 
e as not daily to expect a thouſand deaths. 
th a ſtranger, whom I am perſuaded 1 
ud never bring myſelf to love, though he 
s richer if poſſible than he is. Our offence, 
in ſtrikneſs it can be deemed one, deſerves- 
ur forgiveneſs, which if you grant us, we 
ll return more ſwiftly to receive it, than we 
from the rigour you intended us. 

© OR] | SOPHIA, 
Vol. II. 
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YOU may eaſily imagine the grief of 80. 
phia's parents upon reading this letter. Hoy. 
ever, they had ſtill hopes, that 1 had their 
daugh terconcealed ſomewhere in Valencia, or 
at leaſt that ſhe was not far off. Every thing 
waz kept a profound fecret except from the 
Viceroy who was their near relation; and 
ſcarce had the day began to dawn when a magi(- 
trate entered my bed-chamber, and found me 
ſtill afleep. L was as much ſurprized at this 
viſit as J had cauſe: and when, upon being 
aſked where Sophia was, I replied by making 
the fame demand, my accuſers became more 


exaſperated, and hurried me away to priſon im- 
mediately. I was examined, but could make nol " 
defence againſt Sophia's letter; from that i Þ 
was evident, that J intended to take her of Ml f. 
But it was like wiſe certain that mv page had it 
diſappeared at the ſame time. Sophia's parent t! 
made the moſt diligent ſearch after their davghM it 
ter, and my friends upon the other hand exen t! 
Ed their utmoſt to diſcover where the page had * 
convey'd her; this was the only means left til ” 
prove my inhocence, but they never were abi te 
to get any intelligence of them, and my ene |: 
mies accuſed me of having murdered both o ca 
and the other. At length, injuſtice, ſupport of 
ed by power, triumphed over the weakneſs be. 
oppreſſed innocence. I was bid prepare for tri 8" 
and at the ſame time for death, and as I d be. 
not expect a miracle would be wrought in mer 
behalf, I determined to ſave myſelf by an e de 
fort of deſpair. L communicated my intent ph 
ons to ſome highwaymen, who were priſoner bn 
like myſelf, and all deſperate reſolute fellowiiſf 
We forced open the priſon gates, and with tiny Pro 
aſſiſtance of our friends made the mountains of «c 


the borders of Valencia, before the Vicer "il 
on” 
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was informed of our eſcape: we were for a 
long time maſters of the country. The infi- 
delity of Sophia, the perſecution of her pa- 
WH rents, and the injuſtice of the Viceroy, toge- 
WT ther with the loſs of my eſtate, plunged me in 
ach deſpair, that I riſqued my life in every 
encounter where our troop met with any re- 
"WH iſtance. This gained me ſuch reputation, that 
MM my comrades appointed me their chief. So 
Wl ercat was our ſucceſs that we became formida- 
oil ble to the Kingdoms of Arragon and Valencia, 
and had even the inſolence to lay theſe coun- 
tries under contributions. Here, added Don 
Carlos, I have trufted you with a ſecret upon 
which my life depends, but your treatment has 
been ſuch, and my prepoſſeſſion ſo great, that I 
freely rely upon your honour for not divulging 
nac it. At length, continued he, growing weary of 
this abandoned life, I took an opportunity of 
ſealing away from my companions, and took 
en! the road to Barcelona, where I was received 
among the troops embarking for Africa, and 
which have ſince joined the army. I have no 
reaſon to be in love with life, and ſince nine 
has been of ſo little ſervice to myfelf, I ſurely 
cannot ſpend it better than againſt the enemies 
oor] of my country and in your ſervice ; for the 
eſs ff generous countenance you have ſhewn me, has 
trial given my ſoul the firſt dawn of joy it has ex- 
| 6M'perienced ſince that cruel girl's ingratitude hath 
n ml rendered me the moſt miſerable of my ſex. 
an ef Sophia ſtill undiſcovered took the injured So- 
tent phia's part, and uſed every argument with her 
ſonel lover to prevail on him to ſuſpend his opinion 
Mou of his miſtreſs, till he had more convincing 
h ti proofs of her infidelity. She told him ſhe was 
ins I deeply intereſted in his misfortunes, that ſhe 
jcerd Viſhed from her ſoul to alleviate them, and in 
"I 2 order 
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order to give him more evident teſtimony than 
words of her affeCtion, ſhe requeſted that he 
would live with her, and that ſhe would ſeize 
the firſt opportunity of exerting both her own, 
and her friends intereſt with the Emperor, to 
deliver him from the perſecution of Sophia's 
parents and the Viceroy of Valencia. Don 
Carlos paid very little attention to what the 
feigned Don Ferdinand advanced in juſtificati- 
on of Sophia, but he accepted the offer which 
he had made him of his table and his houſe, 
'The ſame day this faithful woman ſpoke to 
the Colonel of Don Carlos, who ſhe ſaid was 
her relation, and obtained leave of him to live 
with him, I ſhould ſay her. Behold our un- 
fortunate lover in the ſervice of a miſtreſs whom 
he ſuppoſed dead or inconſtant. He finds him- 
ſelf at once in the friendſhip of one, whom he 
thought his maſter, and is perplexed to conjec- 
ture what he could have done to make himſelf 
ſo much beloved. He is his ſteward, his ſecre- 
tary, companion and confident, the other do- 
meſticks ſhew him nearly as much reſpe& as 
Don Ferdinand. And he would doubtleſs have 
been happy, as he knew that he was beloved 
by a maſter who appeared every way amiable 
to him, and to whom he was linked by a ſe- 
cret inſtinQ, if his loſt, his faithleſs Sophia 
did not conſtantly return in his thoughts, and 
cloud *em with a melancholy which neither the 
favours of ſo good a maſter, nor the ſmiles of 
proſperity were able to ſubdue. Notwithſtand- 
ing Sophia's affeQion for him, ſhe was not diſ- 
Pleaſed at his anxiety, as ſhe ſuppoſed herſelf 
to be the cauſe of it. She ſpoke to him ſo of- 
ten of Sophia, and at times defended her with 
ſo much warmth nay. paſſion and din Þ 
: | neis, 
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neſs, that at length he began to think that Don 
Ferdinand was once an admirer of Sophia him- 
ſelf, and was even probably ſo ſtill. The war 
in Africa was concluded juſt in the manner it is 
related in hiſtory. The Emperor carried it af- 
terwards into Germany, Italy, Flanders, and 
other places. Our heroine increaſed her repu- 
tation as a brave and experienced commander 
by numberleſs actions of valour and conduct, 

though the latter of theſe qualities is ſeldom 
found in one ſo young as her ſex made her ap- 
pear. The Emperor was obliged to go into 
Flanders, and aſk the King of France leave 
to paſs through his dominions. 

The great prince who reigned at that period 
was anxious to ſurpaſs a deadly foe in honour 
and clemency, who had ever ſurpaſſed him in 
ſucceſs, though he did not always take the moſt 
laudable advantage of it. Charles the Fifth 
was received at Paris as if he had been King of 
France. The beautiful Don Ferdinand was of 
the ſmall number of perſons of quality who 
accompanied him; and if his maſter had made 
any ſtay at a court the moſt gallantin the world, 
this lovely Spaniard who paſſed for a man, 
-- Wl vould have wounded many a heart, and been 
ia che ſource of jealouſy to the moſt accompliſh- 
nd Ned of our courtiers. In the mean time the 
he MI Viceroy of Valencia died in Spain. Don Fer- 
of dinand had ſufficient, rehance upon his own me- 
ad- It and the affe ction of his maſter to embolden 
li lim to requeſt this important office: and he ob- 
ſelf tained it without even being envied his ſucceſs. 
of- MW He promiſed Don Carlos, that immediately 
ith upon his acceſſiontothe Vice-royalty of Valencia, 
rp- Ide would make his peace with the parents of 
sophia, obtain his pardon from the Emperor 
lor being captain of the Banditti, and even en- 

3 deavour 
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deavour to reſtore him his confiſcations. Den 
Carlos would have received great pleaſure from 
theſe flattering pramiſes if his unhappy paſſion 
would have permitted him. At length the 
Emperor arrived in Spain, and proceeded im- 
mediately for Madrid, and Don Ferdinand to 
take poſſeſſion of his government. The day af- 
ter his entry into Valencia, Sophia's parents 
preſented a petition againſt Don Carlos. The 
Viceroy promiſed to grant them juſtice, but 
aſſured Don Carlos alſo that he might rely on 
his protection. Freſh informations were lodg » 
ed againſt him, the witneſſes gave in their de- 
poſitions a ſecond time; at length Sophia's pa- 
rents ſtimulated with reſentment for the loſs of 
their daughter, and panting for vengeancewhich 
they thought juſt, puſhed matters ſo forward, 
that in five or fix days the affair was ready for 
trial. They even went ſo far as to requeſt the 
Viceroy wculd commit him to priſon. But he 
pledged his word to them for his appearance, 
and immediately appointed the day of trial, 
On the eve of that fatal day which held the 
whole city of Valencia in ſuſpence, Don Car- 
los requeſted a private audience with the Vice- 
roy, which was granted him. He threw him- 
ſelf at his feet, and ſpoke to him in the following 
manner. It is to-morrow, Sir, that you are to 
manifeſt my mnocence to the world. Although 
the witneſſes I have brought clear me of what 
I am accuſed, yet I come once more to ſwear 
before your highneſs, as truly as if in the pre- 
ſence of God, that I am not only free from the 
charge of taking off Sophia, but that I had 
not even ſeen her the day before ſhe eloped 
nor heard any thing of her ſince. I acknow: 
ledge I intended to take her off, but ſome evil 
fate, which to this hour I cannot account for 


diſappointeq 


ROMANCE. 79 
giſappointed me, either for her or my ruin. 
Enough, Don Carlos, replied the Viceroy, go 
peaceably to reſt, I am your maſter and your 
friend, and better acquainted with your inno- 
cence than you imagine; and had J even cauſe 
to doubt it, I ſhould think myſelf bound to 
ſew you lenity, as it was upon the promiſe of 
my protection that you ventured: here. Don 
Carlos poured-out his heart in thanks before 
him, and retired immediately to bed. But ſo 
great was his impatience to ſee himſelf cleared, 
that ſleep for that night was a ſtranger to his 
eyes. He got up at day-break, and having 
irefſed himſelf more neat than uſual he repair- 
ed to his maſter's levee. But I had like to have 
ſorgot, he did not enter the chamber till he 
was dreſſed, for ſince Sophia had diſguiſed her 
ſex, her woman Dorothea alone lay in her room, 
and did her thoſe little offices, which if done 
by another, would certainly have expoſed her 
toa diſcovery. Don Carlos then entered the 
Viceroy's chamber as ſoon as Dorothea had ſet 
t open for the whole world. When the Vice- 
roy ſaw him, he obſerved that he was up early 
for a man who wanted to prove his innocence, 
and moreover added, that his not being able to 
ſleep was a ſtrong ſign of an uneaſy conſcience, 
Don Carlos, a little diſconcerted, replied, that 
it was not ſo much an apprehenſion of being 
found guilty Which prevented his ſleeping, as 
the hopes he had of eſcaping the perſecution of 
bis enemies from the interpoſition and juſtice of 
bis Highneſs. | But methinks you are rather 
ſpruce and compoſed, ſays the Viceroy, on the 
day you are to be tried for your life. I don't 
know what to think of the crime they lay to 
four charge. Whenever Sophia was the ſub- 
ect of our converſation, you ſpoke of her with 
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80 THE COMIC 155 
leſs warmth and more indifference than I did, 
and yet I am not accuſed as you are of having 
been beloved by her, and of being her murderer, 
and probably young Claudio's too, on whom 
vou want to lay the charge of her elopement. 
You tell me, continued the Viceroy, that you 
loved her, and yet 1 find you are able to ſurviye 


her loſs, nay forget nothing which can tend to 


obtain your pardon; you, who ought to deteſt 
hfe, and every. thing which can bind you to it 
Ah! faithleſs Don Carlos, it is evident ſome 
other paſſion has ſupplanted that you ſhould 
have preſerved undiminiſhed for your loſt So- 
phia, ſhe, whoſe whole ſoul you poſſeſſed, and 
who would have encountered evety danger for 
your ſake. Don Carlos, wounded to the quick, 
with theſe words. of the Viceroy, was going to 
reply, but he would not ſuffer him. Hold, Sir, 
ſaid he, with an auſterity of countenance he 
never before ſaw him aſſuine, reſerve your elo- 
quence for your judges, for my part | will not 
be impoſed on by it, nor will I for any of my 
ſervants give the Emperor a bad impreſſion of 
my juſtice; and in the mean time added the 
Viceroy, turning to the Captain of the Guards, 
take him into cuſtody, he who before broke 
from priſon to ſave himſelf, will not now heſi- 
tate to break his word. Here his ſword was ta- 
ken from him, andevery body was moved with 
compaſſion, ſeeing him encompaſſed by Guards, 


pale and faint, and with difficulty withholding 


his tears. In the mean time while poor Don 
Carlos is. reproaching himſelf for having had 
too much dependance upon the promiſes of great 
men, his judges appeared, and after the Vice- 
roy was ſeated, took their places. The Italian 
Count, who was till. at Valencia, and Sophia“ 


father and mother were preſent with their wit- 


neſſes. 
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neſſes. As for the criminal he was plurged in 
ſuch deſpair that he had not ſpirits to reply. 
They reminded him of the letters he had for- 
merly written to Sophia, They likewiſe 
brought the neighbours and ſervants of the fa- 
mily as evidences againſt him, and finally pro- 
duced the letter which Sophia had left in her 
chamber the day before ſhe eſcaped with him. 
Don Carlos brought his ſervants to prove that 
they had ſeen him go to bed; but this might 
z have been in order to conceal his deſign, and 
„be might have got up afterwards. He ſtill de- 
clared that he did not take her off; and repre- 
ſented to the judges the improbability of his 
taking her away in order to ſeparate himſelf 
from her. But they went ſo far as to accuſe 
him of having killed both her and the page who 
was privy to their amour. Nothing remained 
now but to paſs ſentence, and he was juſt going 
to be condemned, when the Viceroy ordered 
him to approach, and ſpoke to him as follows. 
Unfortunate Don Carlos, you may readily ſup- 
poſe, after all the marks of affeQion I have 
hewn you, that if I thought you guilty of the 
crime of which you are accuſed, I never would 
have brought you to Valencia, However, I 
muſt paſs — you, or begin the exerciſe 
of my office by an act of injuſtice, and you 
may judge of the pain it gives me, by the tears 
ſhed on the occaſion, Matters could be eaſi- 
y adjuſted with your proſecutors if they were 
perſons of leſs quality, or not ſo determined on 
jour deſtruQtion. In fine, unleſs Sophia herſelf 


lothing left but to prepare for death. Carlos 
tow deſpairing of life, threw himſelf at the 
Viceroy's feet and cried, you remember, Sir, 
at in Africa, and ſince firſt I had the honour | 

? E 5 | to 


pears as an evidence in your favour, you have 
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to enter into your ſervice, that often as I was 
moved to the diſtreſſing recital of my misfor- 
tunes, I always related them without variation, 
and ſurely I could have no motive for diſguiſ- 
ing my heart in that country from a maſter who 
behaved to me with ſuch tenderneſs and afeRi- 
on. Lalways ſpoke as fincere to your Highneſs, 
as to the Almighty. And I once more declare, 
that I love, that I adore Sophia. Say rather 
that you abhor her, thou ingrate, anſwered the 
Viceroy, to the ſurpriſe of every body. I adore 
her, replied Don Carlos, aſtoniſhed at what 
the Viceroy had juſt ſpoken. I promiſed to 
marry her, continued he, and we agreed to 
to Barcelona together. But if J took her off, 
or know where ſhe 1s concealed, let the moft 
cruel death be the reward of my perjury. I 
know I cannot eſcape it, but 1 fhall die guilt- 
leſs, unleſs it be a crime to have loved too wel! 
an inconſtant faithleſs woman. But, exclaimed 
the Viceroy, what 1s become of this lady and 
her page ? have they aſcended into heaven, or 
are they hid under ground? 'The page was 
amorcus, rephed Don Carlos, and ſhe was 
handſome, he was but man, and ſhe but woman. 
Villain, ſays the Viceroy, now you diſcover 
your baſe ſuſpicions, and prove how little re- 
gard yon had for the nnhappy Sophia. Curſt 
be the woman who liftens to the promiſes of 
_ and ſubjeQs herſelf to contempt by her 
credulity. But know, Sir, that Sophia was vir- 
tuous, and the page Claudio one of her own 
Tex. Sophia was ever true, and the page an 
- unhappy woman, who had a paſſion for you, and 
therefore took Sophia off, for being her rival. 
I am Sophia, unjuſt, ungrateful Carlos 
me who. has encountered incredible difficul- 
ties for a man who does not deferve ſuch affec- 
| | | tio 
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ROMANCE. 83. 
tion, when he could ſuppoſe her capable of the 
greateſt infamy. Sophia could not proceed far-, 
ther, when her father who recollected her, 
caught her in his arms, whilſt, her mother 
ſwooned upon bne fide, and Don Carlos on the 
other, Sophia immediately diſengaged herſelf 
from her father's embrace, and flew to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of two perſons who were equally dear 
to her. Her mother wept in tranſport over her, 
and both mingled their tears upon this joyful. 
meeting. She embraced her dear Don Carlos 
with inexpreſſible tenderneſs, who was ſtill rea- 
dy to drop from her arms. However he ſoon 
recovered, and as he dared not yet give a looſe 
to his tranſports, he impreſſed a thouſand glow- 
ing kiſſes upon her hand. Sophia was perfectly 
overwhelmed with complimerits and careſſes. 
Amongſt the reſt the Italian count came to'pay 
her his reſpects, and took occaſion at the ſame 
time to mention his former pretenſions, urging 
her father and mother's promiſe, which he had 
obtained in (ſupport of his ſuit. Don Carlos, 
who overheard him, inſtantly clapped his hand 
to his \word, which had been juſt reſtored him, 
and with a look that ſtruck every body with 
terror, ſwore that all the powers upon earth 
ſhould not tear his Sophia from him, unleſs ſhe 
herſelf forbad him to think more of her. But ſhe 
declared that ſhe never would marry any body 
but her dear Don Carlos, and conjured her fa- 
ther and mother to conſent to it, or reſolve to 
ſee her ſhut up for life in a convent. Her pa- 
rents left her choice in her own power, and the 
ltalian Count ſet out poſt the ſame day for Italy 
or for any other country he liked better. In 
the mean time the Emperor was made acquaint- 
ed with theſe wonderful adventures, who im- 
mediately beſtowed on Don Carlos the Vice- 


royalty 
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royalty of Valencia, and likewiſe all the poſts 
the heroic Sophia had obtained under the name 
bf Don Ferdinand. He gave him beſides x 
principality, of which his deſcendants are to 
this day in poſſeſſion. The city of Valencia de- 
frayed the expence of their wedding, which 
was ſumptuous and magnificent to the laſt de- 
gree; and Dorothea who reſumed her ſex with 
her miſtreſs, was married at the ſame time to a 
gentleman nearly allied to Don Carlos. 
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The Effrontery of Rappiniere. 


H E Counſellor of Rennes had juſt done 
reading his novel, when Rappiniere ar- 
rived at the inn. He entered the room without 
ſuſpicion, where he was told Mr. Garouffiere 
was; but immediately changed countenance 
when he ſawDeſtiny there, and his valet, as 
pale and as frightened as a criminal in a court 
of. yuſtice. Garouffiere faſtened the door upon 
the inſide, and then aſked the intrepid Rappi- 
mere if he had not gueſſed the reaſon of his 
ſending for him. Was it not about an actreſs? 
replied the villain ſneering, of whom I wanted 
to have my part. What do you mean by your 
part, anſwered Garouffiere, aſſuming a ferious 
aſpect? have you never ſentenceda criminal to 
the gallows for being as vicious as yourſelf? 
Rappiniere ſtill continued to turn every thing 
to jeſt, and to treat the affair as a piece of 
raillery. But the counſellor ſpoke to him in ſo 
determined a manner, and with a tone ſo au- 
ſtere, that at length he owned his wicked in- 
tentions, and made ſome flimſy apologies to 
Deſtiny, who had need of all his good ſenſe to 
P. prevent him from taking immediate juſtice on 
à man, who ſought to injure him ſo capitally, 
aſter having been indebted to him for his life, 
as may be found in the beginning of this hiſto- 
y. But he had another matter to adjuſt with 
mis iniquitous magiſtrate which nearly concern- 
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ed him, and which he had communicated to 
Mr. Garouffiere, who promiſed to obtain him 
juſtice from this bad man. Notwithſtanding 
the attention with which I have ſtudied Rap- 
piniere's character, I could never determine 
whether he was leſs wicked towards God, than 
towards man, or leſs unjuſt towards his neigh- 
bout than vicious and malignant in his diſpoſiti- 
on. T only know for-certain, that no man 
ever poſſeſſed more vices, or in a more emi- 
nent degree. He confeſſed his deſign to take off 
Mrs. Star as boldly as if he was boaſting of 
ſome good action. He had even the impudence 
to tell the counſellor and Deſtiny that he had 


not the leaſt doubt of ſucceſs, for, continued he, 


turning to the latter, I had gained your valet, 
your ſiſter had taken the bait, ſhe expected to 
find you wounded, and was not 'two leagues 
from the houſe, where I was waiting for her, 
when ſome devil or other took her from the 
blockhead who was condufting her to me. As 
for his part he loſt me an excellent. horſe, and 
got himſelf drubbed heartily inte the bargain. 
Deſtiny. frequently turned pale With rage, and 
ſometimes bluſhedatthe villain's effrontery, for he 
ſpoke to bimſelf' of the injury he intended him, 
with as little concern, as if it had been the 
meeteſt trifle. Garoufftere was equally incen- 
ſed, and did not feel leſs indignation againſt ſo 
dangerous a perſon. I don't know, ſays he, 
how you can dare to dwell on the cireumftances 
of; an action, for which Mr. Deſtiny would 
have given yo a good beating, if I had not 
prevented him; but however, give me leave to 
tell you, that he has not done with yon yet, 
unleſs you reſtore him the caſket of jewels 
which you ſtole from him once at Paris when 
you were « ſharper there. Doguin Who was 
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at that time your accomplice and afterwards 

your valet, confeſſed the whole upon his death- 

bed, and moreover faid that you ſtill had it in 

your poſſeſſion. For my part, I declare if you 
make the leaſt difficulty of returning it, you 
fall find me as much your enemy as ever ! 
have been your friend. Rappiniere was thun- 
| derſtruck at theſe words, his matchleſs talents 
i W for evaſion entirely forſook him; and after 
much ſtammering and confuſion, he acknow- 
ledged that he had this caſket at Mans, and 


f 
t W promiſed with moſt horrid imprecations to re- 
b 
d 


* 8 2 — 


ſtore it. This was perhaps one of the moſt 

ingenuous actions of his life, and yet not ſtrialy 
» WW honeſt; tis true indeed, he returned the caſket 
s MW 25 he had promiſed, but he advanced a falfhood, 
0 when he declared it was at Mans, as he had it 
at that very time about him, in order to make 
» MW apreſent of it to Mrs. Star, to ſoften her into 
e compliance. This he owned in private to Mr. 
Garouffiere, into whoſe hands he put it, re- 


queſting he would diſpoſe of it as he thought 


fiderable value, with a picture of Mrs Star's 
father in enamel, which that lovely woman ſo 
ſtrongly reſembled, that, this alone would be 
ſufficient to diſcover her to her father. Deftiny 


Garouffiere gave him the caſket of jewels. It 
exempted him from the neceſſity of uſing vie- 
lence with Rappiniere, who thought of nothing 
leſs than reſtoring it, and who might have taken 
advantage of his provoſtſhip, which is a very 
dangerous weapon in the hands of a bad man, 
The loſs of this caſket coſt Deſtiny a great deal 
of anxiety, which was conſiderably augmented 
by the concern it gave Star's mother, who trea- 
as W ſured up this trinket as a pledge of affection 
5 from 
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proper. It was compoſed of five ſtones of con- 


wanted words to expreſs his gratitude when Mr. 
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from her huſbard. It is natural therefore to 


ſuppoſe, that he was exceedingly rejoiced upon 


receiving it. He- went immediately to give it 
to Star, whonrhe found at the Curate's ſiſter's, 
in company with Angelica and Leander. They 
conſulted together about their return to Mans, 
which was fixed for the next day. Mr. Ga- 
rouffiere made them an offer of his carriage, 
which, they thought proper to decline, howe- 
ver he kept both actors and aAreſles to ſup with 
him. That night they retired early to reſt, 
and at day-break Deſtiny and Leander, each 
with his miſtreſs behind him, ſet out for Mans, 
where Ragotin, Ranccur and Olive, were al- 
ready returned. Mr. Garouffiere made Deſtiny 
a thouſand proffers of his ſervice, as for Boy- 
villon ſhe feigned illneſs, in order to avoid re- 
ceiving the formal adieu of an actor, with 
whom ſhe was not altogether ſo well ſatisfied. 


CHAP. 
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go fo os 
Ragotin's Diſaſter. 


15 two comedians who were returning 
with Ragotin to Mans were taken out of 
the high road by the little gentleman, who 
wanted to entertain them at a little farm houſe, 
in exact proportion to his ſtature, Though a 
faithful and minute hiſtorian ſhould be particu- 
lar not only in recording each important event, 
but the place where it happened, I ſhall nor 
tell you for certain, in what part of our hemiſ- 
phere, this little manſion ſtood, where Ragot- 
in was conducting his future aſſociates I term 
them future, as he was not yet enrolled in the 
vagrant order of ſtrollers. I ſhall only obſerve 


that it was on this ſide Ganges and not far from 


dille-le Guillaume. When he arrived there, 


he found it occupied by a troop of Gypſies, who 


greatly againſt the farmer's inclination, had ta- 
ken up their quarters there, under pretence of 


their Captain's wife being ſuddenly taken in la- | 


bour. The truth was, they expected to make 
great havock among the poultry as this was a 
bye place. Ragotin at firſt flew in a paſſion, 
threatened the Gypſies with the Provoſt of 
Mans, to whom he ſaid he was related, becauſe 
he was a Portail. He then made a long ha- 
rangue in order to acquaint his auditors with 
the nature of his alliance, but hiseloquence did 
not in the leaſt diminiſh his fury, or prevent 
his ſwearing horridly. He likewiſe 2 
9757 | tnem 
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them with the Lieutenant Provoſt Rappiniere, 
at the ſound of whoſe name every knee bent. 
But the Captain of the Gypſies ſet him almoſt 
frantic with his politeneſs, he had the impu- 
dence to compliment him on his noble preſence, 
which he ſaid proved him a man of quality, 
and that for his part he was ſincerely concerned 
for having unluckily intruded at his villa, he 
moreover added that as ſoon as the lady in the 
ſtraw was delivered, he and his little company 
would decamp. Ragotin was mad to pick a 
quarrel with a man, who, he clearly ſaw was 
bantering him, and was upon the point of giv- 
ing vent to his reſentment, when Rancour and 
the Captain's brother recollected they were old 
acquaintance. This was a fortunate circum- 
ſtance for Ragotin, who had like to have got 
himſelf into an ugly ſcrape by beginning at firſt 
upon too high a key. Rancour requeſted he 
would be pacified, which by the by, he hada 
ſtrong inclination to, and would ſoon be of him- 
ſelf, if his natural pride would permit him. In 


the mean time, her tawny ladyſhip was brought 


to bed of a ſon. Great were the rejoicings of 
the troop upon the nccafion. The Captain in- 
vited the comedians to ſupper, and among the 
reſt Ragotin, who already ordered ſome chick- 
ens to be killed for a fricaſee.. They fat down 
to table. The Gipſies had ſome partridges and 
hares which they had taken, and two turkies, 
they had likewiſe as many roaſting pigs which 


they had ſtolen, beſides a ham, ſome neats 


tongues, and a hare pye, which they began with. 
Add Ragotin's ſix chickens to this, and you 
muſt allow, that they had not bad cheer. The 
company, not including the comedians, conſiſt- 
ed of nine perſons, all excellent dancers, but 
ſtill better pick-pockets, The firſt toaſt wi 
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the King and royal family, and then a general 
health to all the humane gentry about the coun- 
ry, who permitted their little troops to ſhelter 
in the villages. The Captain requeſted the 
comedians to drink to the memory of the deceaſ- 
ed Charles Dodo, uncle to the lady who had 


juſt lain in, and who was hanged during the 


ſege of Rochelle, through the treachery of 
Captain Graves. They vented bitter impre- 
cations againſt this apoſtate brother, and againſt 
provoſts in general. Ragotin's wine went round 
briſkly, but the debanch was made without the 
laſt confuſion or animoſity. Every man, not 
to except the miſanthrope Rancour, made vows 
of the moſt inviolable attachment to the one 


who ſat next him, kiſſed him with affeQion, 


and even ſhed tears over him. Ragotin did the 
honours of the table, to a miracle, and drank 
like a ſponge. After being ſoaking all night, it 
is natural to ſuppoſe they would have retired 
to bed, when the _ roſe. But the ſame wine 
which had rendered them ſuch peaceable to- 
pers, inſpired them all at once with a general 
ſpirit of parting, if I may fo expreſs myſelf. 
The Caravan packed up their bundles, not for- 
getting to include ſome rags belonging to the 
Farmer and Ragotin, whilſt the latter ſeated 
on his mule, and as compoſed as he. was warm 
during the entertainment, ſet out for Mans, 
without ever troubling his head whether Ran- 
cour and Olive were following him, or indeed 
paying attention to any thing except an empty 
tobacco pipe which he had better than an. hour 
in his mouth. He had not proceeded half a 
league, ſtill drawing his empty pipe, when the 
fumes of the wine mounted all at once into his 


head. He fell off his mule, which very pru- 


dently turned back to the farm houſe, whilſt he 
De” | himſelf, 
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himſelf, after he had diſcharged his ſtomach, 
fell faft aſleep in the middle of the road. He 
had not lain there long, ſnoaring as loud as aul 
organ- pipe, when a man as naked as our great 
anceſtor Adam, but with a frightin] beard He 
and all over covered with filth, approached 
him, and immediately began to ſtrip him. He 
ſtruggled violently to get a new pair of boot Had 
off, which at an inn Rancour would have ſeiz- 
ed as if by miſtake for his own, as I have al, 
ready related in ſome part of this authentie 
hiſtory, He certainly muſt have awoke him, Nef 
if he had ndt been dead drunk (as the phraſe is) 
and made him bellow like one drawn between 
four horſes. But all the effe& it had on hin 
was to move him on his breech for about half: 
dozen paces. A knife fell from the pocket o 
this ſound ſleeper, which the wild man ſeized, 
and as if he was going to flea Ragotin, he cut; 
away his ſhirt, his boots, and every thing he 
found any difficulty in ſtripping him of. Hehe 
then made his ſpoil into a bundle and ſet out, 
like a wolf with his prey. We ſhall leave the, 
ſavage to fly off with his booty, who was theMr. 
identical lunatic that terrified Deſtiny ſo much, 
when he was firſt in queſt of Angelica, and; 
continue with Ragotin, who ſtill remained; 
ſound aſleep. His naked body expoſed to the. 
ſun was ſoon covered and bit with flies and; 
ſwarms of gnats, which however gave him nf. 
diſturbance ; but he was ſoon after rouſed Hu 
ſome peaſants who were driving a cart that, 
way. When they diſcovered the naked body ain 
0 
e 
It 


Ragotin, they all exclaimed, there he is, then 
approaching him with as little noiſe as poſſible, 
as if they were apprehenſive of diſturbing hin, 
they bound him hand and foot with ſtrong 
cords; then placed him in their cart _— 
1 | of 
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of with him as violently as if they were run- 
ting away with an heireſs againſt her own and 
her friends conſent. So drunk was Ragotin that 
al the ſhocks he had received could not wake 
him; nor even the rude jolting of the cart, 
which the peaſant drove ſo furiouſly that it 
nverturned in a ſlough, and toſſed him into the 
middle of it. 'The coolneſs of the place he 
had fallen into, which had got either ſtones, or 
bme other hard ſubſtance at the bottom, join- 
ed tothe ſhock of his fall brought him to him- 
e: but the place and condition he found him- 


mige in aſtoniſhed him beyond meaſure. He 
5) bimſelf tied hand and foot, and tumbled 
ente a ſlough. He found his head reeling and 
1m 


ordered, with his debauch and his fall, and 
id not know what to attribute it all to, except 
bree or four peaſants who were helping him 
ut of the mire, and as many more who were 
fting a cart up. He was ſo terrified at his ad- 
enture, that fond as he was of hearing him- 
Hef talk, and excellent as the ſubject was he 
outad to debate on, he could not open his lips. 


theWut what was worſe, when he recovered the 
ther: of his tongue, he had nobody left to ſpeak 
uch For the peaſants having held a council to- 
and ether, juſt ſet his feet at liberty, and then 
ne0M:thont giving him any reaſon for this treat- 
theWent, or making the leaſt apology for it, they 
an0WY:ove their cart off with as much expedition as 
4 came. The reader is no doubt anxious to 


ow, what theſe fellows wanted with Rago- 
, and why after all they did nothing to him. 

he matter is certainly difficult to divine, and 
defy the reader to do it of himſelf, without 
e aſſiſtance of revelation, For my part, not- 
ithſtanding all the pains I have taken for 
it purpoſe, it was but very lately I diſcover-, 
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edit, and that too when J leaſt expected it, 
in the manner I am juſt going to relate. A 
certain prieſt belonging to lower Maine, a lit- 
tle wild and flighty in his notions, came to pa- 
ris about ſome law buſineſs : and while he waz 
waiting the iſſue of his ſuit, wanted to print 
ſome chimerical thoughts he had conceived 
concerning the 23 So fruitful was he 
in fancies, and ſo fond was he of his extrava- 
gances, that he ſet the printer almoſt mad with 
the variety of his amendments and additions. 
This obliged him very often to change, till in 
fine he engaged with the publiſher of this bock, 
at whoſe houſe he accidentally read the very 
page which treats of the adventure I have 
been relating. He recolleQed immediately 
that he was intimately acquainted with the 
peaſants who took off Ragotin, and their mo- 
tives for this action. He perceived therefore 
where the hiſtory was defective, and having 
communicated his obſervations to the printer, 
who, by the by, was greatly ſurprized at it 
(for he as well as many others ſuppoſed this 
book to be merely the child of imagination.) 
a- meſlenger was difpatched to fetch me to 
him. I there learned for certain, that the pea- 
ſants who found Ragotin whilſt aſleep, were 
near relations to the poor lunatic who ran wild 
about the country. They had attempted ſeve- 
ral times to take him but in vain, for he ws 
exceedingly ſtrong and powerful, and had often 
beaten them ſoundly: Some ruſtics, who fav 
Ragotin's naked body baſking in the ſun, took 
him for the madman. But as they dared not 
approach him for fear of a drubbing, the) 
went and told theſe peaſants of it, who came 
and ſeized little Ragotin by ſurprize. But diſ- 
covered their miſtake, they untied his feet, 1 
> | elt 
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left his hands ſtill confined in order to prevent 
any return of hoſtilities. Theſe particulars 
which I obtained from the clergyman gave me 
z great deal of pleaſure, and I acknowledged 
myſelf conſiderably his debtor ; however I flat- 
ter myſelf that I have done him a ſmall ſervice 
in prevailing on him to ſuppreſs the publication 
of his ridiculous whims. Some will accuſe me 
perhaps of being too minute, whilſt others will 
1 MW applaud my veracity. Let us now return to 
WW Ragotin, with his body covered with mud, and 
all over bruiſed; his mouth parched, his head 
Wl dizzy, and his hands faſtened behind his back. 
1 WH He raiſed himſelf as well as he could, and ha- 
e ung looked all round without being able to diſ- 
cover a houſe or a human creature, he took the 
e fit beaten road he met with; racking his brain 
-s he went, to account for this extraordinary 
te adventure. As he had loſt the uſe of his hands, 
he was terribly perplexed with {ome obſtinate 
flies, who were fo perverſe as to faſten upon the 
very parts of his body which were moſt out of 
his reach, and often obliged him to roll upon 
the ground in order to deliver himſelf from 
their perſecution. At length he came to a deep 
road, inclofed with a hedge, leading down to 
a little ford. The ſight of the water tranfport- 
ed him, as he now thought he could clean him- 
ſelf. But as he came nearer the ſtream, he 
perceived a carriage overturned in it, from 
whence the coachman aſſiſted by a peaſant, was 
pulling out five or ſix nuns dripping wet, at 
the exhortation of ſome venerable churchman. 
It ſeems it was the old Abbeſs of Eſtival, WhO 
was returning from Mans, where ſhe had been 
about ſome buſineſs. of conſequence, and was 
juſt caſt away in the brook through the unſkil- 
fulnefs of her coachman. As ſoon as e 
| eſs 
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96 THE COUT C 
beſs and the Nuns deſcried the naked figure of 
Ragotin coming dire &ly towards them, they 
were ready to die with ſhame ; but the modeſt 
father Giflot, was more confuſed if poſſible 
than the ladies. He turned his back immedi- 
ately to them, for fear of an accident, and hol- 
looed out to Ragotin, not to come nearer at 
his peril. Ragotin took no notice of him, but 
ſtill continued to advance, till he came to a 
long plank, which was laid acroſs the ſtream 
for the convenience of foot paſſengers. Father 
Giflot came up to him, followed by the coach- 
man and the peaſant, and was ſome time in 
doubt if he ſhould not exorciſe him, ſuch an in- 
fernal figure did he cut. In fine, he aſked him 
who he was, from whence he came, why he 
was naked, and for what his hands were tied. 
All theſe queſtions were enforced with every 
energy of geſture, and harmony of cadence 
and tone. Ragotin, who was not then much 
diſpoſed to reliſh his eloquence, replied with 
the * interrogation of, what's that to you ? 
and as he attempted to paſs him on the plank, 
gave him ſo violent a joſtle, that the reverend 
father Giflot tumbled into the ford. The honeſt 
divinedrew the coachman after him the coachman 


the peaſant ; and ſuch entertainment did their fall 


afford Ragotin, that he was ready tocrack his ſides 
with laughing. He ſtill proceeded towards the la- 
dies, who had let down their veils, andturnedtheir 
faces towards the hedge in-order to avoid him. 
Ragotin never troubled his head about their fa- 
ces, but paſſed by, thinking he had done with 
them; however father Giflot was of another 
mind; he purſued Ragotin, followed hy the 


peaſant and the coachman, who was the voſt: 
enraged of the three. For the Lady Ahbeſs 
bar put him in an ill humour by the | 

ſcold 


ROMANCE: 
icold ſhe gave him for overturning her.. He 
overtook Ragotin in a twinkling, and lending 
a violent Jaſh with his whip, took ample ven- 
geance upon his ſkin for the water with which 
his own had been juſt drenched. Ragotin did 
not wait for a ſecond, but fled like a dog with 


- mp 


a whip at his tail. The coachman far from 
being appeaſed with one ſtroke, {till purſued 
him, and at every blow brought the blood. Fa- 
ther Giflot who was out of breath with run- 
ning, never ceaſed crying whip him, whip him, 
the dog, which the coachnian did with all his 
heart, and was beginning to take a pleaſure in 
it, when a mill, like an aſylum preſented itſelf 
to poor Ragotin. He ran towards it with his 
executioner ſtill at his back, and finding a door 
into a back yard open, he ruſhed into it, and 
was inſtantly received by a maſtiff, who ſeized 
him by the buttocks. He ſet up the moſt hide- 
dus cries with the agony, and made towards an 
x<joining garden with ſo much precipitation, 
that he over ſet ſix bee-hives which were plac- 
» Wd at the entrance of it; and this ſtroke of ill- 
d MWirtune compleated his ſufferings. Theſe little 
t Winged furies faſtened in myriads upon bis nak- 
n ed body, and as he could not ſave himſelf with 
ll Whands, ſtung him in a terrible manner. He 
es errified the very dog that had ſeized him ſo 
a nuch with his cries, that the animal dropped 
bis grip and ran off ſcared and frighted from 
hm. The mercileſs coachman followed the 
Z's example, while father Giflot, whoſe paſ- 
lon for ſome time had got the better of his 
charity, began to think he had carried his re- 
ſentment too far, and therefore went himſelf in 
der to haſten the miller and his people to the 
Por wretch's aſſiſtance.  'The miller immedi- 
nely delivered Ragotin from the fangs and lan- 
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ces of his enraged aſſailants, and though he 
was very much vexed, to fee his bee-hives 
overſet, yet this: did not check his compaſſion. 
He aſked him what the devil brought him there, 
why he was naked and his hands tied behind 
his back. But he was in ſuch agony that he 
could not make him an anſwer. A young Bear, of 
before it has been licked into form by its dam 
was not more ſhapeleſs, than Ragotin, ſwelled 

as he was from head to foot with the ſtings of 

the bees. The miller's wife, like a good nn. [ 
tured woman, got a bed ready for him and 
made him lie down. Father Giflot, the coach. M"" 
man and peaſant, went back to the Abbeſs off 
Efttval and her Nuns, who reimbarked in their“ 
carriage, and eſcorted by the Reverend Father 
Giflot, proceeded on their journey. It luckily 


happened that the mill was the property of one f 
Rignon, or his fon-in-law Bogoliere. Now n 
this Rignon was a relation of Ragotin's, off. 
which, when the miller and his wife were made E 
acquainted, they treated him with the greateſt - 
reſpect, and even ſent for a furgeon for him . 
from a neighbouring village, by whoſe aſſiſtance ke 
he was ſoon recovered. When he was able to 8 

travel he returned to Mans, where his joy up ” 
on meeting Rancour, Olive and his mule, en 
tirely baniſhed the recolle&ion of his fall from,” 


the cart, the blows of the coachman, the bite 
of the maſtiff, and the ſtings of the bees. 
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Vhat paſſed between little Ragotin and the Gigantic 
| Baguenodiere. 


ESTINY and Star, Leander and Ange- 
lica, theſe two pair of ſincere lovers, ar- 

ved at the capital of Maine without meetin 
with any accident. Deſtiny reconciled Angeli- 
a and her mother, and pleaded at the ſame 


the good-natured Cave began to approve 
Jof the paſſion which this young fellow and 
her daughter had conceived for each other. 
This poor little troop did not immediately meet 
with all the fucceſs they could have wifhed in 
the town of Mans; but a perſon of quality, 
cho was paſſionately fond of the theatre, by 
ns hberality, made up in a great meaſure their 
&hciencies. As a confiderable part of his eſ- 
tate lay in Mayne, he had taken a houſe at 
Mans, and had frequently acquaintances of 
unk, to viſit him there, both from the Court 
and the Provinces. He had even the Wits 
tom Paris, among whom were found poets of 
the firſt order; in ſhort he was the Mæœcenas 
the Moderns. He was exceedingly fond of 
te ſtage, and of all thoſe who belonged to it; 
Lcarcumſtance which drew every year ſomè of 
te beſt travelling companies in the kingdom to 
Mans, 'The nobleman I am ſpeaking of, ar- 
Ae there at the very time our poor players 
ere quitting. it _ want” of encouragement; 
| 2 - "TG 
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He requeſted they would oblige him by ſtaying i 
fifteen days longer, and in order to inſure their 
compliance made them a preſent of 100 piſ. ll ; 
toles, with a promiſe of as much more at their I 
departure. He was very proud he had it in I 
his power to amuſe with a play, ſeveral perſons 
of rank of both ſexes, who had come to Mans ll g 
upon his invitation. This nobleman whom |] 


| W 
ſhall call the Marquis D'orſé, was a great ſportſ- le 
man, and had brought all his hunting equipage , 
with him, which was deemed the fineſt in W 
France. As Maine was the beſt ſporting coun- ol 
try in the kingdom, the town of Mans was at he 
this time full of hunters, whom the report of Io 
this great entertainment brought there in crowd. N & 
The greateſt part were accompanied by their of 
wives, who were tranſported at the fight of wo- 7 
men of quality, as now they had a privilege "fil e 
boaſting of that honour: ever after. Yeu n 
country gentry pique themielves highly on an hir 
intimacy with the great, and whenever they ga 
happen to ſpeak of them always treat themwit Ne 
the utmoſt familiarity. For inſtance, one ob 2. 
ſerves that he loſt ſo much to Roquelaure, anc pal 
ther that Crequin won ſo much. . Coaquin is * 
hunting the ſtag in Toraine. And if once the c 
get upon a political ſubjec nothing can ſtoſ hae 
them. But to proceed. The town of Marg: 
was crowded with company great and mall wh 
All the inns were full, and as for the citizens 5 
where moſt of the nobility lodged, they hac . 
ſcarce a clean napkin or table-cloth left. Ib be 
players opened their theatre in high ſpirits, to ola 
they were paid before-hand. The people 0 ple: 
Mans began to have a freſh reliſh for play can 
While both town and country ladies flocked i rig 
abundance there, to view perſons of quality deh 
from whom they learned to dreſs, at leaſt bette 


tz 


ROMANCE. 101 
than they did before, to the great emolument 
of milleners and mantua-makers, to whom they 
ſent abundance of old dreſſes to be altered. 
There was a ball given every evening, where 
te moſt miſerable dancers danced the moſt 
WH wretched reels in coarſe linen ſtockings, and 
WH ſhining well poliſhed ſhoes. Our comedians 
WY vere often invited to perform in private fami- 
les. Star and Angelica inſpired all the men 
eg vith love and the women with envy. Innexilla 
"i who danced a ſaraband at the requeſt of the 
"WH players was greatly admired. Roquebrune as he 
oi b<he}d her with rapture, took freſh draughts of 
ore. Ragotin declared to Rancour, that if he 
„ iclayed much longer obtaining him the heart 
I of Star, that France would be ſhortly without 
"Wl : Ragotin. Rancour gave him every aſſurance 
of ſucceſs, but in order to furniſh him with a 
more particular mark of his eſteem, he aſked 
him for 25 or 30 livres for a few days. Little 
Ragotin turned pale at this abrupt requeſt, re- 
rented him of the declaration he had juſt made, 
and was even on the point of renouncing his 


paſſion, but at length, finding it kindling up a 


of little purſes, in every kind of coin, which 
had the king's ſtamp upon it, and with a woe- 
ſul countenance reckoned it out to Rancour, 
who promiſed next day to ſpeak in his behalf. 
That day Don Japhet was performed, a piece 
altogether as merry, as the author has cauſe to 
be ſad. The audience was numerous, and the 
phy was well acted, in ſhort every body was 
pleaſed except the unfortunate Ragotin. He 
ame rather late to the theatre, and for the pu- 
nſhment of his ſins, placed himſelf directly 
dehind a country gentleman, with a huge pair 
F ſhoulders, covered with a large great coat, 
8 4 which 
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freſh, he drew out the money from a number 
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which ſwelled his figure to a prodigious bull. 0 
He was ſo exceeding tall, that though he was | 
fitting, Ragotin thought he was ſtanding up, 
and therefore inceſſantly called out to him to fit 
down like other people, not thinking it poſſible 
that a man who was fitting could be ſo much 
taller than the reſt of the company. This gen- Ml * 
tleman, whoſe name was Baguenodiere, was a 
long time before he heard Ragotin ſpeak to him, 
At length Ragotin called out to him, Mr. with 
the ſmart plume, and in truth a large tuft he 
had on his bead, neither the ſineſt nor the clean 
eſt in the world. He turned about to the little Ml © 
cholerie gentleman who bade him ſo rudely to fit 
down. Bagvenodiere juſt ſurveyed him, and 
turned round again without the leaſt emotion, 
Ragotin ſtiil cried out for him to fit down, while 
he turned his head merely to look at him, and 
then turned immediately towards the tage 
again. Ragotin bawled out, Baguenodiere ſur- ' 
veyed the little man a third time, and then turn- 
ed to the actors as if nothing had happened. 
During the whole performance, Ragotin never 
ceaſed bawling out to him to fit down, and Ba- 
guenodiere continued to regard him with the 
ſame indifference, that he abſolutely ſet hin 


mad, We may compare Baguenodiere to 4 . 
huge maſtiff, and Ragotin to a little cur thai, 
barks after him, whilſt he takes no notice, but] © 
calmly paſſes on, and turns up his leg againl : 


the firſt wall he meets. At length the attent- 
on of the whole audience was fixt upon thi 
_ contention between the biggeſt and the ſmallet 
man in company : and at the very time when 
Ragotin began to. grow moſt impatient, ever 
body elſe began to laugh, whilſt Baguenodiet 
took no farther notice, but ftill continued t 


ſurvey him with his uſual phlegm. B x 
| | ES ent 
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dere was one of the biggeſt men, and one of 
the biggeſt brutes exiſting. He aſked two gen-. 
tlemen that ſat near him what they laughed at, 
they, candidly told him, at himſelf and Rago- 
tin, expecting that he would take this as a 
compliment, not an affront. However they 
were miſtaken, for a look, which called them 
two impertinent puppies, that he ſhot from un- 
der his brows at them, ſoon convinced them 
that he was offended, and moreover made them 
conclude that blows were the beſt reply they 
could make him. Baguenodiere had at firſt 
only the uſe of his elbows, for his hands were 
confined by his great coat, and before he could 
ſet them at liberty, the two gentlemen who 
were brothers, and naturally very active, gave 
him half a dozen ſtrokes, but ſo regular, and 
at ſuch equal diſtances, that, that part of the 
audience who could not ſee the action, imagined 
ſomebody had given half a dozen claps for their 
amuſement. At laſt Baguenodiere got his hands 
from under his coat, but preſſed as he was by 
two brothers, who faſtened on him like lions, 
he could not make any uſe of his long arms. 
He attempted to ſtep back, but fell over a man 
who ſtood juſt behind him, and tumbled both 


him and his bench upon the unfortunate Rago- 


tin, who overturned another, who likewiſe 
overturned another, and ſo. on to the extremity: 
of the benches ; of which, a whole row was 
overſet like ſo many nine pins. The noiſe which 
thoſe who fell made, the cries of the women 
and children, joined to the clamours of the 
audience, between laughing, groaning, and 
clapping, made a moſt, infernal din. Surely 
never did fo many accidents enſue from ſo trivial 


a cauſe, and what is very ſurpriſing, there was 


not a fword drawn during the whole fray, though 
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the diſpute was principally amongſt perſons who 
Carried theſe weapons, and there was above 2 
hundred in company. But what is till more 
aſtoniſhing, Baguenodiere boxed, and was beat- 
en, without diſcovering the leaſt emotion at the 
whole tranſaction; it was even obſerved that 
he never opened his lips after dinner, except to 
pronounce theſe few uhlucky words which 
brought on him this terrible ſhower of blows, 
of ſuch phlegm was this man- mountain poſſeſſ- 
ed, and ſo exactly proportioned to his bulk, 
was his taciturnity. This ſtrange chaos of 
perſons, and confuſion of benches one over the 
other, were a long time before they were com- 
pletely ſet to rights. Whilſt ſome were buſied 
about this, and others more humane, endea- 
vouring to part Baguenodiere and his two ene- 
mies, the moſt frightful howlings were heard, 
and ſeemed as if they iſſued from under ground, 
Who ſhould this be but Ragotin. Certainly, 
if fortune once begins to perſecute a man, there 
is no end to his ſufferings. The ſeat of the poor 
little man was placed exactly over the board 
which covers the ſewer of the tennis“ court, 
where the play was performing. Now the 
ſewer 1s generally ſituated in the middle of the 
court, it ſtands to receive rain-water, and the 
board which covers it lifts up like that belong- 
ing to a box. But time, which brings about 
every thing, had fo waſted and rotted this 
board, that it broke under Ragotin, when a 
man tolerably heavy, entirely overwhelmed 
him with his fall. This perſon had got one leg 
into the hole where Ragotin was ftuffed head 
and ſhoulders, and as the devil would have it, 
that leg was booted, the ſpur of which faſten- 
ed'in Ragotin's throat, which was the cauſe of 
his ſending forth ſuch terrible howlings. _ 

| body 
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ROMANCE. 105 
body offered the man his hand, and while he 


was endeayouring to diſengage his leg, Ragotin 
gave him ſo furious a bite, that he thought he 
was bit by a ſerpent; this made him ſet up a 
terrible cry, which ſtartled the perſon that was 
aſſiſting him ſo much, that he let go his holq 
with fright, at length recovering himſelf, he 
once more gavethe man his hand, who now re- 
moved his leg peaceably, as Ragotin ceaſed 
biting him. They all then aſſiſted in lifting up 
the little man, who, as ſoon as he ſaw the 
light, denounced vengeance againſt the whole 
world with his look, but principally againſt 
thoſe who attempted to laugh at him ; then 
thruſt himſelf amongſt the crowd, which was 
preſſing out, meditating ſomething glorious to 


| 


never learn how Baguenodiere and the two bro- 
thers adjuſted their differences ; I can only tell, 
that great as their quarrel was, I never heard of 
adiſpute ſince. Thus was the firſt performance 
Or of our comedians diſturbed, before the ifluftri- 
rd Wl ous company which was then at Mans. | 


ut 
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led 


himſelf, and fatal to Baguenodiere. I could 
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c n & ©. in. 


E day following, the Nicodeme of the 
inimitable Corneille was performed. This 
in my opinion, is a moſt admirable piece; and 
one in which that excellent dramatic poet, has 
given the moſt ſtriking evidences of the origi- 
nality, fertility, and vaſtneſs of his genius. 
For every character is great and highly finiſh- 
ed, yet diſtinct, and effentially different. The 
repreſentation did not meet with the leaſt in- 
terruption, owing perhaps, to Ragotin's not MI. 
having been there. Scarce a day paſſed, but M 
he got himſelf into fome ſcrape, to which his, 
vanity, turbulence, and preſumption contribut- MW ' 
ed as much as his ill-fortune, which never | 
ceaſed perſecuting him. The little man went IM | 
in after dinner to Innexilla's huſband's chamber 
the quack, who called himſelf a phyſician, as | 
I have already mentioned, but who was no bet- IM] * 
ter than a meer mountebank, and: ſharper. MW © 
Rancour, in order to get rid of Ragotin's im- 
portunities, whom he had promiſed to obtain MW * 
Mrs. Star's affections, perſuaded him that this MW * 
fellow. was a great magician, and that he could 
make the moſt prudent woman in the world Ml * 
run after a man in her ſhift ; but that he never f 
wrought ſuch miracles except for his particular 
friends, of whoſe diſcretion he was well aſſur- * 
ed, for that he was apprehenſive of puniſh- 8 


ment, if it was known that he pra ctiſed his art. d 
He adviſed Ragotin to take every method of ac- ? 
quiring his friendſhip, which he ſaid was no g 


difficult matter, as he was a man of wit _ 
| 8 {e 


"— 
_ ROMANCE. 10 


ſeff, and a great admirer of it in others; and 


that when once he conceived an affection for a 


perſon,” he always behaved to him without the 


leaſt reſerve. You have only to flatter a vain 
man and do what you pleaſe with him. But it- 


is quite different with one of a cool diſpaſſio- 
nate temper, he is not eaſily perfuaded ; and 


experience proves that a perſon oft his diſpoſition, 


who can meet a refuſal with good-breeding, has 


a better proſpect of obtaining what he follicits, . 


than he who cannot receive one without anger 
and emotion. Rancour made Ragotin believe 


juſt what he pleaſed, and Ragotin from that 
hour, was firmly perſuaded that the quack was 
a magician. I ſhall not repeat, what. he ſaid 


to him, it is ſufficient, that having got his cue 
from Rancour, he kept up the farce fo well, 
and denied his being .a magician in ſuch a man- 
ner, .as would certainly make him be concluded 
one. Ragotin paſſed the whole afternoon with 


him, but could get no ſatisfaRory reply, which 


prevented his ſleeping that night. The day 


him ſtill in bed. As for Innexilla, ſhe was ex- 


following he came into his room, and found 


ceedingly indiſpoſed, for ſhe was rather paſſed 


as a roſe, and was therefore obliged to be ſhut 
up in private a conſiderable ſpace every morn- 
ing before ſhe was fit to encounter the eye of the 
public. She flipped into an adjoining cloſet, 
followed by her maid, who brought her all the 
artiflery of love; whilſt Ragotin began to 
harp upon the old ſtring, and remind the 
Sieur Ferdinandi of the magic, the Sieur Fer- 


dinandi boaſted of feats which he never 


performed, but took care at the ſame time 
to make no raſh promiſes. Ragotin, in order 
to diſplay his munificence, beſpoke dinner 


the ſeaſon when ſhe could get out of bed freſh 
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at his own coſt, and invited both actors and 
actreſſes to partake of it. I cannot be particu- 
lar in rclating whatpaſſed at this banquet ; how- 
ever, you may be aſſured, that they were all 


very merry, and eat with moſt excellent ap- 


etites. After dinner, Innexilla was requeſted 
by Deſtiny and the reſt of the company, to re- 
cite one of thoſe Spaniſh novels which ſhe dai- 
ly compoſed or tranſlated, with the aſſiſtance 
of the divine Roquebrune, who ſwore by A- 
pollo and the ſacred Nine, that he'd teach her 
in ſix months all the graces and delicacies of 
our language. Innexilla did not ſtand in need 
of much intreaty, and whilſt Ragotin retired 
to the ſorcerer Ferdinandi, ſhe read with the 
moſt enchanting tone of voice the novel you'll 
find in the following chapter. 


—— 


CHAP. 


P. 


ROMANCE. 165 


E . 
The Rival Brothers. 


OROTHEA and Feliciana de Montſal- 

va, were the two fineſt women in Seville, 
and waving their pretenſions to beauty, from 
their rank and fortune, might have expected 
numbers of admirers. Don Manuel, their fa- 
ther, had not as yet declared more in favour of 
one than another, and Dorothea his daughter, 


who as being eldeſt, was firſt to be diſpoſed of in 


marriage, had always acted with ſuch reſerve 
and diſcretion, that the moſt preſumptuous of 
her ſuitors could not flatter himſelf with hopes 
of ſucceſs. Theſe charming women never 
went to prayers Without a retinue of lovers to 
eſcort them. Whenever they ſtretched for the ho- 
ly water, a thouſand hands made tenders of their 
ſervice, they never raiſed their countenances 
above their manuals, but they found every eye 


fixt in rapture on them, and they could ſcarce 


proceed a ſtep in the church without having a 
ſalute to return; but if their beauty expoſed 
them to ſuch fatigues in public, it was the 
means of frequently bringing under their win- 
dows, amuſements, which conſiderably allevi- 
ated the rigour of that confinement, to which 
their ſex and the cuſtom of the country ſubje&- 
edthem. Scarce a night paſſed but they were 
ſerenaded with muſic, they were frequently 
entertained with courſes at the ring, in the ſame 
manner as given in public. One day amongſt 
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others, a ſtranger met with univerſal admirati- 


on for his addreſs, and was even noticed by the 
two charming fifters, for his ſhape and mien. 


Several Gentlemen of Seville, who were ac- 
quainted with him in Flanders, where he com- 


manded a regiment, purſuaded him to run a 
courſe at the ring with them, which he did in 
a ſoldier's habit. A few days after, the cere- 
mony of conſecrating a biſhop was ſolemnized 
in that city. The ſtranger, who was called 
Don Sancho de Silva, was preſent, as. were 
likewiſe the lovely ſiſters, * concealed like the 
other ladies of Seville, under veils, and little 
bats, with plumes of feathers in them. Don 
Sancho came accidentally between the two ſiſ- 
ters and another lady, whom he accoſted, but 
who politely requeſted he would defiſt, and 
grant her the place which he occupied for a 
perſon whom ſhe expected. Don Sancho im- 
mediately complied ; and turning to Dorothea 
her fiſter, and who had ſeen what had paſſed 
between him and his lady, I was in hopes, 
ſaid he, being a ſtranger, that the lady whom 
I addreſſed would not have denied me the hon- 


our of her converſation, but ſhe has puniſned 


me for my preſumption, in ſuppoſing too raſhly, 
that mine wes worthy of her attention. I hope, 
Madam, continued he, you'll ſhew a little 
more lenity to a ſtranger, who has been juſt 
treated ſo cruelly, and for the honour of the 
Ladies of Seville, give him cauſe to praiſe 
their goodneſs. I have all the right in the 


world to treat you as ill as this Lady, replied 


Dorothea, ſince your addreſs to me was in con- 


ſequence of her refuſal. However, Sir, in - 
der to reconcile you to the Ladies of Seville, 


promiſe to ſpeak to nobody but you while the 


ceremony continues „and from which you. may 


judge 
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judge that I have got no aſſignation here on 
my hands. It is that which ſurpriſes me, an- 
ſwered Don Sancho, ſhaped as you are. You 
muſt have certainly ſomething very forbidding 
about you, or elſe the gallants of this city are 
exceedingly timid, or perhaps I do but occupy 
the poſt of a more favourite lover. And do 
you conclude me, replied Dorothea, fo incapa- 
ble of a ſincere paſſion, as not in the abſence 
of a man I eſteem, to avoid public places, when 
I can only meet him in retirement. I requeſt, 
Sir, you would be leſs precipitate in forming a 
judgment another time of a perſon with whoſe 
diſpoſition you-are unacquainted. You willbe 


better able to judge of my ſentiments, anſwer- 


ed Don Sancho, if you will permit me to ſerve 
you as far as my inclination prompts. Firſt 
imprefſions, Sir, ſays Dorothea to him, are not 
always the ſafeſt monitors ; beſides, there are 
many obſtacles to prevent my granting your re- 
queſt. There are none, which I am not rea 
to ſurmount in order to render myſelf worthy 
of you, replied Don Sancho. Be aſlured, Sir, 
that is not an undertaking of a few days, an- 
ſwered Dorothea; you ſeem to forget that you 
are no reſident at Seville; the paſſion you pro- 
feſs for me, may be the offspring of eapriee, 
and will probably, be extinguiſhed by change 
and new objects. Grant me, Madam, only 
what I aſk, ſaid he, and I promiſe to paſs my 
whole life in Seville. I muſt acknowledge, Sir, 
anſwered Dorothea, that your profeſſions are 
exceedingly gallant, and what ſurprizes me, is, 
that a man of your addrefs, fhould not before 
now have been biaſſed by choice to ſome parti- 
cular obje& ; but perhaps, Sir, your under- 
ſanding proteQs your heart; our fex, I ima- 
gine, ſtands low in your eſtimation. Think 
2 6 more 


'S 


ng, 
* 


— — 4 — — * 4 #44 = - by _ — 8 „. — 80 — * 2 4 * 2. 0 y - — Hy a>: — — — A — q * ' 
2 — 7 LI LON 3 2 1 by. a EL —— 5 — ——— ——— — — n . 
+ 7 l N eee 92 r r fe LIES —— "y eo 2 na n e r 
C% „ [ 4 n * R 7 7 a de TTY 1 = 4 2) er ye = > by, = 4 * 7 _—_ be \ Ia 
— grind) 3 a” . * > 5 2 3 OED : "2 P 4 CF Nd 9 . 8 2 , 12 1 
4 * 8 * Sz XY 37 = * oy 1 D eee pa ö — : — e . N 74 Y . — 8 | 
— 8 pet r * * nn 4A ©; = i 4 — 4 py, * * . — Y — TT 5 f — 2 = LS Sub >. = vgs _ 
4 3 e * *— - hy *, _— 4 . = 5-25 Ar — * hg ———, > 6 he — * — pp wot + 1 1 4 * 3 7 N > Ve * = 
22 wy ale l 2 3 —_ p + - = "Z's * hy * " a — 90 2 "_ . hs +0 — oy 
2 5 1 2 28 4 v Pang a _ "FW" * * 6 * 8 nee * y . 22 UN 0 r by 
FA. Coo meats Foy F WI ge . FIR Bred wy oe ro anc W a 0 
AT FT > j . Pas 1 — . Tb Groen endo IIS ——— —— mA; r — Ahrens 
4 1 " jw” 8 1 k - _ = relies a 4 0 2 — —— — * rap _ran 3... — ny > _—_ , 2 — = — EE — = 
5 — A SS | ons — — 4 * 2 * p , . — df AE > MA TRENT 7 f 
F es among . ,, , M's Laine op ohms. 5 renin tw — 5 = a ne 0 
* a 54. * | 2 5 y n 1 EA 8 2 3 * 5 EZ . n Es r gn > — 1 — - = of — — — — 
= Co . af » 4 2 + Tas 4 K. 1. =_ N * — * - 


2 3 * 9 5 — . 

4 4 Dr Wi ATE Gi 45 6 >a 

Aj "= — pony if 2 . 3 * 

2 2 . 1 n * N 1 p * Jon Re RT Om 

IT * x43 i v7 8 £ N * 1 
q 2 = 9 uu * _ A 

— — * . ; 

2 g rene I 7 - ” af; 
Dr :qunc.,qnrrr.f= on N . 

, * . » & 0 


= rr wakes Wi 
. alk. 1 * 
3 — : —— Sp mos 
| ERR „ 
1 8. TC 
W op . A 
— - — 0 
rr 
= * 
a 


11a THE COMIC 


more favourable of me, Madam, I befeeeh 
you, ſaid Don Sancho, and attribute it rather 
to conſcious want- of merit. Anſwer me can- 
didly, ſaid Dorotha, and tell me which of our 
ladies, could have power to detain you in Se- 
ville. I have already declared that you your— 
ſelf can, if you pleaſe, replied Don Sancho. 
For my part, ſaid Dorothea, you have not ſeen 
me yet, therefore I am entirely out of the 
queſtion, I muſt own then, fince you com- 
mand it, anſwered Don Sancho, that if Doro- 
thea de Montſalva had as much wit as you, 1 
ſhould eſteem that man happy whoſe addreſſes 
ſhe would countenance. There are many La- 
dies in Seville as handſome as ſhe, and who 
even ſurpaſs her, ſaid Dorothea ; but added ſhe, 
has ſhe no favourite? Have you never heard 
that ſhe treats ſome one of her lovers with more 
particular marks .of her regard. As I think 
too humbly of myſelt, to aſpire ſo high as 
gaining her affections, anſwered Don Sancho, 
I have been ſeldom ſolicitous about what you 
mention. But why, Sir, ſhould not you aſpire 
to her, demanded Dorothea, as well as ano- 
ther ? The caprice of women 1s at times very 
whimſical. The novelty of a firſt overture, 
has often wrought more upon a female heart, 
than aſſiduity and love could do for years. You 
very ingeniouſly, Madam, wave my pretenſi- 
ons, ſaid Don Sancho, by inſpiring me with 
hopes of obtaining another, from whence [ 
conclude that the merit of a lover is traced too 
deeply by the hand of time on your mind, to 
be effaced by levity and firſt impreſſions. Let 
not that give you a moment*s concern, replied 
Dorothea, rather ſuppoſe me not eaſily per- 
ſuaded, and not immediately made believe that 
your declaration is the reſult of a growing paſſi- 
| on, 
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on, eſpecially, as you have never ſeen me yet. 
If that is the only requiſite, anſwered Sancho, 
to make my addreſſes acceptable, I intreat you 
to conceal] yourſelf no longer from a man who 


is already charmed and enamoured with your 


wit. I fear if I comply with your requeſt, 
ſaid Dorothea, that diſlike will be the reward 


of my temerity. I know, Madam, you are 


handſome, replied Don Sancho, by your hav- 
ing ſo frankly declared the contrary ; but I 
clearly perceive that you are weary of me, or 
elſe, that your heart is already diſpoſed of. It 
is therefore cruel, added he, to treſpaſs too far 
upon your affability, and fatigue you out of pa- 
tience. However, give me leave to aſſure you 
that nothing was more foreign to my intentions, 


than merely to trifle away an hour in your con- 


verſation, and to convince you of it, take the 
diſpoſal of my whole life. In order to ſhew 
you, Sir, ſaid Dorothea, that I am unwilling 
to loſe the time which I have ſpent in your con- 
verſation, I ſhould be glad before we part to 
know who you are. With that, Madam, you 
ſhall be inſtantly acquainted, Know then, ami- 
able unknovrn, ſaid he, that I bear the name 
of Silva, which is my mother's. My father is 
Governor of Quitoin Peru, and I am now in 


Seville by his orders. I paſſed the greater part 


of my life in Flanders, where I arrived at ſome 
rank-in the army, and obtained a commandery 


of the order of St. James. Thus, Madam, 


in a few words, continued he, I have let you 
know who I am. But you are now the arbi- 
treſs of my fate, and are to determine, what J 
ſhall be hence forward. 'That, Sir, ſhall be 
as ſoon as in my power, ſaid Dorothea; in the 
mean time, to prevent any farther anxiety to 
learn more particulars of me, if you expect 


ever. 
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ever to ſee me again, reſt ſatisfied with know. 
ing, that I am a woman of quality, and that 
my face won't frighten you. Don 3 bow- 
ed moſt reſpe &fully, and quitted her; then 
went and joined a group of young fellows, who 
were engaged together in converfation. Some 
of thoſe ill-natured females, who are always 
uneaſy about the condu& of others, but per- 
feRly at reſt with regard to their own, who ſet 
up for judges of vice and virtue, and fifty to 
one without a ſcruple of the latter to boaſt of; 

who preſuming upon rudeneſs and the grimace 
of devotion, would be thought to vend reputa- 
tions, though their youth was fpent with as lit- 
tle charaQer, as their decline tends to edifica- 
tion; theſe women, I ſay, will no doubt, pro- 
nounce Dorothea a thoughtleſs, imprudent 
creature, for making ſuch advances to a man 
whom ſhe knew only by fight, and even ſuffer- 
ing him to make love to her. That for their 
part, if one they had any power over, had 
gone half ſo far, ſhe ſhould not be a quarter of 
an hour out of a nunnery ; but for their better 
information, I ſhall acquaint them, that every 
country has its particular cuſtoms, and that if 
the Ladies of France, who pique themſelves 
ſo much on their reputations, are ſhocked, or 
at leaſt ought to be ſo, at the ſlighteſt declara- 
tion of love ; that in Spain, where women are 
immured like ſo many nuns, the caſe is quite 
different. There the Ladies generally make 


the firſt. advances, as a lover can never get 2 


ſight of his miſtreſs till ſhe thinks proper to re- 


veal herſelf. Dorothea imparted to her ſiſter 


Feliciana, the conyerſation which ſhe had with 
Don Sancho, and. candidly canfeſſed, that fhe 
liked him better than all the Cavaliers in Seville, 
and ſhe had the pleaſure to find that her ſiſ- 
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ter approved of her paſſion. Theſe charming 
ſiſters converſed for a long time upon the ſuperi- 
or privileges, which man enjoyed, beyond their 
ſex, for that a huſband was generally the choice 
of parents, and feldom therefore their own, 
whilſt man was free to indulge the dictates of 
his heart, and chooſe an agreeable partner for 
life. For my part, ſaid Dorothea to her ſiſter, 
I am perſuaded that love cannot make me guil- 
ty of an undutiful or indiſcreet action, yet I 
am determined never to give my hand, where 
cannot beſtow my heart; and I think it much 
better to ſhut one's ſelf up in a convent at once, 
than from a connection of which intereſt, not 
affection is the cement. Feliciana told her ſiſter, 
that ſhe alſo had formed this reſolution, and 
each ſtrengthened the other by every argument 
n their fine underſtandings could ſuggeſt upon the 
ſ- UW ſubjeQt. When Dorothea promiſed to reveal 
ir. W herſelf to Don Sancho, ſhe did not conſider the 
difficulty of it; this made her very uneaſy, 
of MW which the acquainted her ſiſter of; but Felici- 
er ana, who was frunful in expedients, remind- 
ed her ſiſter of a Lady, @ relation of theirs, 
1f and one of their moſt intimate friends too (for 
'es relations are not always ſo) who ſhe knew would 
or do any thing to ſerve her. You may remem- 
ra- ber, ſaid this amiable ſiſter, Marine, who was 
are fo long your woman; this girl is married to a 
ute ſurgeon, who rents a little houſe from our rela- 
ake tion, joining her own. There is a free com- 
2 munication between the two. houſes, ſo that you 
re- can go in at one door and he at the other, with- 
ſter I out raiſing the leaſt ſuſpicion; beſides he can 
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ith go diſguiſed, and your meetings may be at night. 
the Whilſt Dorothea is making every neceſſary 
lle, preparation to facilitate her interyiew with Don 
jos Sancho; he is perplexed with forming conjec- 


tures 


rn ie 


tures about his unknown, he ſometimes fancie; 
that ſhe intended only to make a jeſt of him, 

when ſhe promiſed to diſcover herſelf to him. 
In the mean time he ſees her daily without 
knowing her, either at church or in her balco- 
ny, receiving the adorations of her lovers, who 
are all Don Sancho's acquaintance, and the 
greateſt he had in Seville. One morning as he 
was dreſſing, he was told, that a perſon in a 
veil, wanted to ſpeak with him. He ordered 
her to be ſhewn in, and ſhe gave him the 
following billet : | 


241 - BILLET. 


„OU ſhould have heard from me before, 


« was it in my power. If your deſire to be ac- 
“ quainted with me. ſtill continues, go about 
© the duſk to where ſhe who delivers you this 
© note will tell you, from whence ſhe will con- 
% duQ you to the place I'll meet you at.” 


Yeu may eaſily imagine his tranſports upon 


reading this. He took the auſpicious ambaſ- 


ſadreſs of his good fortune in his arms, and 
made her a preſent of a gold chain, which af- 
ter ſome little difficulty, ſhe was ſo polite as to 
accept of. She appointed to meet him about 
nightfall, in a by-place, which ſhe ſhewed him, 
then took her leave, and left him the happieſt 
and moſt impatient man exiſting. At length 
night came, and Don Sancho, with all the ardor 
of a lover, repaired to the place of aſſignation, 
| where he found his embaſſadreſs waiting for 
him. She conducted him to a little houſe, with 
no very promiſing aſpect, and then led him 
into a very elegant apartment, where he found 
three ladies in veils. He immediately recol- 
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lected his unknown by her perſon, and began at 
firſt to reproach her for her cruelty, in ſtill con- 
tinuing to conceal herſelf. She did not ſtand 
long upon ceremony; for ſhe and her ſiſter, 
threw up their veils, and diſcovered to the en- 
raptured Don Sancho, the two beautiful Mount- 
ſalva's. You ſee, Sir, ſaid Dororhea, that I 
told you truth, when I obſerved that a ſtranger 
may do more in an inſtant, than thoſe we ſee 
every day can do for years; and you will be the 
moſt ungrateful of mankind, continued ſhe, if 
you do not ſet a proper value upon my eſteem 
or if you interpret it to my diſadvantage. I 
ſhall always regard what comes from your hand, 
as if it was a gift from heaven, replied the 
tranſported Don Sancho, and you ſhall find 
from my attention to preſerve the treaſure which 
you have beſtowed me, that if I ever loſe it, it 
muſt be from my fate, not my infidelity. 
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Thus, when ſoft love ſubdues the heart 
With ſmiling, hopes, and chilling fears, 
The ſoul rejects the aid of art, 


2 And ſpeaks in moments more than years. 
Marine and Feliciana, who were perfectly 
1 well acquainted with life, withdrew to a proper 
7 diſtance from the lovers; by this means the 


a had all the opportunity they could wiſh to vent 
a I freely the fullneſs of their hearts. Dorothea 
h promiſed Don Sancho to meet him as often as 
xr | Ne poſſibly could; for which he expreſſed his 


thanks in the waned terms. In the mean 


i i time the two other ladies amuſed themſelves 
th with their own particular converſation, till Ma- 
= rine- finding it growing late, reminded the lo- 
ad vers that it was time to ſeparate. Dorothea 


51 looked melancholy ; Don Sancho changed coun- 
ed tenance, 
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tenance, yet he was obliged to pronounce that 
cruel word, adieu. He wrote to her next day, 
and received juſt. ſnch an anſwer as he could 
have wiſhed. I am forry I can't produce their 
love-letters ; but unluckily they never fell into 
my hands. They often met at the ſame place, 
and in the fame manner as before, till at length 
their paſſion became ſo violent, that only there 
was no bloodſhed, Pyramus and Thifbe were 
nothing to them for affe &xion and ſincerity. It 
is faid that love, fire and money, can't be hid 
long. Dorothea, who had always her gallaft 
| ſtranger in her head, was ſpeaking of him in- 
ceſſantly ; and moreover ſet him ſo much above 
the reſt of Seville, that ſome ladies who had 
their private attachments as well as ſhe, and 
often heard her praiſe Don Sancho, in prefe- 
rence to their lovers, took great offence at it, 
Feliciana had frequently adviſed her to ſpeak 
with more reſerve: and had above a hundred 
times in company, when ſhe obſerved her hur- 
ried away by the pleaſure ſhe took in diſcourſing 
of her lover, trod upon her toe, im order to re- 
mind her of her imprudence. A gentleman 
who had been long an admirer of Dorothea's, 
was told of this by a lady of his acquamtance, 
and immediately concluded that Dorothea was 
in love with Don Sancho; for he had obſerved, 
that ſince he came to Seville, that charming 
woman had not paid the leaſt regard to the reſt 
of her lovers. This rival of Don Sancho's was 
rich, and was befides.agreeable to Don Manu- 
el, who, nevertheleſs, did not preſs his daugh- 
ter upon that fubject, as when ever he ſpoke 


to her of him, ſhe always requeſted, that he 


would not marry her ſo young. This gentle- 
man, (whom I now recolle& was called Don 
Diego,) was refolved to be certain of what he 

| & _s 
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as yet only ſuſpected. He had one of thoſe 


ſmart fellows, a valet-de-chamber, who gene- 
rally wear as good linen as their maſters, or elſe 
make free with it; who generally lead the fa- 
ſhions amongſt the reſt of the party-coloured 
gentry, and are as much envied by them, as 
adored by the Abigails. This fellow's name 
was Guſman, he had a turn for poetry, and 
generally compoſed all the ballads in Seville. 
Theſe he ſung to his guittar with every embel- 
liſhment of mouthing and ſhakes. He danced 
the ſaraband, was never without caſtanets, 
would fain be thought an actor, and took care 
to celebrate in his compoſitions, ſome act of his 
own valour, which to be candid, was not al- 
ways goſpel. All theſe fine talents, aſſiſted by 
an eloquence, which he had acquired from his 
maſter, rendered him, without contradition, 
the very mark (if I may ſo expreſs myſelf) for 
the ſoft deſires of a handſome waiting-woman. 
Don Diego ordered him to go and pay his ad- 
dreſſes to Iſabella, a young woman, who was 
a' ſervant to the Montfalvas. He inſtantly obey- 
ed; and Iſabella, when ſhe ſaw him, was tranſ- 
ported to find herſelf beloved by Guſman, who 
began in good earneſt to conceive a paſſion he 
would never have entertained, but for his maſ- 
ter, If Guſman excited the deſire of the 
proudeſt Abigails, Iſabella was no contemptible 
obje& for a valet, who had the higheſt notious 
of any one in Spain. She was a favourite with 
her miſtreſſes who were exceedingly liberal, and 
had moreover no ſmall expectations from her 
father, who was a reputable tradeſman. In 
ſhort, Guſman began to think ſeriouſly of be- 
coming her huſband, and as ſhe was all comply- 
Ing, they made a mutual exchange of vows and 


promiſe of marriage, and from that time for- 


ward 
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ward lived together like man and wife, Iſa— 
bella was greatly miſled, that Marine, the ſur- 
geon's wife, at whoſe houſe Dorothea and Don 
Sarcho had their private meetings, and who 
had formerly waited on her miſtreſs, ſhould he 
fill her confidante in an affair, in which the li- 
berality of a lover was ſo conſpicuous. She 
had heard of the gold chain which Don Sancho 
had given Marine, and of ſeveral other preſents 
which he had likewiſe made her, which her 
fancy magnified to double the number and va- 
lue. She hated Marine mortally, which makes 
me conjecture, that this pretty chamber-maid 
was rather mercenary. It is therefore no way 
extraordinary, if at the firſt time, Guſman aſk- 
ed her, whether Dorothea had any particular 
attachment, ſhe divulged her miſtreſs's ſecret 
to a man, on whom ſhe had already beſtowed 
herſelf. She told him every thing ſhe knew 
reſpecting the intrigue of our young lovers, and 
dwelt for a long time upon the good fortune of 
Marine, to whom Don Sancho had been ſo li- 
beral, and railed bitterly againſt her avarice, 
as ſhe termed it, for robbing a ſervant of the 
family of her juſt right. Guſman deſired ſhe 
would Jet him know when Dorothea was next 
to meet her lover. She told him, of which he 
took care to inform his maſte- with every thing 
elſe he had learned from Iſabella. Don Diego 
diſguiſed in a mean dreſs, poſted himſelf near 
the door of Marine's houſe, the night his ſer- 
vant had mentioned to him. In a little time, 
he ſaw his rival go in there, and ſoon after a 
carriage ſtopped before the door of Dorothea's 
couſin, out of which came this beautiful gil 
and her ſiſter, leaving Don Diego in a tranſport 
of rage and jealouſy. From that moment he 
determined to rid himſelf of ſo formidable a 4 
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val, by putting him out of the world. He hi- 
red aſſaſſins, and went in purſuit of Don Sancho 
for ſeveral nights; at length he met with him, 
when he and his bravoes immediately ſet upon 
him. Don Sancho was as well armed as they 
were, for beſides his ſword and dagger, he had 
acaſe of piſtols ſtuck in his girdle. He defended 
himſelf at firſt like a hon, as he clearly per- 
ceived that his aſſaſſins had a deſtgn upon his 
life, Don Diego preſſed him harder than the 


reſt, who had nothing to ſtimulate them but 


their reward. He retreated for ſome time be- 
fore them, in order to remove the noiſe from 
the houſe where his Dorothea was, but at 
length apprehending that he might fall a victim 
to his diſcretion, he drew one of the piſtols out, 
and left his enemy extended on the ground, half 
dead, and calling out luſtily for a prieſt. The 
bravoes diſappeared at the exploſion of the piſ- 
tol, and Don Sancho got ſafe home. In the 
mean time the neighbours ruſhed into the ſtreet, 
where they found Don Diego juſt expiring, and 
accuſing Don Sancho with his death. Our ca- 
valier was informed of this by his friend, who 


told him that though he might be ſafe from the 


purſuit of Juſtice, he would not from the rela- 
tions of Don Diego, who would certainly endea- 
vour to put him to death, wherever they might 
happen to meet him. He therefore retired in- 
to a convE; from whence he wrote to Doro» 
thea, and at the fame time gave ſuch orders 


about his affairs, as might enable him to leave 


Seville as ſoon as he could do it with ſafety. In 
the mean while the moſt diligent ſearch was 
made after Don Sancho, but to no purpoſe. 
After the heat of the purſuit was over, and eve- 
ſy body thought he had eſcaped, Dorothea 
and her ſiſter under -_ pretence of devotion, 


went 
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went accompanied by their relation to the very 
convent ' where he was concealed. There the 
two lovers ſaw one another, and exchanged 
yows of eternal fidelity. Their parting was ſo 
affecting, that her ſiſter, her couſin, and the 
good-natared friar who were witneſſes to it, 
could not help fhedding tears, as they have of- 
ten done ſince upon recollecting it. He quitted 
Seville in difgniſe; but before his departure, he 
left letters with chis father's factor, to be for- 
warded to India: In theſe letters he acquainted 
him with the accident which had obliged him 
to leave Seville, and that he had retired to Na- 
3 ples. He arrived there without having met 
with any accident, and found a moſt cordial 
reception from the Viceroy. Though he was 
univerſally careſſed in Naples, yet he ſoon 
grew weary of it; for during a whole year, he 
had not heard à ſyllable of his Dorothea. 
About this time the Viceroy fitted out ſix gal- 
leys- to cruize againſt the Turks. Don San- 
cho's military ſpirit, would not ſuffer him to 
loſe ſo fine an opportunity of ſighahzing his va- 
lour. The perſon who commanded. this little 
fleet, received him within his own galley, and 
lodged him in the ſtate oabbin, perfectly tranſ- 
ported to have aà man of his rank and merit 
aboard him. The fix Neapolitan galleys fell in 
with eight Turkiſh, almoſt in ſight of Meſſina, 
and immediately attacked them. After an ob- 
ſtinate combat victory declared in favour of the 
Chriſtians, who took three of the enemy's gal- 
leys, and ſent two more to the bottom. The 
principal galley of the Chriſtians -had-grappled 
with that of the Turks, which being better 
SH armed than the reſt, had likewiſe made tlie 
greateſt reſiſtance. In the mean time the ſea 
began to run very high, and as the ſtorm 2 ler 
| _  creale 
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creaſed, both Chriſtians and Turks began to 
think-more of ſaving themſelves than fighting. 
They therefore removed the irans by which 
the two gallies were joined, and the Turks 
ſheered of at the very moment the too intrepid 
Don Sancho had boarded without one following 
him. As he now found himſelf alone, expoſed 
to the mercy of his enemies, he preferred 
death to ſlavery, and plunged into the ſea, ex- 
pefting as he was an excellent ſwimmer, by 
that means to make the Chriſtian gallies; but 
the ſea was ſo rough that they could nat ſee 
him, though the Chriſtian commander who had 
been witneſs to this a&ion of Don Sancho's, 
and thought he had periſhed in it, had.ordzred 
the galley to tack about the fide he had jumped 
in at. In the mean time Don Sancho.plopghed 
the waves with all his might, and after he had 
ſwam for a conſiderable time towards the land, 
whither both wind and waves bore him, he. for- 
tunately met with a plank belonging to one of 
the Turkiſh gallies, which had been ſhot away 
during the 2 He inſtantly ſeized it, and 
conſidered it as aſſiſtance ſent him from heaven. 
lt was but about a league and a half from where 
the battle was fought to the coaſt of Sicily, 
and Don Sancho gained it ſooner than he ex- 
peed, aſſiſted as he was by wind and tide. He 
landed without receiving the leaſt hurt from 
the ſurf, and proceeded up the country as faſt 
is his fatigue would ſuffer him. At length he 
deſcribed from an eminence which he aſcended, 
1 hamlet, inhabited by fiſnermen, whoſe. huma- 
ity he had occaſion to remember. His exer- 
tion during the fight, joined to his fatigue while 
In the ſea, and the cold he endured before he 
duld procure dry things, threw him] into a vi- 
ent fever, which confined him to his bed for 
= 33 e 
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ſeveral days; at length he recovered from the 
mere power of regimen. During his illneſs he 
determined to let the world continue in the per- 
ſuaſion it had of his death, in order to protect 
him from his enemies, the relations of Don Di- 
ego, & c. and make trial of Dorothea's conſtancy, 
While he was in Flanders he contracted an in- 
timacy with a Sicilian nobleman of the houſe 
of Montalte, whoſe name was Fabio. He 
ſent one of the fiſhermen to Meſſina, where he 
knew he reſided, to know if he was there, 
Being acquainted that he was, he dreſſed him- 
ſelf in the habit of a fiſherman, and went to 
the Marquiſs's by night, who amongſt many 
others had been greatly afflicted at his ſuppoſed 
loſs. The Marquiſs was tranſported at the ſight 
of a friend whom he imagined dead. Don 
Sancho told him in what manner he had been 
ſaved, and related his adventure at Seville, 
without concealing the violent paſſion he enter- 
tained for Dorothea, the Marquiſs immediately 
offered to accompany him into Spain, and even 
take off Dorothea if ſhe would conſent, andi th 
bring her-into Sicily. Don Sancho was unwil- 
ling to put his friend's affe ction to ſo hazardous 
a teſt, however he was exceedingly rejoiced to 
find him ready to accompany him into Spain. 
In the mean time Don Sancho's valet was {o af 
flicted at the loſs of his maſter, that as ſoon 2 Ab 
the gallies arrived at Meſſina, he went into a ® 
convent, in order to paſs the remainder of hie 
life there. The Marquiſs ſent to the ſuperio! Do 
to demand him, who had received him upoſ Per 
the recommendation of a Sicilian nobleman 
but had not yet given him the religious habit 
'The poor fellow was ready to expire with jo 
when he beheld his dear maſter, and from th: 
moment dropt all thoughts of returning to th 
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convent. His maſter diſpatched him im- 
mediately for Spain, in order to bring him 
intelligence of Dorothea, who was of the ge- 
neral opinion that he was long ſince dead. 
This report even reached the Indies, and was 
the cauſe of his father's death, who left a for- 
tune of 400,000 crowns to another ſon he had, 
but on conditions that he was to give half to 
his brother, if the report of his death ſhould 
hereafter prove groundleſs. Don Sancho's bro- 
ther was called after his father, Don Juan de 
Peralte. He embarked for Spain with his whole 


0 | | 
y I fortune, and arrived at Seville about a year af- 
e ter his brother had left it. As they had both 
ut different names he did not find it difficult to con- 


ceal his being related to Don Sancho, a matter 
of no ſmall importance to keep a ſecret, as his 
affairs detained him a conſiderable time in a 
place where his brother had ſome enemies. He 


on 
en 
le, 


er- = - 

ey av Dorothea, and immediately became as en- 
en zmoured as his brother, but did not meet with 
indi the ſame return of affection. This beautiful 


vil- 
ous 
J to 
aln. 


Don Sancho. All Don Juan's attention and ef- 
forts to pleaſe ſerved but to make her more un- 
happy, and ſhe daily refuſed the beſt matches 


girl, could liſten to no lover after her dear 
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in Seville, which her father propoſed to her. 
About this time Don Sancho's ſervant arrived 
at Seville, and according to the orders he had 
received, immediately ſet about enquiring into 
Dorothea's conduct. He learned from the re- 
port of the town, that a gentleman extremely 
ich, lately come from India, had fallen in love 
with her, and that he diſplayed a moſt refined 
and elegant taſte in all his gallantries towards 
ter. He wrote word of this to his maſter, and 
eren repreſented matters worſe than they were 
reality, an attention in the preſent. caſe he 

G3 | might 
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might have omitted, as à lover is too apt to do 
this of himſelf. In conſequence of this intelli- 


gence, the Marquis Fabio and Don Sancho em- 


barked at Meſſina, on board the Spaniſh galley; 


which were returning home, and arrived ſafely 


at St. Lucar, from whenee they ſet out poſt for 
Seville. They came into town at night, and 


ſtopt at the houſe Don Sancho's ſervant had ta- 
ken for them. They kept within doors all the 


nett day, and when it was dark, went to recon- 


notre Don. Mannels houſe. They heard ſome 


excellent muſie under Dorothea's window, and 


afterwards a firgle voice, accompanied by a 


gufttar, corfiplataed of the cruelty of a tygreſfs 


in the form of an angel. Don Sancho was of- 
ren tempted to attack the ferenaders, but was 
prevented by the Marquis, who obſerved that 
he had no juſt cauſe for anger, as his miſtreſs 


Had not appeared at her balcony, in order to 


teftify her approbation of his rival, and the air 
he ſung, was more the complaint of a diſap- 
pointed lover, than the effuſion of gratitude for 


- favours received. At length the ſerenaders 


withdrew, not altogether fo well pleafed, and 


Don Sancho accompanied by the Marquis re- 


tired alſo. In the mean time Dorothea found 
herſelf very unhappy by the India Cavalier's 
addreſſes. Don Manuel, her father, longed 
for nothing more than to ſee her married; and 
'as Don Juan was rich and of a good family, 
ſhe imagined if he propoſed for her, that he 
could not fail obtaining his confent. The day 
after the ſetenade, in which the Marquis and 
Don Sancho had their part, Dorothea told her 
fiſter, that ſhe would no longer ſuffer the gal- 
Uantry of her India lover, and that ſhe thought 
it very extraordinary he ſhould proceed ſo far 
without having acquainted her father with his 
3 & 5 N | paſſion. 
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paſſion. Ibis an affair, repliedFeligiana, which 


I never approved of, and was I in your place, 
F& treat him ſo illi the. firſt opportunity I, had, 
that he'd ſoon find he had deceived himſelf, 
when he expected to gain. your affe tions, Fon 
my. part, added ſhe, E never liked him; be 
wanted that ſomething in his manner, which 
can, only. be acquired at court, beſides, the: vaſh 
expence he has been. at: in Seville has been la- 
viſhed: without taſte, and: evidently proves him 
a foreigner. Thus ſhe gave the moſt unfavqur- 


able portrait ſhe could of Don Juan, never re- 


collecting that when he firſt appeared at Seville, 
ſhe. owned to her ſiſter that he was fan from 
being diſagreeable to her, and that whenever 
ſhe. ſpoke of him, it was with a degree of 
warmth. which hetrayed her prepoſſeſſion for 
him. This ſudden change in Feliciana's ſenti- 
ments did not eſcape the obſervation of Doro- 
thea. She immediately concluded that ſhe li- 
ked Don Juan, and in order to be ſatisßed of 
it, ſhe obſerved, that ſhe was by no means diſ- 
pleaſed with Don Juan's gallastries, from an 
averfion to his perſon; that on the contrary, 
as ſhe. imagined be refgmbled Don Sancho, ſhe 
liked him better than any of her lovers, beſides 
as he was rich and of a good family, fhe. was 


- perſuaded that he'd ſoon obtain her father's con- 
ent; but, added the, | can never harbour a paſ- 


ſion for another after: Don Sancho, and as. I 
cannot be his, I am reſolved to paſs: the re- 
mainder of my life in a convent. As you are 
not determined to take ſo raſh a ſtep, anſwezed 
Feliciana, you cannot imagine how much you 
Gftreſs me by mentioning of it; you may de- 
pend it is my reſolution, faid Doiothea, you 
will ſhortly, my ſiſter, be the firſt match in Se- 
ville, and for that reaſon 1 had a deſire to fee 

G 4 Don 
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Don Juan, in order to undeceive him with re- 
gard to his expeQation of obtaining my affec- 
tions, and to try to. prevail on him to fix them 
on you. But as I perceive you have ſo great 
an averſion for him, I ſhall merely requeſt that 
he would deſiſt in his gallantries to me: and in 
truth, continued ſhe, I am ſorry for it, as! 
don't know a perſon in Seville with whom you 
could be more happily married. Really, anſwer- 
ed Feliciana, the man is rather indifferent to 
me, than abſolutely diſagreeable, and perhaps 
I would not have been ſo ſevere in my cenſures, 
but cut of compliment to you. Rather ac- 
knowledge, my dear ſiſter, replied Dorothea, 
that you did not ſpeak candidly; that when 
you expreſſed ſolittle eſteem for Don Juan, you 
had forgot how extravagantly you had praiſed 
him, or elſe, that you were apprehenſive he 
was too agreeable in my eye, than that you 
found him diſpleaſing in your own. Feliciana 
bluſhed at theſe laſt words of Dorothea, and 
was exceedingly embarraſſed. She mentioned 
with a great deal of confuſion ſeveral circum- 
ſtances, which only ſerved to convict her of her 
ſiſter's charge. At length ſhe owned her paſ- 
ſion for Don Juan, of which Dorothea expreſ- 
ſed her approbation, and promiſed at the ſame 
time to do every thing in her power to aſſiſt 
her. Iſabella, who had broke off all commerce 
with her Guſman ſince the accident had hap- 
pened to Don Sancho, was ordered by Doro- 
thea to go. in ſearch of Don Juan to take him 
the key of the garden, and inform him that 
Dorothea and her ſiſter would wait for him 
there, and that he was to meet them the inſtant 
their father had retired to reſt. Iſabella, whoſe 
good offices Don Juan had long ſince purchaſed, 
was aſtoniſhed at this ſudden change, and over- 


joyed 
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joyed to be the bearer of ſuch agreeable tidings. 
She flew to him with her intelligence,, which . 
he could ſcarce believe, till ſhe put the fatal 
key into his hand, which confirmed him. ; He 
rewarded her with a purſe of piſtoles, which 
filled her with as much tranſport as he felt from 
the hopes of his aſſignation. It happened that 
the very night Don Juan was to meet Dorothea 
in her father's garden, Don Sancho, accompa- 
nied by his friend the Marquis, came once more 
to reconnoitre the habitation of this lovely girl, 

and watch the deſigns of his rival. They were 
in the ſtreet where Dorothea lived about eleven 
o'clock, when four men well armed, ſtopt near 
them. The jealous lover imagined it was his 


rival, he came up to them, and told them, that 


the ſpot they occupied, he had fixed on for a 
particular purpoſe, and therefore requeſted they 
would leave it. We would grant your requeſt, 
replied the others, if the poſt you want, was 
not abſolutely neceſſary to a deſign which we 
are about, and which will be executed ſo imme- 
diately, that there will be time enough to diſ- 
patch yours afterwards. As Don Sancho's paſ- 
ſion was already up, he drew his ſword and at- 
tacked them in a twinkling. This unexpected 
aſſault ſurpriſed and confuſed them. And as 
the Marquis charged them with as much vio- 
lence as his friend, they made but a weak de- 
tence, and were Se out of the ſtreet. Don 
Sancho received a flight wound in the arm, and 
thruſt his ſword at the ſame time into the body 
of him that gave it, that he thought he had 
killed him, he foundſomuch difficulty in drawing 
it out again. The Marquis purſued the others 
cloſely, who all fled before him as ſoon as they 
ſaw their companion fall. Don Sancho obſerys 
ed at the end of the ſtreet ſome perſons with a 
Wc light, 
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light, who followed the noiſe of the engagement, 
he was in dread it was the magiſtrates, and it real- 
ly was ſo. He ran from one ſtreet to another, 
till he met an old gentleman who was lighting 
himſelf home, and had drawn his ſword upon 
hearing the noiſe Don Sancho made, who waz , 
_ almoſt out of breath when he came up to him. 
This happened to be Don Manuel who was re- 
turning from an acquaintance's, where he had 
paſſed the evening, and was going in by the gar- 
den gate, which was near the place he had met 
Don Sancho at. Don Manuel hallooed out, 
who's there? A man, replied Don Sancho, 
who is in a vety great hurry, unleſs you intend 
to ſtop him. Perhaps, obſerved Don Manuel, 
fome accident has happenedtoyon, whichobliges 
yon to fly for ſanctuary; if this be the caſe, 
my houſe, Sir, which is hard by, is at your ſer- 
vice. You are very 1 40 in your conjetures, 
Sir, replied Don Sancho, i am endeavouring 
to fly from juſtice, which is probably this mo- 
ment in purſuit of me; and ſince you are fo 
humane as to offer your houſe to a ſtranger, he 
commits himfetf freely to your protection, and 
Promiſes never to forget the favour which you 
have done him, and to be no longer troubleſome 
than he finds it abfolutely neceſſary. Don Ma- 
nuel then unkocked the gate with a key which 
he had about him, and having made Don San- 
cho go in firſt, he hid him among ſome laurels, 
whilſt he went into the houſe, in order to pre- 
pare aplace for concealing him, and to prevent 
His being ſeen. Don Sancho was not long under I 4 
The laurels, when he faw a woman coming near, iſ 
who as ſhe approached him, cried out, come, fi 
come, Sir, my miftrefs Dorothea is waiting for I 2 
you; at the ſound of that name, Don Sancho fe 
perceived he had got into the habiration of his | ch 
3 . miſtreſs, 
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miſtrefs, and that the old gentleman he had 
been ſpeaking to was her father. He ſuſpected 
Dorothea of having made an aſſignation at the 
fame place with his rival, and followed Iſabella, 
tortured ' more with jealouſy than the fear of 
juſtice. In the mean time, Don Juan eame at 
the hour appointed, opened the garden-gate 
with the key Iſabella had given him, and hid 
himſelf amongſt the very laurels Don Sancho 
had juſt left. The next moment he ſaw a man 
making directly towards him. Apprehending 
that he may be attacked, he put himſelf in a 
poſture of defence ; but what was his ſurprize 
when he found it was Don Manuel, whe had 
alarmed him, and who deſired him to follow 
him, for that he had provided a place of ſafety 
for him. Don Juan conjectured from theſe 
words of Don Manuel, that probably he had 
harboured ſome perſon who was endeavouring 
toeſcape the purſuit of juſtice. He was oblig- 
ed to follow him, in a ſtate you may eafily ima- 
zine not much to be envied, between the dread 
of being diſcovered, and chagrine for his diſap- 
pointment. Don Manuel conducted him inte 
his own apartment, and left him there in order 
ne 0 go and prepare a bed for him. We ſhall leave 
a- kim under 2ll that anxiety it was natural he 
ch ſhould be oppreffed with, and return to his bro- 
n- ther Don Sancho de Silva. Iſabella conducted 
b, him into a parlour, which opened into the gar- 
te- den where Dorothea and Feliciana waited for 
nt Don Juan de Peralte, one animated with an ar- 
zer dent deſire to captivate him, and the other 
ar, merely ſolicitous to acquaint him of the impoſ- 
ne, | fibility of his ever meeting a return from her, 
for and that he had better try to gain her ſiſter's af- 
cho fections. Don Sancho then appeared before 
bis the two beautiful fiſters, who were petrified 
Oak | with 


Hams \S>S 


Ny 
Wet 
$1) 
be”. y . 
18 
F * 
f þ 
4 1 
5 1 
15:46 
14 
FE 
Ne 
+ $1.68 
* n 'F 4 
4; = le; 
1 i 
1 SS. 15 by 
11 
117 
ot * 
ie 
9 
430145. 
4 
WIRD: 
ern 
k * 7 
8 N 
8 
15 
* 
be 
4 
"= 
q | \ | 
I : ' 
Hy 7 
* 4 
Th] 4 
N 
J 
Ss Þ 
l ' 
+9 
' . , 
* Fj \ 
. 1 
l \ 
L 31-05 
7 1 
FH > 
1 
4 
1 1 1 2 
+ 4 
e 
— 4 T 
S {US 
TIES. 
444 £5 
217 
C0 J. 
5 
4 i 
0 
25 4 
N. 45 y 
* 44 
* 1 
. * 
1 
* 3 * F 
. 
9 
* 
1 * . 
1 4 
4 G 2 
e Ly L ! % 
h ys 
=}; WY 
"S{& *.. 
<4 
\ . 
RE. 
: * | 
EH. 
rr 
14 4 v3% 
1 . 
11 
7 * £ 
| ZI 
4 1 * ng 
1 4 
L's 
1 v 
b.- EY 
1 * 
WT” 
- PE 
4 W5 
| Ay 
2 9 
1 
$9 <2aSY 
Fe 
U U 1 * 
0 4 Fo q 
a: 
75 
i | N 
* 
W 
8 = , 
-  #Þ 
„5 
3 
Toe 
+ 
li * 
N 
33 i 
. ) 
e 
+ 8 4.4 
= N 
; af 
$+ 3 199 YT 
Is ; ; 
3 4 1 
* 1 
. FI 
2 
1 1 
\ 4 1 


þ fab. 
—_— 


e 

with amazement at a ſight ſo unexpected. Do- 
rothea ſtood ſpeechleſs, like one deprived of all 
ſenſe, and would have fallen on the floor, if her 
ſiſter had not ſupported her. Don Sancho con- 
tinued fixt and motionleſs, whilſt Iſabella was 
ready to expire with fear, for ſhe took Don 
Sancho for an. apparition, who had come to 
puniſh his miſtreſs for her infidelity. Notwith- 
ſanding Feliciana's fright, it did not prevert 
her attention to her ſiſter, who now began to 
revive, and then Don Sancho ſpoke to her as 
follows: If the report which was ſpread of my 
death, did not in ſome meaſure extenuate your 
8 the anguiſh it has given me, would be- 
fore now have robbed me of the power of re- 
proaching your inconſtancy. I was ſolicitous to 
make the world believe me dead, in order to 
be forgotten by my enemies, but not by you, 
who promiſed never to harbour a paſſion for 
another, and yet have ſo ſoon broke your vows, 
I might eaſily avenge myſelf for your fidelity 
by alarming your father, and acquainting him 
that you have a paramour this moment conceal- 
ed in his houſe. But incenſed as I am, ſtill I 
dread your diſpleaſure, and I am more afflict- 
ed at your being unworthy of my affection, 
than for your having given the preference to 
another. Enjoy, faithleſs beauty, enjoy your 
new lover, let not remorſe interrupt your happi- 
nels but for a moment, I ſhall very ſoon rid you 
of +a. perſon, who muſt ever reproach you for 
having betrayed. him, as it was at the riſk of 
his life he viſited you. 

After he had uttered theſe words, Don San- 
cho was for retiring, but Dorothea ſtopped 
him, and was going to Juſtify herſelf, when 
Ifabella came running in a great fright, and told 


them Don Manuel was juſt behind her. Don 


Sancho 
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Sancho had only time to ſlip behind the door, 
when the old Gentleman entered. He repri- 
manded his daughters for being up ſo late, and 
as ſoon as he had turned his back, Don Sancho 
went into the garden, and hid himſelf. amongſt 
the laurels where he was concealed a little while 
before. Hete he remained, prepared for all 
events, waiting for an opportunity of getting 
out. In the mean time Don Manuel had gone 
to his daughter's chamber tor a light, in order 
to open the garden gate to the officers of juſtice, 
who had been told that Don Manuel had ſcreen- 


ed one of the perſons that had been fighting in 


the ſtreet. Don Manuel gave them liberty to 
ſearch his houſe, being well ſatisfied that they 
would not attempt to open his own chamber, 
where the gentleman was ſhut up. Don San- 
cho perceiving that he could not eſcape the 
number of bailiffs which were diſperſed about 
the garden, left his concealment, and coming 
up to Don Manuel, who was greatly ſurprized 
to ſee him, told him in his ear, that a man of 
honour preſerved his word inviolate, and that 
he never forſook a perſon, whom he had once 
taken, under his protection. The old gentle- 


man requeſted. the magiſtrates to leave Don 


Sancho in his care; which was immediately 
granted, out of reſpe & to his quality, and as 
the perſon who had been hurt, was not wound- 
ed dangerouſly. The juſtice and his myrmi- 
dons withdrew, and on Manuel finding from 
his; converſation and replies, that this was the 
very perſon to whom he had given aſylum, con- 
cluded; the other was ſome paramour, intro- 
duced by his daughters or Iſabella. In order to 
be certain of it, he conducted Don Sancho de 
Silva into an apartment, and requeſted he 
would wait there till he returned. He himſelf 
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went to Don Juan, and told him that his ſervant 
came in with the officers of juſtice and defired 


to ſpeak with him. Don Juan well knew his 


valet was confined by illneſs to his bed, and 
therefore not in a condition to come in ſearch 
of him, beſides he would not have attempted it 
without orders, had he known the place where 
he was, which he was totally ignorant of. Don 
Manuel's words therefore made him very unea- 
ſy, however at all events, he replied, that it 
was his deſire his ſervant ſhould go and wait for 
him at his lodgings. Don Manvel then recol- 
lected him for the young gentleman from India, 
who had made ſo much noiſe in Seville, and as 
he was already acquainted with his rank and 
merit, reſolved he ſhould not quit the houſe till 
he had eſpouſed which of his danghters he had 
the aſſignation with. He converſed with him 
fer ſome time, in order to ſatisfy himſelf with 
regard to ſome particulars which diſturbed him. 
Iſabella faw them talking together, and ran to 
tell her miſtreſs of it. Don Manuel got a 
_ glimpſe of her, and thinking ſhe was coming 
with ameſfage to Don Juan from his daughter, 
ran after her, and that inſtant the taper which 
was lighting in the room was burnt but, W hilft 
the old gentleman was in ſearch of Iſabella, ſhe 
went and told Dorothea and Feliciana, that 
Don Sancho was in her father's chamber, and 
that ſhe ſaw them in conyerſation together. 
The two ſifters took her word, and ran there 
immediately. Dorothea was under no dread of 
finding her. dear Don Sancho with her father, 
determined as ſhe was to declare her paſſion for 
him, and mention at the ſame time, it was re- 
ciprocal, and to acquaint him from what mo- 
tive ſhe had given an aſſignation to Don Juan. 
She therefore entered the chamber which was 
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now quite dark, and having met Don Juan as 
ſhe was going out, ſhe took him for Don San- 
cho, and ſeizing him by the arm, ſpoke to him 
as follows. Why do you ſhun me, cruel Don 
Sancho ? why will you not ſuffer me to reply to 
your cutting reproaches ? I ſhould be the firſt 
to condemn myſelf, was I as guilty as appear- 
ances ſpeak me. But you know that falſhood 
has often a greater ſemblance of reality than 
truth itſelf, which is always diſcovered with 
time. Permit me then to make you ſee it, and 
put an end to all this confuſion. Aſſiſt me to 


- juſtify myſelf, and do not hazard being unjuſt 
by being too precipitate to condemn me before 


you have ſufficient proofs of my guilt. You 
have probably heard that a gentleman has paid 
his addreſſes to me, but were you informed 
that I made him a return? Perhaps you have 
met him here, for I acknowledge I fent for 


him ; but when you ſhall hear for what pur- 


poſe, you'll be very ſorry for having given me 
ſo much anxiety, as it was in order to give the 
ſtrongeſt teſtimony of my conſtancy; bring me 
into the preſence of the gentleman, who has 
rendered me ſo unhappy with his addreſſes, you 
ſhall then find by what I ſay to him, if Jever 
encouraged his paſſion, or even read his let- 


ters; but my fate which always brought him 


before me when J leaſt wiſned it, now prevents 
me ſeeing him, when he could aſſiſt me in un- 
deceiving you. Don Juan had patiently lif- 
tened to Dorothea without interruption, in or- 
der tolearn as much as he could from her. At 
length, he was going to be, perhaps a little tart 
with her, when Don Sancho, who was fearch- 
ing from room to room for the way to the gar- 
den, overheard their voices, and. approached 
them with as little noiſe-as poſſible, however he 
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was heard by Don Juan and the two ſiſters. At 
the ſame time Don Manuel entered the cham— 
ber with a light. The two rivals now beheld 
each other's faces, and with fury darting from 
their eyes, clapped their hands to their ſwords, 
Don Manuel threw himſelf between them, aid 
ordered his daughter to chuſe one of them for a 
huſband, that he might fight the other. Don 
Juan told him that he reſigned his pretenſion, 
if he could be ſaid to have any, to the gentle- 
man that ſtood before him. Don Sancho de- 
clared the ſame, and added that as the gentle- 
man had been brought into the houſe by his 
. daughter, that there was all the reaſon in the 
world to ſuppoſe their paſſion mutual. That 
for his part, he had rather ſuffer a thouſand 
deaths, than connect himſelf with a woman 
who didnot give him her heart with her hand. 
Dorothea threw herſelf at her father's feet, and 
intreatedhim to hear her. She related every thing 


that had happened between her and Don San- 


cho de Silva, previous to his having killed Don 
Diego. She next acquainted him of Don Juan 
de Peralte's paſſion for her, and of her ſcheme 
to undeceive him, and perſuade him to propoſe 
for her ſiſter. She concluded, by declaring, 
that if ſhe could not convince Don Sancho of her 
innocence, ſhe would the next day go into a 


convent, and paſs the reſt of her life there. 


'This relation diſcovered the two brothers to 
each; other; Don Sancho was immediately re- 
conciled to Dorothea, and demanded her in 
marriage of Don Manuel. Don Juan propoſ- 
ed at the ſame time for Feliciana, and both 
were made happy by Don Manuel's conſent. 
As ſoon as the day appeared, Don Sancho ſent 
for the Marquiſs Fabio, who came to ſhare in 
his friend's joy. Every thing was kept a ſe- 
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cret till ſuch time as Don Manuel and the Mar- 
quiſs, had brought about a reconciliation be- 
f tween Don Sancho and Don Diego's ſucceſſor. 
. Whilſt this was in agitation, the Marquiſs fell 
in love with the gentleman's ſiſter, and de- 
manded her in marriage. So advantageous a 
propoſal was received with joy, and from that 
tme he granted whatever they aſked himin 
ſavour of Don Sancho. The three weddings 
were celebrated the ſame day, and all parties 
were rendered happy. 
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c H A P. XX. 
In what' Manner Ragotin”s Sloop was broke. 


'FERE Innmzella finiſhed her novel, and 
every one of her hearers lamented: it was 

not longer. Whilſt ſhe was reading it, Rago- 
tin, inſtead of attending to her, entered into 
chat with her huſband upon the old theme of the 
magic ; but he had eaten ſuch an immoderate 
quantity at dinner, that both he and his friend 
were nodding over the ſubje&. He did all in 
his power, for the ſake of decency, to liſten to 
the novel, and reſiſt the attacks of ſleep. He 
therefore ſometimes let his head drop down to 
his knees, but preſently recovering, would ſtart 


up, and make an effort to rouſe himſelf, juſt as 


you may obſerve people do at a drowſy ſermon, 
'There happened to be a ram in the inn, which 
the oſtlers and rabble, that are generally about 
ſuch places, had taught to butt, by bending 
their head towards him, with their hands before 
it, which he'd run at with great violence. He 
was ſuffered without moleſtation to ramble 
hrough the whole inn, and would frequently 
roll into the rooms, and be fed well by the 
company; now this gentleman happened to be 
preſent when Innizella was reading her novel. 
He obſerved Ragotin bending his head and rai- 
ſing it forward again, which taking for a fair 
challenge, he withdrew a few paces backward, 
and darted at him, like a horſe at a race-courſe. 
He muſt have fritter'd his ſkull like an earthen 
| veſlel, 
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ROMANCE. 139 
veſſel, with the violence of the ſhock, if Ra- 
gotin by good fortune, had not at the inſtant, 
lifted up his head, and by that means eſcaped 
with a ficht brurfe in the face. Fhis action of 
the ram's, ſurprized thoſe who ſaw it ſo much, 
that they ſtood motionleſs. for ſome time with 
aſtoniſhment and laughter. This gave the ram 


an opportunity of making a ſecond aſſault, 
which he did, at the very time Ragetin, ſtun- 


ned with the firſt, and with his face feraped 


and bloody, had clapped up his hands to his eyes, 
which met directly the horns of the ram, and 
were terribly bruiſed witk the ſhock. This 
brought him to himſelf ; but when he diſcover- 
ed the author of his calamity, in his paſſion he 
truck him about the head with his fiſt, and 
wounded himſelf worſe with the animal's horns, 
He was abſolutely frantic with rage, and if poſ- 
ſible, more fo, to ſee the whole company laugh- 
ing at him. He abuſed them all for their ill 
manners, and ſallied out of the room in a tranſ- 
port of anger. He was for quitting the inn too, 
but was ſtopped by the landlord to ſettle the 


bill, an accident, he probably thought as great 


2 difaſter, as the blows of the ram's horns. 


Concluſion of the Second Part of the 
ComtCcaAL ROMANCE, 
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The Trird PART of the 


COMIC ROMANCE. 
CHAS 6 
The Introduction to the Third Part. 


7 O 0 have ſeen in the ſecond part of this 

hiſtory, little Ragotin with his face bruiſ- 
ed and — from the blows of the ram's 
horns, whilſt he was ſitting in the Player' s ap- 
artment, from whence he ſallied in ſo great 
paſſion that they never expected he would have 
returned; but he was too much enamoured of 
Mrs. Star, and too anxious to try the ſucceſs 
of the quack's art, to liſten for any time to the 
dictates of reſentment. Therefore as ſoon 2:3 
he had waſhed the blood from his face, he re- 
turned, in order to put the promiſes of Signor 
Ferdinando Ferdinand to the reſt, So ſtunned 
was he from his late encounter with the ram, 
and ſo confuſed was his mind from the love of 
Star, that he miſtook a Lawyer he met going 
to court, for him. He therefore accoſted him 


immediately, and ſpoke to him as follows: 


Dear Sir, I am tranſpoxted at meeting you. | 


was poſting to your lodgings, in order to enquire 


into 
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ROMANCE. "= 
into my fate; I make no doubt, but you have 
tried all your art could do, to make me the hap- 
pieſt of mankind ; and it would be the height 
of ingratitude not to acknowledge it. Tell me 
then, will the angelic Star ? The Lawyer, 
who did not conceive a ſyllable of this fine ha- 
rangue, very ſoon interrupted him, and ſaid ve- 
ry imartly,-Mr. Ragotin, if it was a little 
later, I ſhould take you to be drunk; but you* 
muſt certainly have loſt your wits; why, man, 
do you know who you are ſpeaking to ? What 
the Devil doyou tell me of your Magic, and 
your Stars? I am neither a conjurer nor an aſ- 
trologer. Don't you know me, man? Ah, 
Sir! replied Ragotin, I know you very well; 
and you too are well acquainted with me, and 
the cauſe of my unhappineſs, and yet are ſo - 
cruel, though in your power, as to deny me a 
remedy. I, anſwered the Lawyer; here Ra- 
gotin was going to convince him, when the 
Lawyer, weary of his impertinence, diſingag- 
ed himſelf, obſerving as he went off, that the 
little man was certainly non compos. Ragotin 
was going to follow him, till he diſcovered his 
miſtake, which confuſed him ſo much, that he 
never uttered a ſyllable of it from that day to 
this. Indeed, I myſelf ſhould have known no- 
thing of it, but for an acquaintance of the 
Lawyer's, to whom he related the adventure. 
He proceeded to the Player's apartment ; which 
he had no ſooner entered, than he heard Deſ- 
d tiny and Cave propoſe quitting Mans next day, 
and taking the route to Allencon. This was 
of like a ſtroke of thunder to poor Ragotin, whoſe 
ns heart muſt travel with them where ever they 
went. It was univerſally aſſented to by both 
actors and actreſſes, who determined to repre- 
ent one of their beſt pieces, in order to leave 
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a good impreſſion upon the minds of the audi- 


ence at Mans. The cauſe of the company's 
quitting this town ſo abruptly, was becauſe the 
Marquis D*Orſe, who was the only pa- 
tron their little troop had, was ſummoned to 
court, and after he was gone, their audiences 
dwindled to nothing. Ragotin .oppoſed their 
departure with all thoſe bad reaſons with which 
he was ſo abundantly ſtocked. He requeſted at 
leaſt, that they would not quit the province of 
Main, a favour they may very eaſily grant him, 
by taking the tennis-court in the ſuburbs of 
Montſort, from whence they could go to Laval, 
which is likewiſe in Maine, and that afterwards 
they might eaſily paſs into Britany, agreeable 
to the promiſe they had made M. Garrou- 
fere; but his eloquence was only thrown away. 
As Deſtiny obſerved, that this would never an- 
ſwer, for that the tennis-court he ſpok e of, was 
at too great a diſtance from the town, but that 
of Allencon was in the middle of it, encom- 
paſſed by all the genteel houſes; that this there- 
fore, was their mark, not the miſerable hole 
at Monſort, the convenience of which, Rago- 
tin unluckily dwelt moſt upon, and finally gave 
it as his opinion, that a cart ſhould be provided 
to convey the baggage, and borſes got for the 
Ladies. The conducting of this buſineſs was 
entruſted to Leander, who was very well ac- 
quainted in Mans. The day after, a play was 
performed; but whether it was tragedy, paſ- 
toral, or comedy, I cannot indeed recollect, 
however, it met with univerſal approbation. 
Deſtiny was greatly admired in his farewell ad- 
dreſs to the town. He expreſſed ſo lively a 
Jenſe of gratitude for the favours the company 


lad received, and appeared ſo much affected on 


the occaſion, that the audience was perfect 
| charmed 


9 
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charmed with him. Nay, I have been told, 
that ſeveral were obſerved to ſhed tears, moſt- 
ly indeed women, who have been always diſtin- 
guiſned for tendernefs. Such an effect had it on 
Ragotin, that he remained motionleſs and rivet- 
ted to his ſeat, till he was left quite alone, 
where, perhaps, he would have been ſtill, if 
the marker of the tennis- court had not rouſed 
him, by acquainting him that the audience 
were all gone. At length he got up and went 
home, where he took a reſolution of calling 
next morning early upon the actors, in order 
to open his mind to them. 
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CH. 
In which youll find Ragotin's Reſolution. 


8 HERE ws ſcarce one awake in Mans 
- 1 but himſelf, when Ragotin repaired to 
the ſtroller's habitation, in order to propoſe 
himſelf as a member of their community. He 
found them all in their beds and faſt aſleep, 
For once in his life he had diſcretion enough, 
not to diſturb them ; but he went into the room 
where Olive and Rancour lay, and requeſted 
the latter would get up and take a walk with 
him, and that afterwards they would go and 
breakfaſt at the Golden Star, where he had be- 
ſpoke it. Rancour, who was never backward 
at accepting an invitation to feaſt at free coſt, 
was dreſſed almoſt as ſoon as he heard the pro- 
poſal. Ragotin never opened his lips to him till 
they came to the breakfaſting place, well know- 
ing, that he was better diſpoſed to reliſh a good 
meal than converſation. As ſoon as they ar- 
rived there, the little man called out for the 
tarts he had beſpoke, and grew very clamor- 
ous” at their not being brought immediately. 
The landlady, without ever ſtirring from her 
ſeat, . . to him very coolly, really, Mr. Ra- 
gotin, I have got no {kill in divination, and 
therefore cou'dnt foreſee what time you'd come 
at, you'll have the tarts imme ately; in the 
mean time, if you'll walk into the parlour, 
where the cloth is laid, you'll find a ham to 
amuſe yourſelf with till the other things are 

| ready, 
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ready. This ſhe ſpoke with ſo grave and hoſ- 
teſs-like a tone, that Rancour thought there 
was a great deal of reaſon in what ſhe ſaid, and 
therefore adviſed Ragotin to be pacified, and go 
in and take a glaſs of wine, while they were 
waiting. In ſhort, they ſat down. to table, 
which was covered in a few minutes, and break- 
faſted after the Mans faſhion, that is to ſay, 
very heartily. They puſhed about the bottle 
too pretty briſkly, and drank ſeveral toaſts, 
amongſt which, I fancy, you conjeCture, 
Star's was not forgot. Ragotin drank it a dozen 
times, now without moving from his chair, 
next ſtanding up, with his hat in hand, and 
finally, gave her on his knees, and bare-head- 
ed, as if he was going to make an offering at 
the ſhrine of ſome ſaint. He then intreated 
Rancour to aſſiſt him as he had promiſed, in -. 
gaining his adorable Star; to which the other 
replied, with affected paſſion, I thought Mr. 
Ragotin, you had a better opinion of me. TI 
imagined you ſuppoſed me incapable of de- 
ceiving you; and that I wow'd not have under- 
taken this buſineſs if I had not been ſure of ſuc- 
ceſs, My dear friend, make yourſelf quite ea- 
y, rely upon my diſpoſition to ſerve you, when- 
ne ever a favourable opportunity offers; but there 
Iss one great obſtacle in your way, I mean our 
y. Geparture. However, that is eaſily removed, 
J. by your taking the advice I formerly gave you 
er fie . wee. Jy 
a- Jof joining the company. You have the fineſt 
nd I requiſites of any man in the kingdom to make 
ne mn actor; your deportment is elegant, your 
the voice harmonious, your accent pleaſing, and 
ar, Vour memory prodigious ; beſides, you have 
to nothing ruſtic about you; why, I ſhould take 
are Jou to have paſſed all your life at a court, you 
ay. have quite the air of it. I warrant you, after 
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326. * THE COMIC 
playing about a dozen times, you'd ſtop the 
career of ſome of our young coxcombs, who 
are now ſo conceited. You'll get all the freſh 
characters into your own poſſeſſion, and when 
that's accompliſhed leave the reſt come. For 
the preſent, we have a very delicate buſineſs to 
manage ; it requires a great deal of addreſs to 
act properly in it. I don't mean to inſinuate, 
my dear Ragotin, any deficiency on your ſide ; 
but you are ſenſible a little good advice can be 
of no injury, but above all, keep your paſſion 
a profound ſecret ; for if that ſhould tranſpire, 
it may prevent your obtaining admiſſion into the 
company.—The little man was in raptures at 
this ſpeech of Rancour, and when he had 
done ſpeaking, got up, and took him round the 
neck in a traſport of joy, proteſting at the ſame 
time, that he had invited him to breakfaſt 
merely to communicate the deſign he had form- 
ed of joining the company, and on which he 
was ſo determined, that nothing could diſſuade 
him from it. That all he wanted now was to 
have the affair broke to the Players, which he 
requeſted Rancour to ſet about immediately. 
Ragotin then called for a bill, which having 
paid, they ſet out for the actors lodgings, 
which happened to be near the place they had 
breakfaſted at. They found the Ladies all 
dreſt; but as Rancour was acquainting them 
with Ragotin's intentions of going on the ſtage, 
he was interrupted by a meſſenger from Lean- 
der's father, who deſired to ſee him immedi- 
ately, as he was at the point of death. Vati- 
ous were the conjectures of the company on 
this unexpected event. Leander took Angeli 
ces aſide, and told her, that it was now in her 
power, if ſhe pleaſed, to make him happy; 
to which ſhe replied, that he never would find 


her 
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Leander Project. Ragotin's Admiſſion, and 
Harangue to the Company of Players. 


FT EANDER's tutors finding all their efforts 

to keep him to his ſtudies fruitleſs, and 
Having obſerved his conſtant attendance at the 
theatre, conjectured that he had fallen in love 
with one of the actreſſes; in which ſuppoſiti- 
on, they were confirmed by his having follow- 
ed the company to Angers. This they took 
care to acquaint his father of, by a meſſenger 
ſent off expreſs ; and their intelligence arrived 
at the very hour their ſon's letter reached him, 
in which he ſaid, he was going into the army, 


and requeſted he would ſend him a ſupply, as 


Deſtiny and he had concerted, when he diſ- 
covered his rank to him at the inn where he 
was wounded. His father was frantic with paſ- 
ſion at his ſon's imprudence, which joined to 
his extream age, threw him into a fit of ſick- 
neſs, that brought him to the gates of death. 
Finding his diſſolution at hand, he ſent for one 
of his tenants, in order to bring Leander to 
him before nature had exacted her tribute. 
He told him, that he would find him with a 
company of comedians, who were then at Mans, 


but the man knew this already, as he was the 


very perſon who had ſupplied him with money 
after he had left the college. Accordingly he 
went there, and found him as was related in the 
preceding chapter, 'The whole company re- 


queſted 
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ROMANCE... 149 
queſted Ragotin would retire into an adjoining 
room, whilſt they conſulted upon this meſſage 
received from Leander's father. Muliſh as he 
was in general, decency made him comply in 
the preſent inſtance. As ſoon as he was gone, 
Leander had the meſſenger called in, who ac- 
quainted him with his father's ſituation, and 
his anxiety to ſee him before his death. Lean- 
der aſked the company's leave to go and viſit 
him, which was immediately granted. It was 
then that Deſtiny made his rank known, a cir- 
cumſtance he had hitherto kept a ſecret, and 
of which, he himſelf had been ignorant till af- 
ter Angelica had been run away with ; but now 
he thought it abſolutely neceſſary to divulge it, 
both in order to undeceive Mrs. Cave, who 
could not be perſuaded but that Leander was 
the perſon who had taken her daughter off, and 
to convince the young Lady of the violence of 
his paſſion, which made him turn valet for her 
ſake; a ſtation in which he would have yet re- 
mained, if he had not been obliged to reveal 
the ſecret to Deſtiny at the inn, where he met 
him, when he went in queſt of Angelica. 
That ſo far from being privy to it, he had even 


ventured his life in attempting to reſcue her; 


but that he was overpowered by numbers and 
left for dead on the ſpot. The company in ge- 
neral begged pardon for not having treated him 
with the reſpect which was due to his rank, but 
hoped he would attribute it to their ignorance 
of his quality. Mrs. Star added, that ſhe al- 
ways ſaw ſomething about him, which made 
her ſuſpect he was more than common, in 


which conjeQure ſhe was farther confirmed ſince 


his return, and by his letters, which Cave had 
ſhawn: her; but that he had always behaved 
with ſuch humility in the capacity of a valet to 
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180 THE COMIC 
her brother, ſhe was often ſtaggered in her opi- 
nion; however, now his quality was unqueſ- 
tionable. Cave next addreffed him, and ſaid, 
furely, Sir, after having in a great meaſure 
learned your rank, from the tenor of the 
letters you wrote my daughter, you muſt allow, 
that I had very juſt cauſe to apprehend your 
defigns were not honourable, a ſuppoſition 
which your intention of taking her off to Eng- 
land corroborated ; and what proſpect, Sir, 
was there, that a perſon of your birth would 
matry a poor country adreſs? For my part, I 
fincerely rejoice at your approaching good for- 
tune ; but thank God at the ſame time, for 
being relieved from the anxiety you have ſo 
long given me. Theſe laſt words of Cave 
wounded Leander to the very foul. He was all 
impatience whilft ſhe was ſpeaking, and imme- 
dtately replied, whatever, Madam, my proſ- 
peQs are in your eye, be aſſured, that to me, 
they would appear the moſt wild and dreary, 
unleſs brightened hy the hopes of poſſeſſing your 
amiable daughter. Deny me that bliſs, and 1 
renounce my birth-right. It is ſhe alone can 


give charms to proſperity; and I ſhalleſteem its 


acquiſition valuable but ſo far as it contributes 
677 hea felicity. Do not imagine that I intend 
robbing you of her entirely, and taking her 
home with me ; nothing can be farther from 
my thoughts. I am become ſo enamoured of a 
theatrical life, that I know not how to quit it, 
much leſs deprive myſelf of the enjoyment of 
ſuch agreeable ſociety. Both actors and a&reſ- 
ſes thanked Leander for his politeneſs, and ob- 
ſerved, that Mrs. Cave and her daughter muſt 
be very particular, if they denied him the hap- 
pineſs he ſolicited. Angelica behaved like one 
who waited for the ſanction of her mother's 

approbation, 
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approbation, to authoriſe her conduct. The 
latter finiſned the converſation by aſſuring Lean- 


der, that if he retained the ſame ſentiments till 
his return, he ſhould have nothing to complain 
of. Every thing being now ſettled, Leander's 
departure was fixed for next day, and a horfe 
hired for him accordingly. Here Deſtiny re- 
minded them of Ragotin, and obſerved that it 


was time to ſend for him; but a propos, con- 


tinued he, is there nobody who knows any 
thing of his deſign ? Rancour, who had not yet 
opened his lips, ſaid, he could acquaint him 
with it, then related how he had invited him 
that morning to breakfaſt, in order to commu- 
nicate his intentions of joining the company, 
but that he wou'd not expect any ſalary ; for 
that he'd much rather ſpend his money in ſee- 
ing the world, than doze away his life ſtupidly 
in Mans. Roquebrune, in a moſt florid ha- 
rangue oppoſed his admittance, for that poets 


were like women, wherever two happen to 


meet, peace could not be expected; beſides 
that his figure was ſo contemptible, he would 
not be fit to carry on a meſſage. Now, for my 


part, replied Rancour, I move for his being 
received. I think he'll make a very uſeful 
man; for inſtance, if a dwarPs wanting, 


where can we get a better? then he can tepre- 
ſent a monſter, without putting the company to 
the expence of purchaſing a maſk for him, and 
as for declamation, take my word, he is a ſe- 
cond Orpheus, When Olive and I were in 
queſt of Angelica, we met him mounted on his 
counter part, that is to ſay an aſs, as little as 


himſelf. He was ſpouting away with ſuch 


energy, that ſome carriers who met him, fol- 
lowed him with their hats off, for the better 
convenience of hearing, all the way to the 
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152 THE COMIC 
houſe, where we ſtopt to have a glaſs at. Sure- 
ly if his elocution had ſo great an effect on theſe 
clowns, how muſt it a& upon perſons of finer 
taſte! This ſally of humour raiſed a general 
laugh at poor Ragotin's expence, who was im- 
— ſent for. He made above a dozen 
of his beſt bows upon entering the room, and 
after having prepared himſelf, like all good ora- 
tors, with the uſual prelude of humming, ſpit- 
ting and coughing, * began the following ha- 
rangue: Ladies and Gentlemen of the illuſtri- 
ous order of Theſpis, I am come to offer my 
ſervices to your moſt reſpectable community. 
Was I a coxcomb like ſome of my acquain- 
tances, I might ſpeak much in praiſe both of 
my perſon and my talents 3 but I ſhall wave 
vanity for the preſent, and only. acquaint you, 
that if [have the honourto be admitted into your 
body, I ſhall forego the uſual emoluments of 
ſalary or ſhare, and be content with the mere 
pleaſure of your ſociety. This laſt argument 
of Ragctin's was an excellent one, and had the 
deſired effect, for it gained him immediate ad- 
miſſion. Every thing was conducted with the 
uſual ceremony, that is, his name was entered in 
the muſter- roll, the oath of fidelity adminiſter- 
ed, and a charter given him, by which he is 
for ever entitled to bilk his taylor and landlord, 
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C 


T he Departure of Leander, and the Company's Ar- 
rival at Allencon; with the Death of Saldaigne. 


F TER ſupper, every body was con- 
gratulating Ragotin upon his admiſſion in- 
to the company, and the elegance of his ha- 
rangue upon that occaſion. Rancour ſwore 
that he was the greateſt acquiſition the compa- 
ny ever met with, and that the name of Rago- 
tin would be remembered whilſt there was an 
actor in the province. In the mean time Le- 
ander was engaged with his dear Angelica. 
They ſaid and looked ten thouſand ſoft things, 
and taſted raptures, of which was I to attempt 
giving an idea, unleſs to lovers like themſelves, 
I am perſuaded that my veracity, as a hiſtori- 
an, would be called in queſtion. 'The night 
being now far advanced, the company all re- 
tired to bed., Next morning Leander got up 
very early, and ſet off for his father's. I have 
been told that he never rode ſo far in ſo ſhort a 
ſpace in his life before; whether eagerneſs to 
ſee his father, or the vivacity his future proſ- 
pects inſpired, was the cauſe of his expedition, 
ſhall leave your analyſers of the human heart 
to determine. His father received him with 
the affection of a parent, yet reproached him 
gently for his imprudence. He told him, that 
it gave him inexpreſſible ſatisfaction to find that 
he obeyed him ſo readily ; that he had ſent for 
kim in order to give him his laſt bleſſing, and 
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to reſign his entire fortune into his hands, not- 


withſtanding the irregularity of his conduct, 
but hoped that in future he would act with 
more propriety. The reſt of the converſation, 
if they had any farther, we ſhall learn when 
Leander returns. As ſoon as the aQors and 
actreſſes were dreſſed, they ſet about packing 
up for their journey. That buſineſs being diſ- 
patched, Olive was ſent to procure a horſe, as 
they had been diſappointed in one of thoſe they 
had hired. Ragotin, who had happened to 
overhear this diſcourſe, immediately replied, 
-that there was no occaſion, for that he'd take 


Mrs. Star behind him; but this ſhe thought 


proper to decline, which affected poor Ragotin 
ſo much, that he would not have had ſpirits to 
travel to Allencon, if Angelica had not in ſome 
meaſure conſoled him, by accepting his propo- 
fal. Whenever a ſtrolling company is on the 
march, they ſeldom uſe a ſecond table. This 
morning they all breakfaſted together, and the 
quack and his wife were of the party, when 
Ragotin took an opportunity of renewing his 
attack upon the Sieur Ferdinandi. He told 
him, that his paſhon was now become fo vio- 
lent, that he conld not poſſibly much longer en- 
dure it, unlefs he did ſomething for him dy his 
art; the other replied, that he had tried all 
the fecrets of magic to relieve him, and con- 
fulted all the ſpirits he Had ever under his com- 
mand, dut to no purpoſe, from whence he con- 
cluded, that Star muſt be a ſorcereſs herſelf, 
and poſſeſſed of more powerful charms and ma- 
gie than his, He was going to anſwer, but 
way entreated to waſh his hands as the reſt did, 
_ and fit down to table. After breakfaſt, Innex- 

ia expreffed the greateſt concern, particularly 
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to the ladies, for their ſudden departure. She 
declared, that ſhe had a ſtrong inclination to 
follow them to Allencon, merely for the plea- 
ſure of their converſation, but feared that this 
would rather injure than oblige them, as her 
huſband having a ſtage of his own to mount, 
may rob them of part of their audience. They 
embraced each other at parting, ſome of the 
women ſhed tears, and in ſhort, the whole 
company was full of compliments, except the 
poet, who, though he in general monopolized 
three parts of the converſation, was now quite 
mute. His ſeparation from Innexilla was a 
ſtroke of thunder, all the laurels on Parnaſſus 


cou'd'nt protect him from. The cart being 


now loaded, and ready to ſet out, Cave took 
the ſame ſeat ſhe had in it when the campany 
came to Mans. Deſtiny and Star rode toge- 
ther, and Angelica got up behind Ragotin, all 
the reſt travelled on foot; in this order did our 
{trollers proceed, till they arrived at Allencon, 
which they did in two days after their depar- 
rure. As ſoon as they had beſtowed the baggage 
and the ladies at aninn, Deſtiny called Roque- 
brune, Olive, and the carpenter, and took 
them immediately into the principal tennis- 
court, where he found ſix gentlemen engaged 
at play. He immediately aſked for the maſter 
of the tennis-court, and the ſpectators in the 
gallery having learned that theſe were ſome of 
the players, informed the gentlemen of it ; and 
moreover obſerved, that one of them was a 
very genteel man. Upon this, the gameſters 
dropped their rackets, and came up half dreſſed 
to Deſtiny, whom they ſalnted very politely, 
and then enquired into the ſtate of the compa- 
Ny. They aſked him what number of people 


he 


* 
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he had got, whether they had merit, and if 
the dreſſes were good, and the women handſome, 
Deſtiny made ſuch ſatisfactory replies to all 
theſe queſtions, that they made an offer of their 
ſervices, and requeſted the owner of the tennis- 
court to oblige them; adding, that if he would 
wait till they were dreſſed, that they would go 
and take a glaſs of wine together. Deſtiny ac- 
cepted the propofal, in order to ſecure himſelf 
friends, in cafe Saldaigne ſhould ſtill perſecute 
him; for he was continually in dread of him. 


# In the mean rime, an agreement was made about 


the rent of the tennis-court, and a joiner im- 
mediately ſent for to aſſiſt the carpenter in fit- 
ting it up. The gentlemen having now got 
their cloaths on, Deſtiny joined them in ſo 
graceful a manner, and in the courſe of con- 
verſation, diſcovered ſo excellent an underftand- 
ing, that they began to conceive a friendſhip 
for him. They afked him where the company 
had put up, which when he had acquainted 
them with, they replied, we had better go 
there. Perhaps we may aſſiſt you in making a 
bargain. Accordingly they went, and after 
having agreed for three rooms, they breakfaſted 
there very heartily. You may eafily imagine 
that the converſation turned chiefly on the dra- 
ma, of which Deſtiny diſplayed ſo great a 
knowledge, and ſo excellent a taſte, that they 
made him freſh proffers of their ſervice, and 
told him to rely upon their protection; for it 
ſeems they were perſons of the firſt conſequence 
in the city. That evening Deſtiny fent his 
' baggage to the Golden Cup, where he had fixt 
his quarters, and as ſoon' as ever the theatre 
was ready, the company began to perform. 


"ro ſhall now leave them in the exerciſe of their 


profeſſion, 
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profeſſion, and return to fee what happened to i 
Saldaigne after his fall. You may recolle& to = 


have read in the twelfth chapter of the ſecond 11 


part of this romance, how Saldaigne was con- 
fined to his bed at the Baron d' Arques, from 
the bruiſe of his fall. Here he continued for 
ſome time ill of a fever, which was rendered 
more violent, by the paſſion he flew into with 


ſo little to his ſatisfaction. However he reco- 
vered, and as ſoon as he could get on horſe- 
back, he ſet out for Mans, where he expected 
to find the players. When he arrived there, 
he was informed they were gone to Allencon. 
Fixt as he was in his reſolution, he determined 
immediately to purſue them ; accordingly he 
took the route tothe place they were performin 
at, and got there about the duſk. That night 
he never cloſed his eyes; his mind was upon 
the rack of invention, to diſcover ſome means 
of vengeance for the inſult he had received from 
Deſtiny. Next day he went to the play, but 
drew his hat over his eyes and muffled his head 
up in his cloak, in order to diſguiſe himſelf. 
He was as weary of the repreſentation as the. 
reſt of the audience were pleaſed with it; for 
the univerſal admiration which Star's beauty 
excited, ſerved only to quicken his paſſion, and 
render the loſs of her more mortifying. When 
the entertainment was over, Saldaigne and his 
party poſted themſelves at a convenient ſtand 
near the theatre, in order to aſſault Deſtiny as 
he paſſed; but the company were ſo well liked, 
and had ſo many friends amongſt the people of 
faſhion, that they ſcarce ever went to, or re- 
turned from the play-houſe without a large re- 
tinue. That night they were invited to ſup at 
8 oo Madam 
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458 THE COMT-C 
Madam de Villefleur's, and as they went eſ- 
corted by a large company, Saldaigne's wicked 
intentions were fruſtrated ; diſappointed in this, 
he became deſperate, determined to take off 
Stella at all hazards, and put to the ſword who- 
ever oppoſed him. As Madam de Villefleur 
was both young and ſprightly, her parties were 
uſually large, which you may ſuppoſe were not 
diminiſhed this evening by the preſence of the 
actreſſes. Saldaigne 1magined that he would 
find no more difficulty in bringing off Stella 
than before. He poſted a ſervant, with one of 
his beſt horſes at the corner of a ſtreet near 
Madam Villefleur's houſe, in order to be ready 
to put his project in execution; big with the 
hopes of ſucceſs, he was already bleſſed in fan- 
cy, when a Clergyman (not one of thoſe prag- 
matical gentlemen who think the leaſt innocent 
recreation an impeachment to their charaQer 

for ſanQity, but a man of liberal notions, who 

was never aſhamed of cultivating an acquain- 

tance with an actor of merit, and was particu- 

larly intimate with our illuſtrious troop) who 

was going to ſpend the evening at Madam Ville- 

fleur's, diſcovered the ſervant. He never re- 

collected to have ſeen either his face or his li- 

very before; and obſerving that he held a horſe 

by the bridle, he aſked him whether he was 

waiting there for his maſter, but finding the 

fellow confuſed and unſatisfaQtory in his replies, 

he immediately went in and informed the com- 

pany of the whole tranſaQion. Deſtiny, who 

was never without apprehenſions of Saldaigne, 

having often noticed a perſon at the theatre who 

always hid his face under his cloak, immedi- 
| ately concluded it was he, and though he did 
not communicate his ſuſpicions to any * 
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ke took care to bring a ſufficient number of his 
companions to eſcort the women home. He was 
not kept long in ſuſpence, for a ſtranger pre- 
ſently came to enquire for Stella, and to tell her 
that a lady of her acquaintance deſired to ſpeak 
vith her. This was judged by the whole com- 
pany to be the ſnare Saldaigne had laid, and 
preparations therefore were made to give him 
a proper reception. As it was deemed highly 
improper for any of the comedians to appear, 
one of Madam de Villefleur's waiting women 
was ſent out, whom Saldaigne miſtaking for 
Stella, inſtantly laid hold of, but what was his 
aſtoniſhment when he found himſelf encompaſ- 
ſed by a crowd of armed men. Though his 
party was at ſome diſtance, he had ſo little diſ- 
cretion, that he diſcharged a piſtol which 
wounded one of the actors ſlightly. But his 
fire was returned by above a dozen ſhots in a 
twinkling. The bravoes whom he had hired, 
inſtead of coming to his aſſiſtance, when they 
heard the noiſe of the encounter immediatel 
fled, as ſuch wretches always do when they 
meet with any reſiſtance. He was now ſtretch- 
ed on the ground, for he had received a ſhot 
in his head, and two more in his body. They 
brought him to the light in order to examine 
his face, but nobody knew him except the play- 
ers, who aſſured the company that it was Sal- 
daigne. As he diſcovered ſome ſigns of life, 
they aſſiſted his ſervant in placing him acroſs a 
horſe, and had his wounds dreſſed, but their 
attention proved fruitleſs, for the next day he 
reſigned his breath. His body was carried to 
his own country, where his ſiſters and their 
huſbands received him with the appearance of 
grief, but ſecretly rejoiced for what had hap- 
hs | N 
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pened. Search was made out of form after the 
inſtruments of his death, but no proſecution or 
evidence appearing, the affair dropt. Beſides, 
thoſe who might have been accuſed were the 
. firſt perſons in the city. The intelligence of 
his death, was agreeable tidings indeed to the 
players, for in him, they loſt an unrelenting 
and implacable enemy. 


CHAP. 


ROMANCE. 


G8 A&A F- + 
T he Sequel of Cave's Story. 


EXT day Deſtiny and Olive waited onthe 
Prior of St. Lewis, in order to thank 

him for the ſignal piece of ſervice which he had 
done them, as 1t was -through his means they 
had eſcaped the danger which threatened them, 
and were henceforward ſecured from perſecuti- 
on by the death of Saldaigne. From that time 
the clofeſt intimacy ſubſiſted between the co- 
medians and the Prior, ſo that they frequently 
viſited and eat together. Some time after, that 
gentleman happened to be inthe actreſſes apart- 
ment, (it was a Friday, on which they never 
performed) Deſtiny and Stella aſked Cave to fi- 
niſh her hiſtory, She at firſt made ſome little 
difficulty, coughed, and ſpit once or twice, 
when the Prior was going to take his leave, 
imagining that it was owing to his preſence ſhe 
heſitated in granting their requeſt ; but he was 
prevented by the whole conipany, who aſſured 
him, that they would eſteem themſelves happy 
in communicating their adventures to him, and 
PIl venture to ſay, added Stella, that you are 
not come to theſe years, without having expe- 
rienced ſome yourſelf, For I am greatly miſta- 
ken, or you have not always wore the caſſock. 
Theſe words a little diſconcerted the Prior, who 
frankly owned, that ſome paſt ſcenes of his life 
would make a much better novel, than the ro- 
| | mantic 
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mantic ſtuff of which fuch works are in general 
compoſed. Stella replied, that ſhe was per- 
ſuaded they were well worth attending to, and 
made him promiſe to relate them the firſt time 
he was aſked; the Prior pledged his word to 
comply with her requeſt, then Cave reſumed 
her narrative in the following terms. You 
may remember I was interrupted in my relation 
by the greyhound. The propoſal the Baron de 
Sigagnot made my mother of marriage, af- 
flicted her as much as it pleaſed me. But what 
rendered her more unhappy, was the difficult 
ſhe found in eſcaping from his caſtle. If ſhe 
attempted it, ſhe concluded that there would 
be a purſuit after her, that ſhe would be brought 
back and ill treated in conſequence of her raſh- 
neſs. Beſides it waz riſquing the loſs of our 
cloaths, which were the only means of ſubſiſt- 
ance we had left. But fortune ſtood our friend 
and delivered us. The Baron, who was always 
of a ſavage and cruel temper, having paſſed 
from the extreme of brutal inſenſibility to the 
ſofteſt paſſion of the human heart, doated to 
ſuch exceſs, that he abſolutely ſickened with 
love, and was even at the point of death. At 
the beginning of his . illneſs my mother herſelf 
attended him, but he always grew worſe when- 
ever ſhe approached him. As ſhe was a womab 
of an excellent underſtanding, ſhe noticed this, 
and took advantage of it. She told his ſervants 
that ſhe and her daughter rather retarded that 
affifted his recovery, and therefore intreated 
them to procure us horſes to take us away, and 
a cart for our baggage. They appeared rather 
-unwilling to comply, when the Curate happen- 
ed to come in, and finding the Baron delirious, 
took upon himſelf to furniſh us with what we 
ſolicited. Next day we-got our baggage, and 
— aving 


ROMANCE. 1 
having taken leave of all the ſervants, but par- 
ticularly of the obliging curate, we went to lay 
at a little village, the name of which I have for- 
got; but I know it is the place where they ſent 
to ſeek a ſurgeon for my mother, who was 
wounded, when the Baron's people miſtook us 
for gypſies. We put up at an inn, where our 
real profeſſion was ſoon known, for I overheard 
the chambermaid ſay, we ſhall now have a 
play, for here's more of the company come. 
From whence we conjectured that there was a 
{trolling party here, with whom we might get 
an engagement. Nor were we deceived, for 
next day (after we had diſcharged the cart and 
horſes) two of the actors waited on us, and ac- 


quainted us, that a man belonging to the com- 


pany and his wife had juſt left them, and that 
if we were diſpoſed to join them, there was 
now a vacancy. My mother, who was ſtill very 
handſome, accepted the propoſal, and it was 
agreed that ſhe ſhould perform all the principal 
characters. For my part I did whatever was 
given me, for I was not above thirteen or four- 
teen years old. We remained here only about 
fifteen days, for the place was too ſmall to ſup- 
port us longer. Beſides my mother was very 
uneaſy to leave it, and get at a greater diſtance 


from the Baron. We travelled without ſtop- 


ping for near ſixty leagues, and at the firſt town 
we played in, the manager of the company, 
(whoſe name was Bellefleur,) made propoſals of 
marriage to my mother. She thanked him, 
but conjured him not to think of it, thatfor her 
part ſhe was now in the decline of life, and 
moreover had determined never to enter into 
the married ſtate. Bellefleur finding her reſo- 
lution, never preſſed her more on the ſubjeQ. 


We rambled about three or four years, and met 
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164 THE COMIC 
with great ſucceſs. I encreaſed in ſtature, 
whilſt my mother became ſo infirm, that ſhe 
wasno longer able to perform. As I happened 
to be a favourite with the audience, and very 
well liked in the company, her caſt of parts 
was given to me. Bellefleur finding it in vain 
to expect ſucceſs in his addreſſes to my mother, 
demanded me in marriage. She did not imme- 
diately give him an anſwer to his ſatisfaction, 
for ſhe was exceeding anxious to get an oppor- 
tunity of viſiting Marſeilles. At length finding 
her diſſolution approach, and foreſeeing the 
danger I ſhould be expoſed to if left without a 
protector, ſhe acquainted me of the manager's 
propoſal, and neceſſity obliged me to comply, 
He was certainly old enough to- be my father, 
but he was a man of a moſt amiable charaQer, 
In ſhort, my mother had the comfort to ſee me 
married, and died ina few days afterwards. A: 
I was very young, her death affli cted me great- 
ly, but time, which cures every thing, reſtor- 
ed me to tranquillity, and in ſome time after [ 
became pregnant. At length I was delivered of 
this daughter whom you ſee, Angelica, who has 
already coſt me ſo many tears, and will be the 
cauſe of my ſhedding more, if I.continue much 
longer in this world. As ſhe was about to pro- 
ceed, Deſtiny interrupted her by obferving, that 
ſhe had every reaſon to expect happineſs with 
her daughterg as ſhe was upon the eve of being 
married to a man of rank and quality. Cave 
was going to conclude her ſtory, when Leander 
entered the room and ſaluted the whole compa- 
ny. He was dreſſed in a ſuit of black, and had 
three valets with him, likewiſe in mourning. 
From hence it was concluded that his father was 
dead. The Prior of St. Lewis immediately 
got up and took his leave, as I ſhall for the pre- 
ſent, of the reader, and finiſh the chapter. 
1 CHAP. 
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The Conc luſion of Cave's Story. 


S ſoon as Leander had diſcharged the punc- 
tilio's of ceremony on his arrival, Deſti- 
ny told him, that he muſt condole and rejoice 
with him in a breath. For if you have loſt a 
father, continued he, you have gained an eſtate 
and title. Leander thanked him for his polite- 
neſs, but frankly owned that. he was not much 
concerned for the death of his father, as his 
great age and infirmities had made him long ex- 
pect it. Nevertheleſs, he ſaid, it would be 
1mproper for him to make his appearance on the 
ſtage ſo ſoon, and in a place too where he was 
ſo well known, But, added he, if you give 
me leave, I will continue in the company with- 
out performing till ſuch time as I am farther 
from home. His requeſt met with general ap- 
probation, and immediately after, Stella afked 
him his title, that ſhe might not in future be 
guilty of rudeneſs, whenever ſhe had occaſion 
to addreſs him. Leander replied, my father's 
title was Baron de Roche Pierre, which now 1 
am at liberty to aſſume, But I entreat you to 
call me Leander ftill, there is a magic in that 
name which neither titles or wealth can confer, 
for it was the one my Angelica knew me by, 
when ſhe firſt made a return to my paſſion. 
That is the name I am determined to bear, 
whilſt I exiſt, both for the cauſe I have aſſign- 
755 and in order to convince 4 that I am deter- 
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166 THE COMIC 
mined to fulfil the engagement I made at part- 
ing. Athouſand ſoft things paſſed between him 
and Angelica, but they never were particular 
in relating them, and I am not ſufficiently in 
love ro conſult my imagination on the occaſion, 
Leander informed the company, that he had 
ſettled all his affairs, and moreover that he had 
got ſix months rent advance from his tenants, 
which amounted to ſix thouſand livres, and that 
he had brought it with him, in order to ſupply 
them with every thing. The poor comedians 
were at a loſs for words to thank him for his 
bounty. When Ragotin, who had hitherto 
been ſilent, got up, thinking he had now got a 
rare opportunity of adyancing himſelf. He told 
the company that they need not be uneaſy at Le- 
ander*s declining to perform, for that he would 
undertake his parts, and engage to fill them to 
their ſatisfaction. But Roquebrune, who was 
like his evil genius, took him by the ſhoulder, 
and pointing to his figure, exclaimed, don't 
you think, ladies and gentlemen, that this is an 
admirable fellow for a hero? 'This ſarcaſm of 
the poet's was ſo pointed, that there was a ge- 
neral laugh at poor Ragotin's expence ; howe- 
ver, Deſtiny told him he would conſider of his 
1 55 and in the mean time aſked Cave to 
3 her ſtory, and that he would ſend for the 
Prior of St. Lewis, to hear the concluſion. 
But ſhe told him there was no occaſion, for that 
ſhe had only a few words more to add, and then 
reſumed her ſtory as follows. I think I left off 
at the birth of Angelica, I likewiſe told you of 
the two actors, ho came to join the company, 
but did not mention that one of them was Olive, 
and the other, a perſon who ſoon after quitted 
us, and whoſe place was filled by our poet. Be- 
bold me now at the moſt diſtreſſing die 
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my life. One day, on which we were to per- 
form the comedy of the Lyar, written by the 
inimitable Corneille, at a town in Flanders 


where we then were, a lady's ſervant who was 


keeping a place for her, happened to leave it 
in order to go drink. He was not gone five mi- 
nutes, when the ſeat was unluckily taken up by 
another lady. Immediately after the one for 
whom it was engaged, came and politely de- 
manded her place. The other replied, that ſhe 
had got poſſeſſion, and that ſhe would not budge 
unleſs forced to quit it. At length one word 
brought on another, till they abſolutely began 
to pull caps. However, little or no damage 
could have enſued, had the quarrel been left to 
themſelves. But the male part of the audience 
interpoſed, the relations of each formed parties 
in ſupport of their friend, till the theatre was 
all confuſion, riot, and uproar, which we ſtood 
looking at through the curtain. My huſband, 
who was to perform Dorante, had a ſword b 

his ſide, and ſeeing about twenty men naked, 
leapt down from the ſtage, and threw himſelf 
between the combatants, to try if poſſible, to 
quell the tumult. Amidſt the confuſion which 
prevailed, one of the parties miſtook him, and 
before he was aware, ran him through the heart. 
The infant I ſaw him fall, I ruſhed into the 
croud, and threw myſelf upon his bleeding bo- 
dy. Angelica, who was then but a child, fol- 
lowed me with ſhrieks and fruitleſs tears. The 
magiſtrates offered to obtain me juſtice, but I 
declined proſecuting a revenge, in the purſuit 
of which, I wanted means to ſupport me. As 
ſoon as I had ſeen my huſband's body interred, 
we quitted the town, for my part I was ſo de- 


je ed, that I had not ſpirit to appear on the 


ſtage ; and, but for the aſſiſtance of Angelica, 
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muſt have ſunk under my misfortunes. At length 
we came to a town in Holland, where we met 
Mr. Deſtiny, his ſiſter, and Rancour. You 
offered to join us, and we received the propoſal 
with tranſport. As for the reſt of my adven- 
tures, the company in general are acquainied 
with them. Here Cave concluded her ſtory, 
and ſhed abundance of tears after the recital. 
Stella tenderly embraced her, and endeavoured 
to conſole her, with the pleaſing proſpe& ſhe 
had from her daughter's approaching alliance. 
Caveattempted to reply, but grief quite choak- 
ed her utterance, and I ſhall therefore leave her 


to recover herſelf, and go in ſearch of Ragotin, 


CHAP. 


FF 


The adventure of the Gibbet. A Carriage ar- 
rives full of Nobility. 


UR comedians met with great ſucceſs in 

Allencon. As their performance was lik- 
ed, they had every night, a crowded and brilli- 
ant audience. Buſineſs was conducted without 
the leaſt confuſion or diſorder, nothing went 
wrong, as Ragotin had not a hand in it, for 
they took care to give him nothing to do, left 
the ill fate, which conſtantly attended him, 
ſhould make him unluckily ſpoil it. This the 
little man took in great dudgeon, for by the by, 
he had a high opinion of his talents for the 
ſtage. There was nothing he ever meddled 
with, or undertook, but he marr'd by his folly, 


or his vanity. Rancour, though the moſt im- 


proper perſon breathing for a confidant, was 
the only one to whom he'd unboſom himſelf. 


To him he'd often complain, and aſk if it 


was not ſhameful, that a man of his talents, 
ſhould be treated ſo cruelly. The other always 
took care to acquieſce in his opinion, and flatter 
his extravagant vanity, for he was ſure to be 
paid on the double in treats for his condeſcenſi- 


on, or he had too much ill-nature, to ſpeak 
well of any human being. There was a ſmall 


town about fifteen miles from Allencon, called 
Beaumont le Vicomte, in which there was a 
large market every Monday. . It ſeems Ragotin 


had ſome money due to him there, and fixed 
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170 THE COMIC 
on that day to go there, in order to receive it. 
He acquainted the company with his reſolution, 
and aſked leave to go there, which was granted 
him. Rancour aſked him how he intended to 
travel? the little man replied, on foot, for as it 
was but a ſmall diſtance, and tradeſmen walk- 
ing there every day, who would be comany to 
him, he thought it better to ſave the price of 
hiring a horſe. Accordinzly he went and aſked 
a pedlar who lived next door to him, and had 
connections at Beaumont le Vicomte, whether 
he was diſpoſed to walk there on the Monday 
following. The other replied, he would, pro- 
vided Ragotin would ſet out with him as ſoon as 
ever the moon roſe, which was about an hour 
after midnight. "Though Ragotin had no great 
ſtomach to travel at ſuch a ſeaſon, yet rather 
than go without a companion, or be at the ex- 
pence of hiring a horſe, he agreed to it. A lit- 
tle before they left home, a poor ſmith ſet out 
on the ſame road. He had a wallet filled with 
nails and tools on his back, and was accuſtomed 
to follow the tradeſmen of a market day, in or- 
der to earn a penny by faſtening on a horſe's 
ſhoe, if it ſhould come looſe. As he ſaw no- 
body either before or behind him, he judged 
that he had got up too early. Beſides, he was 
ſeized with a panic, when he recolle&ed that he 
muſt-paſs cloſe to a gibbet, where there was a 
number of criminals ſtrung up. He therefore 
ſtept behind a hedge, and laid his head down 
upon a little hillock, in order to take a nap, till 
ſome one paſſed by. - He had not lain there 
long, when Ragotin and the Pedlar came up ; 
but as neither of them ſpoke, they did not diſ- 
turb him. At length they arrived at the gib- 
bet, which as ſoon as Ragotin deſcribed, he 
propoſed counting the bodies that were hang- 
| 7 ing 
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ing on it. His fellow traveller, who happened 


to be a good-natured, eaſy tempered man, com- 
plied with this whimſical humour, and accord- 
ingly they came up to the gibbet. But when 
they were nearer, they perceived one of the 
bodies had fallen down. Ragotin, who never 
undertook an abſurdity without being determin- 
ed to go through with it, aſked the Pedlar to 
aſſiſt him to hang up the dead carcaſe again, 
which they accompliſhed without much difficul- 
ty, as it was quite ſtiff and dry. Then having 


found that there were fifteen hung beſides this 


fellow, they proceeded on their journey. They 
had not gone twenty paces, when Ragotin, de- 
ſirous to give a ſpecimen of his turn for raille- 
ry, obſerved, that he had forgot to enquire of 
the gentleman he had juſt fixed on the gibbet, 
whether he would travel with them or no. 
He therefore hallooed out, will you join com- 
pany, Sir? The Smith, whom I mentioned 
before, being only in a doze, immediately rouſ- 
ed himſelf, and imagining that it was to him 
they ſpoke, cried out, yes, gentlemen, I will 
if you'll wait for me. The Pedlar and Rago- 
tin taking it for granted, that it was the ghoſt 


of the criminal who ſpoke, ran as if the devil 


was at their heels.. In the mean time the Smith 
continued to purſue them, with his tools and 
irons clinking on his back, which increaſed the 
apprehenſions of our heroes ſo much, that they 
made a dead ſtand, quite overcome with terror 
and fatigue. As ſoon as the Smith overtook 
them, the Pedlar knew him, to the great jo 

of Ragotin, who expected nothing leſs than 
death for his preſumption. In ſhort, as they 


were all equally. frightened, they were ſoon re- 


conciled, and travelled in company together to 
Beaumont, where Ragotin diſpatched what he 
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had to do, and next day returned to Allencon. 
He related the adventure to the players, who 
were ready to expire with laughing at the reci- 
tal. In the height of their mirth they were in- 
terrupted by the arrival of a carriage full of 
country gentry. It was Mr. de Freſney, who 
was going to give away in marriage his only 
daughter, and was now come to requeſt the 
comedians would celebrate the nuptials, by 
performing a play at his houſe. 'The aQors 
told him that they muſt have time to prepare 
themſelves, and he allowed them eight days. 
He and his company then went to dinner, and 
immediately afterwards ſet out again. The 
Prior of St. Lewis came to viſit his theatrical 
acquaintances. Stella told him that he was 
welcome, for that he had ſaved her the trouble 
of ſending Olive for him, as ſhe intended, in 
order to claim his promiſe ; but he did not 
ſtand in need of ſo much intreaty, for he de- 
clared, he came for that purpoſe. 'The aQreſ- 
ſes ſeated themſelves on the bed, and the ac- 
tors on the chairs. They next made the door 
faſt, and left orders with the ſervant that they 
were not at home, if enquired for. There 
was a general ſilence. Then the Prior related 
what you will find in the following . chapter, if 
you'll take the trouble to read it. 
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The Hiftory of the Prior of St. Lewis, and the 
arrival of Mr. de Verville, | 


HE beginning of this hiſtory muſt be ra- 
ther tedious, as it treats merely of kin- 
dred and genealogy. However it appears to me 
neceſſary, for the better underſtanding of what 
follows, I was born in this town, of a good 
family, Both my grandmothers were women 
of quality, but being younger daughters, and 


therefore having little or no fortune, they were . 
married, one to a woollen and the other to a linen- 


draper. My grandfather by my father's ſide had 


four ſons, of which, he was the eldeſt. My 


mother's father had two ſons and two daugh- 
ters. When ſhe married my father, he was de- 
clined in years, and had dropped his buſineſs in 
order to follow the law, which was the cauſe I 
had not ſoample a proviſion as I might have 


had. Indeed on my mother's ſide it was rather 


a match of qbedience than choice. They liv- 
ed together for ſeveral years before they had 
any iſſue, at length my mother became preg- 


nant, and having gone her uſual time, brought 


me into the world. I was baptized two days 
after my birth. With reſpeQ& to the name J 


got, it is no way pertinent to my ſtory. I had a 
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rich nobleman for my god-father, who was a 
neighbour of my father's, and very intimate 
with him. As I was an only child, I was rear'd 
very tenderly, perhaps too much ſo, for one of 
my rank. However, as I did not turn out a 
blockhead when I grew up, I was greatly ca- 
reſſed by every body, but chiefly by my god-fa- 
ther, who had but one daughter, and ſhe was 
married to a relation of my mother's. She had 
two fons, one a year elder, the other a year 
younger than: I was, butaltogether as clowniſh 
and dull as I appeared ſprightly and intelligent. 
This made my god-father often ſend for me 
when he had company, and ſometimes he 
would ha ve the firſt nobility with him. I ſung, 
danced, and chatter'd away to entertain them, 
and I was always kept ſo neat, that I was. fit 
to appear any where. He would have made 
my fortune had he lived, but he was ſuddenly 
cut off, on a journey to Paris. At that time 
his death made very little impreſſion no me, but 
the loſs I ſuſtained by it, has made me often 
bitterly lament it ſince. My mother ſent me to 
| college, and I applied to my ſtudies with 

great induſtry ; but when ſhe faw that my in- 
clination led me to the church, ſhe had me im- 
mediately called home, in order to launch me 
into the world, notwithſtanding the ſolemn vow 
ſhe made before her pregnancy, of conſecrat- 
ing the fruit of her womb to the ſervice of God, 
if he would bleſs her with an offspring. She 
was quite different from other . mothers, who 
uſually takepains towith hold from their children 
the means of diſſipation. For ſhe conſtantly 
ſupplied me with money that I might indulge 
myſelf at every public amuſement. Nevertheleſs 
as I was not viciouſly inclined I never abuſ- 


ed her bounty. I had contraQted a ſtrict inti- 


macy 


ROMANCE. 175 
macy with a young fellow ſome years older than 
myſelf, who was ſon to an officer, and who had 
two ſiſters. His father had a houſe in this 
beautiful park, which, as you may have heard, 
was formerly the reſidence of the Dukes of Al- 
lencon. All his poſſeſſions here, were a grant 
from the Queen his miſtreſs, on whom the 
Dutchy was ſettled, we paſſed our time in the 
park with delight and tranquillity. But we 
paſſed it like children, without reflecting on the 
preſent, or dreaming of the future. I can ne- 
ver call to mind thoſe days of innocence and 
pleaſure without regret; I can never tread the 
ſcenes of my early enjoyment without a ſigh; 
when my heart was a ſtranger to anguiſh, and 
my griefs and diſappointments like April clouds, 
ſoon ſucceeded and diſſipated by ſunſhine, My 
friend's father, whoſe name was de Freſne, had 
a brother an officer in the King's houſhold, who 
ſent to him for his ſon, in order to porvide for 
him. Before his departure he came to take 
leave of me, and this was the farſt time I ever 
felt grief. We wept bitterly at ſeparating. I 
had ſoon greater cauſe of affliction, for in about 
three months after, his motherinformed me of 
his death. I felt this misfortune as ſtrongly. as 
one of my age was capable of, and I went to 
mingle my tears with his ſiſter on this melan- 
choly occaſion. But when, time, which can 
remove the ſharpeſt; affliction, had in ſome 
meaſure alleviated this, Mrs. de Freſne came 
one day to requeſt my mother would let me go 
to give her younger daughter ſome inſtructions 
for writing, (ſhe was called du Lis, in order to 
diſtinguiſh her from her elder ſiſter, who bore. 


the family name) ſhe told her that the writing- 


maſter who taught her was gone away, adding, 
that though there were ſeveral others, they 
os I 4 were 
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were unwilling to teach in private houſes, and 
that ſne did not think it proper for one of her 
daughter's rank to be ſeen rambling to ſchool. 
She begged pardon for the liberty ſhe had 
taken, but hoped it would. be placed to the 
ſcore of friendſhip. She concluded with obſerv- 
ing, that it might be the means of bringing 
about an affair of more conſequence, meaning 
our marriage, which they had long determined 
on between themſelves. My mother propoſed 
xt to me, andthe moment I had dined, I flew 
to execute her commands, feeling even then a 
ſecret impulſe actuate me, but which I could 
not account for, nor indeed took the trouble to 
reflect on. I was ſcarce eight days in my new 
employment, when du Lis, who was by much 
the handſomer of the two ſiſters, grew very in- 
timate with me, and would often in raillery call 
me her little maſter. It was then my heart 
firſt began to experience emotions, it was before 
a ſtranger to, and it was the ſame with du Lis. 
We became inſeparable, and our greateſt plea- 
ſure was to be left alone, a happineſs we often 
enjoyed. This delightful intercourſe continued 
for about fix months, without our ever ex- 
changing a ſyllable on the ſubje& of the paſſion 
which poſſeſſed us, except in the language of 
the eyes. One day I attempted to celebrate 
her beauty in verſe, but as it was my firſt eſſay, 
1 failed. I then began to ſtud your beſt roman- 
ces and poets, and in. reading the works of 
Marot, I met with the following lines, which 
I thought admirably adapted to my purpoſe. 


Bright Sylvia oft in frolic names 
Young Damon for her maſter ; 
And yet the wanton only aims 
Too fix his chains the faſter: 
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Did ſhe deſign indeed to bleſs, 

She'd not as maſter greet him; 

The term ne'er makes her pow'r the leſs, 
Then like a miſtreſs treat him. 


I gave her theſe verſes, and I perceived by 
her countenance, that ſhe read them with plea- 


ſure. She put them into her boſom, from 


whence they dropped, and were afterwards 
picked up by her elder ſiſter. As ſoon as ſhe 
had diſcovered her loſs and the perſon who had 
found them, ſhe requeſted her to reſtore them 
again, which the other making ſome difficulty 


of, ſhe went and complained to her mother, 


who immediately obtained them for her. This 
accident gave me great hopes ; yet ſtill my fa- 


mily diſheartened me. Whilſt; time thus glid- 


ed away inſenſibly, my father and mother, who 
were far advanced in life, conſulted . about get- 
ting me a wife, and one day broke the matter 
to myſelf. My mother acquainted me with the 
deſign. ſhe had formed of matching me with 
Miſs du Freſne, as I have already related; 
but my father, being a very worldly man, re- 
plied, that, her family was too great for me; 
and beſides that, ſhe had not money enough. 
As I was an only ſon, and my father very rich, 
and as I was likewiſe heir to my uncle, my 
alliance was courted by many; but I could 
think of no one but my dear du Lis. There 
happened tobe at that time troops raifing here 
to march into Denmark, under the command 
of Count Montgomery; finding myſelf perſe- 


cuted and perplexed with the ſolicitations of my 
parents to marry, and ſeeing no proſpeCt of my 
Ls 5 obtaining 
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obtaining the woman I really loved, I deter- 
mined to gointo the army, and accordingly en- 
tered a volunteer, with three of my acquain- 
tances, who ſet out upon the ſame expedition, 
My father and mother were inconſolable at my 
departure; the latter, in: particular, whom 
grief bronght to the gates of death. I did not 
know what effect it had on du Lis, as I kept 
every thing a ſecret from her ; but ſhe has ſince 
told me. We embarked at Havre-de-Grace, 
and had a fair and pleaſant gale till we came 
near the Sound, then à violent ſtorm aroſe, 
which diſperſed our little fleet, and drove the 
Count's ſhip, in which I was on board, to the 
mouth of the river Thames, from whence we 
were taken by the tide up to London, the me- 
tropolis of England. We remained here for ſix 
weeks, during which time, I had an opportu- 
nity of viſiting every thing curious in this vaſt 
and magnificent city. Count Montgomery de- 
_ termined to return home, but as I did not 
chooſe to accompany him, I aſked his permiſ- 
ſion to take the route to Paris, which he grant- 
ed. I therefore embarked on board a veſſel 
bound for Rouen, where I arrived without 
meeting any abcident. I then hired a boat 
which brought me up to Paris, where I met 
with a near relation, who was wax-chandler to 
the King. By his intereſt I got into the 
guards; he likewiſe/ ſupplied me with .cloaths 
and money, ſothat I was enabled to rank with 
ſeveral young fellows of excellent families, who 
carried the muſket} as well as myſelf. At this 
jod there was an inſurrection of the nobili- 
ty with the Duke of Orleans, the King's bro- 
ther at their head; but their rebellious deſigns 
were defeated by the vigilance and abilities of 
> Cardinal Richlieu. However, it occaſioned: his 
N Majeſty 
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Majeſty to march into Bretagny with a formi- 
dable power. Wearrived at Nants, where the 
Count de Calais was the firſt who loſt his head 
for being a rebel, This ſtruck ſuch a terror 
through the reſt, that they all applied for par- 
don, and his. Majeſty returned peaceably to 
Paris. He paſſed through the town of Mans, 
where my. father, notwithſtanding his age. and 
infirmities, was come in ſearch of me; for he 
had been informed by his relation in Paris, that 
I was in the guards. He applied for my diſ- 
charge and obtained it. We then returned 
back to this town, where my father and mo- 
ther determined at all events to get me married, 
in order to prevent my rambling in future. I 
was introduced for this purpoſe by a relation of 
my own to a young Lady who lived about three 
leagues from. this, but after an hour's conver- 
ſation which I had with her, when my couſin 
aſked me how I liked her; I replied coldly, 
not at all, Not becauſe ſhe was not handſome, 
or my equal in fortune, but I beheld every wo-- 
man with indifference after du Lis, who had 
the entire poſſeſſion of my heart. I had an 
uncle, by my mother's ſide, of whom I ſtood 
in great awe. One afternoon he came to our 
houſe, and rated me ſeyerely, for my contempt, 
as he termed it, of this young Lady. He told 
me,. that I muſt viſit her. again at the aproach- 
ing Eaſter, for that it was an alliance my ſupe- 
riors would eſteem themſelves honoured in ob- 
taining, .., I,,was: ſo, much intimidated from his 
manner of ſpeaking, and ſo harraſſed from con- 
tinual perſecution upon the ſame ſubject, that I 
had not ſpirits to make him a reply. At the en- 
ſuing feſtival, I went, accompanied by my cou- 

ſin, to viſit my intended bride. We ſtaid three 
n at her father's, during which time there 
Was 
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was nothing but feaſting and merriment to make 
us welcome. We likewiſe went to-viſit an un- 
cle of the young Lady's, who was curate at a 
large country town almoſt a league from her 
father*sAouſe, where we met with a moſt cor- 
dial reception; in ſhort, I returued as J went ; 

that is to fay, as inſenſible to love as before. 
However, 1 it was determined we ſhould be mar- 
ried in a fortnight. Accordingly at the 'expi- 
ration of that term, I went back accompanied 
by three of my couſins, two lawyers, and an 
attorney ; but by good fortune, nothing was 
concluded on, and the marriage was put off till 
the following Whiſuntide; but the old proverb 
which ſays, © Man propoſes, but God dif- 
Poſes,” was verified in the preſent inſtance. 
*For my father was taken ill a few days before 
the feſtival J have mentioned, and my mother 
Immediately after, and both their diſeaſes ter- 
minated in death. My mother expired on 


Tueſday, and my father the "Thurſday follow- 


ing. I myfelf too, was exceedingly indiſpof- 
ed; however, I muſtered up what Intle 
ſtrength I: had left, and went to viſit my un- 
cle, for he was confined to his bed by a fevere 
fit of ſickneſs, which put a period to his exif- 
tence in fifteen days. As ſoon as decency would 


permit, my friends fpoke to me about the young 


Lady who had been propoſed to me for a wife; 
but I would not liften to it, 48 there was nobo- 
dy now living who had a right to'ſway my incli- 
nations: beſides my heart lay in this park, 
where L often indulged myſelf in a melancho- 
ly walk, but more ' frequently ' wandered there 
in imagination. One morning early, before ! 
expected any one was up at Mr. de Frefne's, I 
paſſed by his houſe, and was aſtoniſhed to hear 


du Lis finging in a balcony, the old ſong which 


has 
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has the following repetition at the concluſion of 
every verſe, 


Why is the idol of my foul away * 


Her well known accents thrilled ſweetly to my 
heart, which fluttered and trembled as I ap- 
proached her, as if eager to quit my breaſt, 
and ſeize the part it ſeemed conſcious of poſſeſ- 
ſing in hers. Her preſence threw me into ſuch 
an agitation, that J cou'd fcarce open my lips. 
However, I told her, as well as I could ex- 
preſs it, that I hoped ſhe had no longer cauſe 
to lament the abſence of a lover ; and that if 
ſhe would once more liften to my addreſſes, ſhe 
would find me the moſt faithful and paſſionate 
of men. She replied, by inverting the words 
of the ſong ſhe was linging, 


Behold the idol of my heart is near. 


J intreated her to give me a proof of the ſin- 
cerity of this declaration, by opening the door 
and letting me in. This the inſtantly complied 
with, and 1 was received by the whole family 
with all their former tenderneſs and affe ction. 
Her mother aſked me how I could be ſo cruel, 

as never to viſit them'? but owned that ſhe at- 
tributed it to the illneſs and death of my pa- 
rents however; ſhe adviſed me not to yield too 
much to grief, but indulge myfelf in amuſe- 
ments as uſual; and in a word, that I ſhould 
be always welcome at her houſe. 1 attempted 
to make a reply, but my thoughts were ſo en- 
tirely occupied with my dear du Lis, that 1 


fancy it was too confuſed for her to make any 


ſenſe of it. I was invited to come next morn- 
ing to a milk breakfaſt, Which in this country, 
: you. 
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you know is thought a high treat; and a deli- 
cious one it is, anſwered Stella; but let me not 
interrupt you, Sir. The Prior continued, when 
J was about to take my leave, du Lis's mother 
aſked me, if it would be agreeable to me to 
accompany her and her daughters on a viſit to 
an old Gentleman, a relation of their*s, who 


lived two leagues off. I replied, that ſhe 


would have made me much happier, if ſhe had 
delivered this as an abſolute command, rather 
than enjoined it as a requeſt. The journey 
was fixed for next day.. 'The mother rode a 
mule of her own, the elder daughter rode a 
beaſt belonging to her father, and my dear du 
Lis travelled behind me. I leave you to judge 
what was our converſation on the road; for m 

part, I do not remember a ſyllable of it. All 
I can tell you, is that du Lis and I parted from 
the reſt of the company to enjoy without inter- 
ruption thoſe delicate pleaſures, which ever 


' ſpring from ſincere and mutual affection. From 


that time my viſits became. more frequent, and 
continued during the whole ſummer and autumn 
following. It would be tedious, to relate the 
particulars of what paſſed at our ſeveral inter- 
views. Though they afforded me the moſt ex- 
quiſite delight, I fancy few but enamoratos, 


cou'd reliſh a detail of them. However, I can- 


not help dwelling upon the calm joys. I have of- 
ten taſted under the ſhade of this foreſt, when 


retired. from the buſtle of company, with the 
dear partner of my affection. At the time the 


heat of the ſun was ſcorching and intolerable, 
we have ſat under the cover of this wood, up- 
on the brink of the beautiful river which di- 
vides it. What ſweet ſenſations have I felt as 
the breeze came wafted freſh from its boſom, 
whilſt my dear du Lis ſat by my fide marking 

/ | the 
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the tranquil progreſs of the ſtream, dimpling 
into eddies, and kiſſing the ſedge as it wheeled 
along. Theſe were the ſweeteſt moments of 
my life; and even in recollection give me plea- 
ſure. One day as I was buſied making cyder, 
du Lis came to enquire for me. I diſcovered 
at once by her countenance, that ſomething 
diſturbed her mind, nor was I deceived in my 
conjecture ; for after rallying me a little on my 
dreſs, and the ſituation ſhe found me in, ſhe 
took me aſide and told me, that the Gentleman, 
whoſe daughier was at her brother-in-law's, had 
brought another with him, whom he intended 
propoſing to her for a huſband, and that ſhe had 
ſtole out in order to acquaint me of this. 
Though I am certain, continued ſhe, I can 


never countenance his paſſion, or be brought 


to yield to ſuch a match, ſtill J would much 
rather you would contrive ſome method of di- 
verting him from his purpoſe, than ſuffer me 
to be teazed with his addreſſes. I bid her re- 
turn home immediately, and appear chearful 


and unconcerned as uſual, in order to prevent 


ſuſpicion, but that ſhe might depend, this new 
ſuitor ſhould give her no farther uneaſineſs after 
to-morrow at noon. Du Lis was tranſported 
at the promiſe I had made her, and went back 
immediately. For my part, I abandoned my 
cyder preſs to the care of my ſervants, went 
home and dreſſed, then proceeded in ſearch of 

ſome particular intimates I had, for you muſt 
know, that there were fifteen young fellows of 
us, who had each his favourite miſtreſs, and 
all lived in ſuch harmony, that whoever offend- 
ed one, offended the whole. But what gave 


the firmeſt cement to our friendſhip, was a vow 


we had made to unite in oppoſing any one who 
ſhould attempt to rival us. I acquainted this 


little 
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little party with what you have juſt heard, and 
they all agreed to go in ſearch of the ſpark who 
came to take away my miſtreſs, and compel 
Him to reſign his pretenſions. Accordingly we 
Proceeded to his lodging, where we found him 
at ſupper, with the perſon who was to intro- 
duce him. We treated him with no kind of 
ceremony, but told him at once, that if he 
conſulted his ſafety, he*d decamp immediately, 
and not put us to the neceſſity of obliging him 
to do it. His friend replied, that we were un- 
acquainted with their buſineſs there, and that 
though we did know it, it did not concern us. 
I then advanced, and clapping my hand to my 
ſword, replied, that ] was deeply concerned in 
the buſineſs he came about, and that unleſs he 
dropt all notion of proſecuting it farther, I 
would take care to put a final check to his pro- 
ceedings. My rival anſwered, that we were 
not upon an equality, or I dare not ſpeak thus. 
I told him, I could ſoon adjuſt that matter, 
then chooſing one of my companions for a ſe- 
cond, I deſired him and his friend to follow me, 
which they were going to do, but were pre- 
vented by the landlord, and one of his ſons, 
who told them, they had much better go about 
their buſineſs, and not meddle with us. The 
Gentlemen took their advice, and have never 
been heard of fince. Next day I went to viſt 
du Lis, to whom I related the whole tranſac- 
tion. She was greatly rejoiced at what had 
happened ; but declared, that the often repent- 
ed of having ſpoken to me, left what ſhe pro- 
poſed might expoſe me to any danger. As 
winter and the long nights came on, we found 
our evenings paſs very heavy; therefore I re-_ 
ſolved to give a ball, but firft conſult du Lis, 
whom I found very well diſpoſed to reliſh the 
entertainment. 
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entertainment. I next aſked her father's per- 
miſſion, and obtained it. The Sunday follow- 


ing we had a dance, and had ſeveral more at dif- 


ferent times after ; but they always brought 
ſuch a crowd of company, that du Lis adviſed 
me to drop them and think of ſome other 
amuſement. I then propoſed ſtudying a play, 
which was put in execution. Here Stella in- 
terrupted him, and ſaid, now you mention a 
play, are your adventures much longer, for it's 


growing late, and I fancy ſupper time is almoſt 


at hand, 'The Prior replied, that there was 
near as much more at leaſt to relate. It was 
therefore thought beſt to defer the concluſion 
till ſome other time, in order to give the actors 
an opportunity of ſtudying their parts. But if 
there was no ſuch cauſe to break off the ſtory, 
the arrival of M. de Verville muſt have ſtopt 


it, who entered the room where they were fit- 
ting without interruption, as the centinel plac- / 


ed at the door had fallen aſleep. The compa- 
ny were ſurpriſed at this unexpected viſit. He 
aſſured both actors and actreſſes, that he was 
exceedingly glad to ſee them; but chiefly Deſ- 
tiny, whom he embraced ſeveral times, and 
moreover acquainted him with the reaſon of his 
journey, as you will find in the following chap- 
ter, 
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Se Ha 


Deſtiny and Leander reſolve to eſpouſe Stella and 


ngelica. 


HE Prior of Saint Lewis was for retiring, 
but Deſtiny requeſted that he would ſtay 
to ſupper, adding, that Mr. de Verville had 


likewiſe promiſed to do him that honour. The 


hoſteſs was aſked if ſhe had any thing good in 
the houſe, to which ſhe replied in the affirma- 
tive. 'The cloth was then laid, and an excel- 
lent ſupper ſerved up in a little time after. Se- 
veral toaſts were drank, and every body was in 
high ſpirits. As ſoon as the table was cleared, 
Deſtiny aſked Mr, de Verville the reaſon of 
travelling into theſe parts. He ſaid, that it 
was not on account of the death of his brother- 
in-law, Saldaigne, for whom his ſiſters were as 
little concerned-as himſelf; but having ſome 
buſineſs of conſequence to tranſa& at Rennes 
in Bretany, he had turned out of his way, 
merely for the pleaſure of ſeeing them. Deſti- 
ny then acquainted him with Saldaigne's baſe 
deſign, and the ſucceſs of it; and in ſhort, 
with all which you have already read upon the 
ſubject. Verville ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, 
and declared that he thought he deſerved the 


fate he had met with. After ſupper he began to 


con tra & an intimacy with the Prior, who, hav- 
ing drank a few glaſſes of wine, wiſhed the 
5 3 company 
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company a good night, and withdrew, Ver- 
ville then took Deſtiny aſide, and aſked him 
why Leander was in black, and what was the 


reaſon ſo many ſervants were alſo in mourning. 


Deſtiny explained the matter to him, and at 
the ſame time informed him of Leander's reſo- 
lution to eſpouſe Angelica. And when do you 
intend to venture upon matrimony, replied Ver- 
ville? I think it is full time to throw off the 
maſk, and let the world know who you are, 
which can only be effected by marriage; ad- 
ding, that if he and Leander were expediti- 
ous, he would wait for both their weddings. 
Deitiny's anſwer was, that he muſt firſt conſult 


Stella; accordingly ſhe was ſent for, and when 


the matter was broke to her, ſhe ſaid ſhe would 
always acquieſce in the better judgment of her 
friends. In fine, it was reſolved, that as ſoon 
as Verville had diſpatched his buſineſs at Rennes, 
which he might do in fifteen days at fartheſt, 
he was to return to Allencon, and every thing 
was to be concluded. Verville then wiſhed the 


company a good night, and retired to bed, 


Next day he ſet out for Bretany, and immedi- 
ately upon his arrival at Rennes, went to viſit 
Mr. Garouffiere. After the uſual ceremonies, 
that gentleman informed him, that there was 


at that time, a company of comedians in town, 


one of which had a ſtrong reſemblance to Cave. 
The day following he went to the play, in or- 


der to ſee this perſon, but the inſtant he beheld 


his face, he was perſuaded that he was nearly 
related to that actreſs. When the play was 
over, he went behind the ſcenes, and ſpoke to 
him; aſked him where he came from, and how 
long he had been in the company? To theſe 
queſtions he made ſuch replies, as convinced 
Verville that he was the brother Cave had ee 
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when her father was killed by the Baron de Si- 
gonac's page. This he frankly owned himſelf, 
adding, that he had often enquired for his ſiſ- 
ter, but without ſucceſs. Verville then told 
him, that ſhe was in a company of players at 
Allencon, and that ſhe had had ſeveral misfor- 
tunes; but that ſhe was now in ſight of proſpe- 

rity, as ſhe had a very fine girl a daughter, who 
was going to be married toa young Lord, with 
an eſtate of twelve thouſand livres a year. He 
informed him, that he was tobe at the wedding ; 
and that all his fiſter wanted to complete her 
happineſs was to find him. The comedian aſk- 
ed Mr. de Verville, to grant him the honour 
of accompanying him, which the other imme- 
diately complied with. In the mean time, he 
ſet about concluding the buſineſs which brought 
him to Rennes, which we ſhall leave him to 
tranſaQ, and return to our friends at Allencon. 
The ſame day, Mr. de Verville departed for 
Bretany, the Prior of St. Lewis came to ac- 
quaint the players, that he was fent for by the 
Biſhop of Sees, about ſome affair of impor- 
tance, but promiſed upon his return to come 
and give them the ſequel of his adventures. 
He then ſet out on his journey, and they began 
to prepare for their departure. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X 


What happened on the Road to Freſnay. A freſb 
Diſaſter which befel Ragotin. | 


HE day before the wedding, a coach and 
ſome ſaddle horſes were ſent to the play- 

ers. Deſtiny, Leander, Olive, and the wo- 
men, got into the carriages, and the reſt of the 
company mounted the horſes. As for Ragotin, 
he rode his own beaſt, which was now reco- 
vered of a lameneſs it had, and ſtill in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, becauſe nobody would purchaſe it from 
him. He endeavoured to perſuade Stella or An- 
gelica to come behind him, alledging, that they 
would fit much eaſier on horſeback, than in 
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Y ſuch a jolting uneaſy. conveyance ; however, 
; his politeneſs was loſt, as neither one nor the 
1 other would accept of his offer. In travelling 


from Allencon to Freſnay, it is neceſſary to paſs 
through part of the foreſt of Perſaine, -which 
lies in the province of Maine. They had not 
proceeded far in the foreſt, when Ragotin, 
who always led the van, hallooed out to the 
coachman to ſtop, for that he deſcribed a troo 
of horſemen approaching them. 'Though his 
advice was not taken, in making a ſtand, yet 
every man ſet himſelf upon his guard. When 
the horſemen drew nearer, Ragotin declared it 
was Rappiniere with his archers. Stella turned 
pale at this intelligence, but Deſtiny ma 
er 
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her that the villain dare not inſult them before 
his archers, and ſo many of Mr. de Freſnay's 
ſervants; beſides, that they were now very 
near that gentleman's houſe. Rappiniere knew 
them at once, and coming up to the carriage, 
ſaluted the actors and aQtreſſes. He told them 
that he was in purſuit of ſome highwaymen, 
who, he was informed had taken this route. 
Whilſt he was ſpeaking to the ladies, a very 
mettleſome beaſt belonging to one of his arch- 
ers, leaped upon Ragotin's horſe's neck, which 
frightened the creature ſo much, that he fel] 
back with his rider, and got entangled. amongſt 
the briars and trees, which grew every where 
exceedingly cloſe. Some of the branches hap- 
pened to be dry, and one of them unluckily 
faſtened in Ragotin's doublet ; as it goaded him 
ſeverely, he endeavoured to extricate himſelf 
by ſpurring the horſe, but the moment the ani- 
mal ſprung forward, little Ragotin was left ſuſ- 
pended in the air, without any thing to ſupport 
him but the bough of the tree. He roared out 
luſtily for help, but every body was ſeized with 
ſuch an immoderate fit of laughter, that not 
one had power to go to his aſſiſtance. At length, 
when they grew tired, the coachman, who was 
a ſtrong luſty fellow, took him down. He 
then got Olive's ſeat in the carriage, and that 
comedian rode his horſe for the remainder of 
the journey. Rappiniere continued his route, 
and the actors arrived ſafe at Freſnay. They 
then ſent for a ſurgeon, in order to have a lit- 
tle ſport with Ragotin, whom they had perſua- 
ded to think himſelf deſperately wounded. 'The 
ſurgeon, who had previouſly got the wink, con- 
fined him to his bed, and ordered him a regi- 
men; by theſe means he loſt the grand ball 
which was given after ſupper. Deſtiny and 
2 85 | Stella 
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Stella danced a ſaraband with univerſal applauſe. 
Next day the players performed, and Ragotin 
ventured out in his night-cap to ſee it. In 
ſhort, the company were well entertained, and 
the morning following, after breakfaſt, were 


paid, and thanked for their performance. They 


arrived ſafely at Allencon, where they met the 
Prior of St. Lewis, juſt returned from his jour- 
ney. He went to vifit our comedians, when 
Stella called upon him to conclude his ſtory, 
which he did in the manner you will find related 
in the following chapter. 
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THE COMIC 
CH AP x 


Tie Concluſion of the Hiſtory of the Prior of Fr. 


Lewis. 


F arecital of what paſſed in the early part of 
my life, (which was one uninterrupted ſcene 

of peace and contentment) appeared tedious and 
unintereſting, how little entertainment can be 
expected from what follows? a period which 
furniſhes only a ſeries of diſappointments and 
misfortunes. But to proceed. As ſoon as we 
were all perfect in our parts, we acted the play 
in M. de Freſne's houſe; and though we took 
infinite pains to keep it a ſecret, yet it made a 
great noiſe in the neighbourhood. The day of 
the performance, we were crowded with com- 


pany, though the park gate had been ſhut, in 


order to keep them out. After the play, du 


Lis and I opened the ball, and we continued 
dancing till midnight. So much pleaſure did we 
take in our new amuſement, that we privately 
ſtudied another play. In the! mean time, I 
conſtantly viſited at Mr. de Freſne's. One day 
as we were all ſitting together near the fire, a 
young fellow came in, who was aſked to ſit 
down. After about a quarter of an hour's chat, 
he drew a little cafe from his pocket, which 
.contained a portrait in wax, very happily exe- 
cuted, which he ſaid, was his miſtreſs's pic- 
ture. When the ladies had done looking at 


prize, 


it, I took it in my hand, but what was my ſur- 
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prize, when I diſcovered it was deſigned for a 
likeneſs of du Lis. Concluding immediately 
that this was ſome pretender to the woman I 
loved, I threw both box and picture into the 
fire, where the little waxen image was melted 
in an inſtant. He attempted to fave it, but I 
threatened, if he did not deſiſt, to throw him- 
ſelf after it. Mr. de Freſne, (who at that 
time had as great an affection for me, as he has 
ſince conceived an averſion) ſwore he'd ſhew him 
the ſhort way down ſtairs. In ſhort, we terri- 
fied the poor Devil ſo much, that he quitted 
the room in great confuſion. I followed him, 
and told him, that if he had any pretenſions to 
du Lis, he muſt either reſign them, or reſolve 
to determine whoſe ſhe ſhould be by the deciſi- 
on of the ſword; but this he thought proper to 
decline, ſo I was left in peaceable poſſeſſion of 
my miſtreſs. The Sunday following we per- 
formed the ſame piece we had done before, ina 
large parlour belonging to one of the neighbours ; 
but we added an interlude to it, which I had in- 
vented : The ſubjeQ of it was, The Power of 
Love over the Hearts of the Shepherds.“ A Cupid 
firſt appeared with his emblematical arms of 
ſhafts and bow; then the ſhepherds and ſhep- 
herdeſſes entered two and two, dreſſed all in 
white, with their garments dreſſed with little 
knots of blue ribbon, which was du Lis's co- 
lour. As ſoon as they were all on the ſtage, 
they formed themſelves into a figure which re- 
preſented the letters of du Lis's name. Love 
ſhot an arrow at every ſhepherd, and ſcattered 
flames amongſt the ſhepherdeſſes; then all 
kneeled, in token of ſubmiſſion to his ſway. P 
had written ſome verſes which were ſpoken on 
the occaſion, but I have ſince forgotten them. 
In the numberleſs little amuſements of this kind, 
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we heguiled the hours. For my part, as L en- 
joved the converſation of my dear du Lis, I 
thought myſelf. perfectly happy. One Sunday 
evening. we agreed to have a little water part 

alter. ſupper on the river, but reſolved. to con- 
fine it to. a. ſele& few. IL immediately went to 
engage a boat, and brought it at the hour ap- 
pointed up tae the park gate, where the ladies 
were to meet us. Three young fellows, with 
whom. they were ſlightly acquainted, unluckily 
Joined them; and: though, they attempted ſeve- 
ral times to ſhake them off, they had. ſtill the 
rudeneſs to teize them with their company. As 
we obſerved: theſe ſtrangers, inſtead. of landing 
at the park gate, as had been agreed, we made 
a ſign to them to follow, and rowed to another 
part of the river. The moment I landed, the 
firſt perſon L met was Mr. de Freſne, who im- 
mediately aſked, where I had left his daughters ? 
The queſtien was ſo abrupt, and my meeting 
him ſo unexpected, that: I was quite confuſed, 
and I. very ſimply told him, that I had not ſeen 
them that afternoon. He wiſhed me a good 
night, and went directly towards the park gate. 
Here he met his daughters, and aſked them 
where they had: been at that hour, and with 
whom. Du Lis replied, we have been taking 
a walk with ſuch a one, mentioning my name. 
The old gentleman, recolleQing that he had 


but juſt. ſpoke to me, and that I had declared 1 


had net ſeen them for the evening, gave poor 
du. Lis a box on the ear, and bid her take care 
how ſhe. told a falſhood again. This made a ter- 
tible breach between du Lis and me; ſhe was 
even for ſome time before ſhe. would admit me 
to viſit her. Lcertainly behaved. very ſilly, and 
ſhe had a right to be angry with me; but we 
are ſtrange unaccountable creatures, and 3 
n 3 ; | Wife 
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of the preſidial, 


wiſeſt of us all, are ſubject to act fooliſhly at 


times. Du Lis, I believe at that time loved me 
ſincerely; for my part, her image can never 
quit my heart, therefore you may readily con- 
clude, that our quarreb terminated like the ani- 
moſities of lovers in general, that is, matters 
were ſoon made up without the interpoſition of 
a third perſon, and we grew fonder, if poſſible, 
than ever. In a ſhort time after this happened, 
Mr. de Freſne took me in private one day, and 
told me, that he fancied I would not be diſ- 
pleaſed, when he acquainted me, that he and 
his wife had come to a reſolution to give me 
their daughter in marriage. I was ſo tranſ- 
ported, that I had ſcarce power to thank him; 
I was perfectly frantic with my happineſs. I 
told him, that I was always too ſenſible of my 
own want of merit, to ſolicit the honour of an 
alliance with his family ; but he replied, that 
no obje ction could be made for want of merit, 
and that as to family, I was poſſeſſed of what 
levelled all diſtinctions, meaning money. He 
invited me to ſupper with him, when the Sun- 
day following was fixt for the wedding. He 
was going to let me know what fortune he could 
55 me, but I interrupted him, and anſwered, 
wanted none, for that her perſon and accom- 
pliſnments were a dowry a Monarch might en- 
vy me. I thought myſelf now the happieſt 
man upon earth ; and would not have foregone 
my hopes to have been made ſovereign of the 


unjverſe. But alas! how often are we on the 


very. brink of felicity, and before we can taſte 


its dehciouſneſs, find the cup daſhed from our 


lips by accident or misfortune! On the eve of 
our mafriage, as du Lis and I were fitting in an 
arbour, we perceived at ſome diſtance, a judge 
who was a near relation of 
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Mr. de Freſne, coming on a viſit, I do not 
know how it was, but the moment I beheld 
him, my heart ſeemed to forebode what after- 
wards happened. Next day, when I went to 
viſit du Lis, I met her father, who told me he 
had altered his mind fince he had been ſpeaking 
to me, and that he was reſolved not to marr 
his younger daughter till her ſiſter was diſpoſed 
of. But at all events it could not take place till 
his return from Paris. I replied, that actin 
in this manner would be ſtrialy juſt, and like a 
good parent, but that I was perſuaded nothing 
could give Miſs de Freſne greater pleaſure than 
her ſiſter's marriage and mine to take place, and 
that with reſpect to waiting till his return from 
Paris, that 1 would chearfully wait ten years, 
provided I was certain of being rewarded with 
my du Lis in the end for my patience. But he 
brought the matter to an iſſue at once, by telling 
me to put his daughter out of my head, for 
that he avas determined never to receive me as a 
ſon-in-law. Having made this declaration, he 
left me, -motionleſs and ſtupified, with grief 
and aſtoniſhment. T tottered home to my lodg- 
ing as well as I could, and abandoned myſelf to 
the blackeſt deſpair. I fometimes determined 
to put an end to my exiſtence, and perhaps 
ſhould have been tempted tobe guilty of this 
raſh action, did not the protecing hand of Pro- 
vidence interpoſe in my behalf. I refleQed up- 
on the inflexible and avaricious diſpoſition of de 
Freſne, and conſidered at the ſame time the em- 
barraſſed ſtate of my finances, which were 
greatly impaired by the ſums I had laviſhed in 
balls and entertainments. In ſhort, I clearly 
perceived that it was the decline of my circum- 
. ſtances which cauſed this ſudden change, and 
that nothing but an increaſe to them, could . 
chaſe 
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chaſe de Freſne's friendſhip. I continued in a 
ſtate of the greateſt anxiety for ſeveral days, 
without hearing from du Lis, or daring to viſit 
her; at length ſhe conveyed a note to me, in 
which ſhe promiſed to meet me a little after 
duſk, at a particular ſpot in the park, where 
we had often paſſed many a delightful hour. 
How different was this interview from the for- 
mer! Du Lis met me with tears in her eyes, 
but ſoon recovering herſelf, ſhe ſaid her father's 
cruelty, both aſtoniſhed and ſhocked her; and 
that though ſhe owed him the duty of a child, 
ſhe was not bound to be a ſlave to his injuſtice 
and caprice. She obferved, that he had already. 
given his approbation for our union, and that as 
he could not alledge any juſt cauſe for denying 
it now, ſhe did not deem herſelf culpable for 
no longer conſulting him, and giving me the laſt 
proof of her affection by eloping with me. I 
took her tenderly in my arms, and replied, no, 
my love, I will never be the means of involving 
you in difficulty and diſtreſs. I cannot now ſup- 
port you in the affluence I expected, and tho? 

I can never be happy without you, it is much 
better for one to ſuffer, than both be miſerable. 
Return, my dear du Lis, to your father, for my 
part I ſhall goto a relation I have in Paris, and 
all I require of you, is to remain ſingle, till 
you hear from me. I could ſcarce articulate 


| theſe laſt words, grief quite choaked my utter- 


ance, du Lis wept bitterly, and made the moſt 
ſolemn vow never to marry any other man. We 
parted, and in a few days after, I ſet out for 


Paris. I met a moſt friendly and affectionate 


reception there, from my relation, who, know- 
ing my circumſtances to be ſlender, adviſed me 
to get, if poſſible, into the office of a ſecretary. 
La the hour I parted from du Lis, I loſt all ſo- 
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WW 
licitude for temporal welfare, and therefore 
took very little notice of his advice. I was in 
Paris for near a year without hearing from her, 
till one day happening to ſtroll into a Coffee- 
houſe, I met an old acquaintance from Allencon. 
After the yſual prelude to converſation were 
over, he aſked me, why Idid not enquire after 
my miftrefs. 1 candidly replied, that I dreaded 
hearing too much. He told me I had judged 
rightly, that I ought to forget her, for that ſhe 
had broke her word with me. I ſhook like a 
leaf at theſe words, my ftrength quite forſook 
me, and I thought I ſhoyld have dropt upon 
the ſpot. However, I requeſted he would let 
me know the worſt. He then informed me, 
that in a ſhort time after I left the country, du 
Lis was married to a young fellow whoſe name 
he mentioned, and who happened to be the only 
man I had an averſion to. This laſt piece of 
news put me quite beſide myſelf, I ſtamped, 
tore my hair out by the roots, and vented the 
moſt horrid imprecations againſt her, myſelf, 
and the whole world. In the height of my paſ- 
ſion I pulled out a little blue filk purſe, which 
ſhe had wrought with her own hands, and had 
given me as a pledge of affection, intending to 
deſtroy every thing which could remind me of 
her perfidy. The moment I caft my eyes upon 
it, all my former __ of happineſs ruſhed upon 
my mind, and affected my fancy ſo ſtrongly, 
that I burſt into a flood of tears. Iheld the lit- 
tle purſe a conſiderable time in my hand, then 
caſt it with great viglence into the fire, and ſtood 
by till I faw it reduced to aſhes. The perſon 
who brought this intelligence, was afterwards 
exceedingly ſorry for having told me of it ; but 
in order to comfort me, he ſaid that it was en- 
irely againſt her conſent ſhe had been —_— 
or 


had proved inconſtant. She was going to pro- 


I have a mind to fatigue my reader as much as 
1 am myſelf. has; 
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for that afterwards ſhe waſted and pined till ſhe 
died. Extraordinary as you may think it, I 
confeſs I felt a melancholy pleaſure at what he 
laſt related. It made me imagine ſhe had not 
entirely forget me, and was a faint proof of her 
fidelity, From that moment I determined to 
devote the remainder of my life to the ſervice of 
God. Accordingly I ſpoke to my relation, by 
whoſe intereft I obtained the benefice I am now 
in poſfeſſion of. I neither wiſh, nor expect to 
be greater, and could I forget du Lis, I think 
I may be happy. Here the Prior ſtopped, hav- 
ing concluded his adventures. Stella obſerved, 
that he was a faithful lover indeed, for that he 
had preſerved his fidelity, though his miſtreſs 


ceed, when Ragotin interrupted her, by decla- 
ring, that he thought this ſtory would makean 
excellent play, and that he had a mind to un- 
dertake to write one himſelf upon the ſubjeQ. 
This raiſed a loud laugh at the little man's ex- 

ce. Roquebrune told him that he was a 
blockhead, and knew nothing of the matter, 
for that he could never bring it within the com- 
paſs of the unities. The Prior modeſtly repli- 
ed, that ſome of our beſt dramatic poets were 
not the moſt rigid obſervers of {tri critical pro- 
priety, and that when apiece had merit in other 
reſpet̃ts, he thought a neglect in that particular, 
ſnould be deemed a beautiful blemiſn. The ar- 
rival of M. de Verville, and Garouffiere, put 
an end to the converſation; and 1 think it high 
time for me to put an end to the chapter, unleſs 
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1 


Verville's Return, accompanied by Mr. Garouffiere, 
The Weddings of the Adlers and Afireſſes, with 
ſome Adventures which befel Ragotin. 


HE company were greatly ſurpriſed at 

ſeeing Mr. Garouffiere ; as for Verville, 
his arrival was expected. After the uſual cere- 
monies were over, Verville acquainted the co- 
medians that there was a gentleman without, 
whom he would beg leave to introduce to them. 
He had then Cave's brother called in, and the 
moment ſhe looked at him, ſuch is the power 
of inſtina, ſhe could ſcarce refrain from tears. 
Mr. de Verville aſked her whether ſhe knew 
him, but ſhe replied, ſhe did not recollect to 
have ever ſeen his face before. He deſired her 
to regard him with attention; which when ſhe 
did for ſome time, ſhe exclaimed, if he's living, 
it is my brother. He then took her in his arms, 
and replied, yes, my dear ſiſter, it is your long 
loſt brather, whom Providence has reſtored to 
you by accident. He embraced his niece, and 
made his compliments to the whole company, 
and then aſſiſted at the private conference, which 
was held upon the two marriages which were 
going to be celebrated. They found a great / 
deal of difficulty in procuring a clergyman to 
perform the ceremony. For as they were not 
reſidents,any where, it could not be determined 
13 5 to 
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to what pariſh they belonged. But the Prior 
of St. Lewis went himſelf to the Biſhop, and 
obtained leave from under his hand, to marry 
them, when and wherever he pleaſed. As ſoon 
as Ragotin heard of this, it threw him intò a 
profound melancholy. His mind was diſordered 
ſo much, that paſſing by the great church of 
our lady one day, he fancied the chimes rung, 
Ragotin has drank ſo much wine this morning, 
that he is ſtaggering. He flew in a violent paſ- 


ſion with the ringer, and cried out, you lie, ſir- 
rah! 1 have drank nothing extraordinary to 


day. I ſhould not be angry with you if you 
had made the chimes ſay, that villain Deſtiny 
has robbed Ragotin of Stella, for I would have 
even things inanimate teſtify their reſentment 
at my grief; but to tell me I was drunk! How- 
ever, I'll be revenged. He then ruſhed into 
the church, and never halted till he mounted 
up to the perſon who was ringing the chimes. 
He called him a raſcal, a puppy, and an im- 
pertinent ſcoundrel, for fuffering his bells to 


ſpeak ſo diſreſpeQfully of him. But the noiſe 


prevented the man from hearing him, which 
Ragotin taking for contempt, came up, and 
gave him a violent blow with his fiſt upon the 
back. The man finding himſelf aſſaulted, 
turned ahout, and ſeeing Ragotin, aſked him 
what the Devil brought him there, and why 
he had ſtruck him, and as he was not of the 
moſt paſſive diſpoſition, he accompanied his in- 
terrogation with a kick on the breech, which 


threw Ragotin againſt one of the boxes through 


* 


* 


little fury, and 


which the ropes of the bells Fun and cut his 
face terribly. He ſwore like 
ſcampered down ſtairs in a trice. He then 


croſſed the church, and went in ſearch of a juſ- 
tice, in order to complain of the inſult he had 


received 
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received from the ringer. The magiſtrate ſee- 
ing him all bloody, eaſly gave credit to his 
depoſition; but when he was informed of the 
cauſe of the diſpute, he laughed very heartily, 
concluding that the little man was out of his 
ſenſes. But in order to ſatisfy him, he ſent a 
ſervant for the ringer, and aſked him how he 
dared to inſult this gentleman, {meaning Rago- 
tin) with his chimes, The man very ſimphy 
replied, that nothing was farther from his 
thoughts. But that when he came and ſtruck 
him without any provocation, he had given 
him a joſtle, which threw him againſt the ftair- 
caſe, and cut him. The juſtice deſired him to 
be more circumſpett another time, and not to 
let his paſñon get the better of his underſtand- 
ing. He then turned to Ragotin, and adviſed 
him not to be in future ſo apt to credit his ima- 
gination, 'The little man returned home, but 
never opened his lips of his adventure. How- 
ever, it ſoon tranſpired, and was ere long the 
laugh of the town. The time appointed for the 
marriage being arrived, the Prior of St. Lew- 
is conducted the parties to his own church, and 
after the ceremony was performed, the compa- 
ny retired to paſs the reſt of the day in feaſting 
and merriment. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 


Ragotin's Deſpair, and the Cuncluſion of the Comic 


Romance. 


ANCOUR now found that he had yo more 
hopes of ſucceeding with Stella, than Ra- 
gotin. One morning he got up very — 
went in ſearch of the little man. He found 
him in his chamber, writing, and when he 
aſked him what he was about, Ragotin replied, 
compoſing my own epitaph. Whimſical enough, 
upon my ſoul, replied Rancour, for my part, 
I never heard of an epitaph being written for a 
man till he was dead; and what's more extra- 
ordinary, 1s that you ſhould compoſe it your- 
ſelf. It may be ſtrange, ſays Ragotin, but it's 
true, and you ſhall hear it. He then opened 
the paper which he had folded, and read theſe 
lines to him. 1 


Under this ſtone poor Ragotin lies, 
For years a ſlave to Stella's bright eyes; 
He woo'd in vain, yet Deſtiny's art 
Stole in a moment yer yielding heart. 
Hence, in diſpair, his ſpirit took flight, 
And ſail'd adrift to the realms of night. 
He went on the ſtage, in hopes that way to 
move her, | 
Now the curtain is dropt, his acting is over, 
| Rancour 
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Rancour paſſed the moſt extravagant encomi- 
ums upon this compoſition, but obſerved that 
there was one diſadyantage attending it, name- 
ly, his never being able to read it upon his own 
tomb. Ah, replied Ragotin, you have been 
the ſource of all my misfortunes, for you were 
privy to every thing, and yet gave me hopes to 
the laſt. Rancour ſwore that he knew nothing 
for certain, but acknowledged that he all along 
ſuſpected; adding, I imagined the profeſſion 
ſhe followed would have cured her of her vani- 
ty, but I muſt confeſs, that there is not perhaps 
a more modeſt and reſerved woman in the king- 
dom. He then informed him how he had long 
had a paſſion for her himſelf, but that ſince 
his hopes were now defeated, he was determin- 
ed to quit the company ; eſpecially as he ex- 
pected to be diſmiſſed now Cave's brother was 
come, and travel to Rennes where he was cer- 
tain of an engagement. Ragotin told him it 


Was no wonder he had not ſpoke for him, when 


he was ſo much in love himſelf, But Rancour 
ſwore he was a man of too much honour to 
treat his friend ſo badly, and that he never miſ- 
ſed an opportunity of pleading his cauſe. So 
you are determined, ſays Ragotin, to quit the 
company. I have taken the ſame reſolution too, 
but mine is a more deſperate one, for I intend 
abandgning the whole world at the ſame time. 
Rancour imagined that he meant to ſhut himſelf 
up in a convent, and therefore took no farther 
notice of him or his epitaph. When Ragotin 
found himſelf alone, he began to think of the 
beſt method of diſpatching himſelf. He took 
up a piſtol, and loaded it with a brace of balls, 
but afterwards laid it by, prudently concluding 
it would make too great a noiſe. He then drew 
his ſword, and fixed the point to his * 

ut 
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but the firſt prick it gave, he dropt his deſign 
of running himſelf through the body. At 
length he went into the ſtable whilſt the ſervants 
were at breakfaſt; he then took a rope, which 
he found tied to the pack ſaddle of a carrier's 
horſe, and faſtening it to the rack, fixt it with 
a nooſe round his neck, but when he came to 
make the experiment his heart failed him, and 
he waited till he ſaw a ſtrange gentleman come 
in ; he then threw himſelf off boldly, but took 
care to keep one foot upon the manger. Pre- 
ſently the oftler comes to get this gentleman his 
horſe, but when he perceived Ragotin dang- 
ling from the rack, he raiſed a terrible outcry, 
and brought the whole family about him in a 
trice. 'They cut him down, and uſed ever 
method to bring him to himſelf, which by the 
by, was no very difficult matter. He was then 
aſked the reaſon of this raſh action, but they 
could not get a word out of him. Rancour 
took Stella on one fide, and explained every 
thing to her, and had even the impudence to 
mention his own paſſion ; ſhe made him no re- 
ply, but left him abruptly to his meditations. 
Some time after Ragotin acquainted the com- 
pany, that he had formed a reſolution to return 
to Mans with Mr. de Verville. This was uni- 
verſally aſſented to, and he and that gentleman 
ſet out next morning early on their journey. 
When they were leaving the inn, Verville aſk- 
ed the oftler, whether he had watered the hor- 
ſes, the other anſwered that it was too early, 
but that he might give them a drink as they were 
paſſing the river. Our travellers then put ſpurs 
to their horſes, and as ſoon as they had croſſed 
the bridge rode down to the water ſide. Rago- 
tin proceeded firſt, but happening to go in 
where the bank was broke off, his horſe ſtum- 
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bled, and threw him over his neck into the wa- 
ter. The place was very deep, and as the lit- 
tle man could not ſwim, encumbered as he was, 
with his cloak, his carbine, and ſword, he was 
ſunk immediately. One of Mr. Verville's ſer- 
vants undreſſed and went to his aſſiſtance, but 
when he brought him out, he was ſtone dead. 
In the mean time Verville ſent to advertiſe the 
players of what had happened. They all came 
directly to the river's. ſide, and having tried 
Every method in vain to recover him, they in- 
terred his body in the church- yard of St. Ca- 
tharine's Chapel. Thus ended the life of this 
little whimſical lawyer, whoſe adventures, diſ- 
aſters, and misfortunes will be remembered by 
the Inhabitants of Allencon, and Mans, as long 
as the admirable acting of this excellent compa- 
ny. Roquebrune when. he ſaw Ragotin was 
dead, obſerved, that his epitaph muſt be alter- 
ed, and accordingly made the following change 
in it: 


RA GOT IN. EPITAP E. 


Under this ſtone poor Ragotin lies, 
For years a ſlave to Stellæ s bright eyes; 
He woo'd'in' vain, yet Deſtiny's art 
Stole in a moment her yielding heart. 
Hence in deſpair his forſaken ſpright,, _ 
Sail'd without boat to the realms of night. 
He went on the ſtage in hopes that way to 
move her, 
Now the curtain is dropp'd, his aCting is over. 
| | The 
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The Actors and A&treſſes returned to their 


apartments, and continued the exerciſe of their 
profeſſions, with the uſual approbation. 
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